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et's consider the first paragraph a
prologue.

It was October 13, 2006. | was stuck in
a coaching centre, waiting for inevitable
doom as a math quiz was about to take
place. Just a couple of minutes before the
exam, one of the clerks came to the class
room and called my name. “Apurba
Jahangir, your father is here to pick you
up.” As | was relieved to skip the exam,
curiosity also rose within; | thought this
must be a family emergency. Coming down
the stairs, | saw my father, talking on his
cell phone. He directed me to follow him.
Walking through the chaos of Moghbazar,
we reached our car. “What happened?” |
curiously asked my mother, who was
already seated inside. She answered, “Your
Babuji (what we call our paternal uncle)
just won the Nobel Peace Prize!”

On December 10, the Nobel
Committee was to give the prize to Dr
Muhammad Yunus and we got to know
that we all were invited to attend the
ceremony. This was news we, especially
us cousins, were not expecting! | mean
sure, your uncle wining the Peace Prize is
one thing, but to be able to witness it live
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was a completely different thing to
experience.

On December 8— the day of our flight,
we reached the airport around ten in the
morning.The trip wasn't just in Oslo,
Norway, but also included London and
Paris. We were eighty people traveling,
included the family of Dr Yunus, the
Grameen Bank family and Nritayanchal, a
dance troupe which was to perform at the
ceremony. After waiting for two hours in
the lounge, we were called to board the
flight. Little did we know that the runway
had in store yet another surprise — a
Boeing 737 of Hamburg International
Airline was sent for our services. This
Boeing was our ride for the next couple of
days of our trip and was also witness to
the ultimate Bengali 'picnic' — half an
hour after take off we could hear a Dhol
like sound from the back of the plane
alongside the words 'Sadher Lau'. My
cousin Raad and I turned around and saw
half of Nrityanchal and the Grameen team
dancing to 'Lau dia banailam dug dugi'. A
few minutes later, most of us joined in and
after that, in came the captain! The weight
of passengers had increased so much at
the back of the plane that it was out of
balance! We were soon given instructions
to remain in our designated seats.

We reached Oslo after fourteen hours
and were escorted to our hotel, The

Radisson Blu. It amazes me now to think
how Raad and | were declared room
mates for the entire trip. You can guess
how two twelve year olds felt having a
whole room to their selves. The next day,
after a generous breakfast, we were given
a city tour of Oslo. This included the Ski
museum and the Vikings Ship Museum
among other places. The areas of Oslo
were covered with a shade of blue that
winter, | noticed, as our bus drove for the
mountains.

It was soon December 10, the moment
we had all been waiting for. The ceremony
was held at the Oslo City Hall and as we
arrived we saw journalists from all over
the world, standing beside the red carpet.
This was the first time the ceremony
witnessed a delegation as big as ours. The
hall was filled with people wearing
Grameen Check panjabis and vests. We
soon witnessed Dr Yunus and Taslima
Begum (who received the prize on behalf
of Grameen bank) arriving in a limousine.
| still remember the speech Babuji gave
that day; it was the first time the famous
line “Bringing poverty to museums” was
uttered.

Oslo also gave us the famous Nobel
Peace Prize Concert. Artists such as
Rihanna, Lionel Richie performed, while
Sharon Stone and Angelica Huston
mesmerised hosted the event,
mesmerizing us all.

On December 12, as we reached
London, the second part of the trip began.
London gave us a place to shop, eat and a
city tour. The last stop was Paris, where an
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interesting event took place. We were
supposed to be at the President's house
for a photo session and schedule was
pretty tight. Due to unavoidable
circumstances, | missed the bus which left
a few minutes before | got out of the hotel.
As the bus was escorted by the police,
there was no going back. Lamiya Morshed
(our dear Lamiya apu) came to the rescue.
She also missed the bus and we soon
caught a taxi to go meet the president.
Jach Shirakh, who was the then President
of France, greeted us at the hall and
unfortunately had to wait for us a couple
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of minutes—a kind of thing to boast about
a little, don't you think?

Ten years have passed since the Nobel
Peace Prize, yet the memories are still
fresh. Dancer Rachel Perris was in our
office the other day who was also a
member of the dance troupe. We started
reminiscing about the dinner cruise in
Seine River, the out-of-balance plane and
all the fun we had. After all these years,
we all have been busy with our lives, but
those ten days in Oslo, London and Paris
remain a special memory we can share
forever.
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(born October 17, 1972)

arshall Bruce Mathers
Il popularly known as
Eminem, is an

American hip-hop recording
artist, record producer and actor
from Detroir, Michigan. Eminem
is the best-selling artist of the
2000s in the United States.
Throughout his career, he has
had 10 number-one albums on
the Billboard 200 and five
number-one singles on the
Billboard Hot 100. With US
sales of 45.1 million albums
and 42 million tracks as of June
2014, Eminem is the second
best-selling male artist of the
Nielsen SoundScan era, the
sixth best-selling artist in the
United States and the best-
selling hip-hop artist. Globally,
he has sold more than 172
million albums, thus being one
of the world's best-selling
artists. Rolling Stone ranked him
83rd on its list of 100 Greatest
Artists of All Time, calling him
the King of Hip Hop.
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DREAMING ABOUT EXAMS

reams about taking a school test or certification

exam occur pretty often. | don't know whether

there is any hidden meaning or interpretation
about these dreams, but | have never taken them seriously.
Most of my dreams revolve around me feeling anxious,
unprepared or figuring out how | will ever pass the test. A
few days before my university admission test | had a
nerve-racking dream. In my dream | was sitting at my desk
in school while my teacher was handing out papers to
each student. When she came to me, and handed out the
question paper, | discovered that | forgot about the test. As
| woke up, with a sigh of relief, | realized that it was just a
dream. But a few days ago, when | went to sit for the
exam, in real, | found out that | forgot my pen kit back
home. Without any further delay, | let the teacher who
was on duty, know about my situation and apologised.
She was kind enough to find me a pen immediately. That
was the moment | thought about the dream that | had the
other night. | don't know whether | should translate my
dreams or not, one thing that | have learnt is that | need to
work on my organisational skills.
Hossain Faysal Hakim
Chittagong
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(¢ The truth is you don't
know what is going to happen
tomorrow. Life is a crazy ride,
and nothing is guaranteed.

Trust is hard to
come by. That's
why my circle is
small and tight. I'm
kind of funny
about making new
friends.

Dealing with
backstabbers, there
was one thing |
learned. They're
only powerful
when you got your
back turned.

A lot of truth is
said in jest. ))

MISSION AYNABAJI

I ast week, we finally went to watch

Aynabaji, the movie. Throughout

the month, whenever | came across
any newspaper, any magazine, bus stop
or my friends' facebook profiles, | was
bound to spot the presence of this movie.
| was so eager to watch it as | wanted to
see exactly why this movie is so talked
about and whether it could be able to
warrant the hype that it created. | went to
Jamuna Future Park at 5 p.m to buy
tickets for the show that starts at 5:30
p.m. But to my surprise | discovered that
all the tickets were already sold out. We
thought of going for the next show that
was scheduled at 7 p.m. We were asked
to stand in the queue 30 minutes prior to
the show. It was not a weekend or any
holiday of any sort. | was so happy to see
that even after so many days of the
release; people were still swarming the
cinema halls to watch the movie. Seeing
this, | did not care any more about
whether it could live up to the buzz that
it created, all | cared about was the zeal
and enthusiasm that | saw in people who
came to watch the film. That was one
happy moment for me!
Taslima Anwar

Khilkhet, Dhaka



