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Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS

13th Convocation, Wednesday, 26 October 2016
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Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS):

Excellence is the Only Mark

BCPS is a unique institute in the field of Medical Science. It resembles the Royal Colleges of United Kingdom
(UK). This institute was established to spread Post graduate medical education in this country in accordance to
the format of the Royal College of United Kingdom. In 1947, after division of the Indian Subcontinent, the then
East Pakistan underwent exploitations by the Pakistani Government. After long torture in 1971, Bangladesh
gained her freedom afier 9 months of war of freedom, heroism, sacrifice of 30,00,000 lives and disrepute of
2,00,000 women, under the command of the great leader father of the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. In the war affected country Bangabandhu started a new battle to make it prosperous and economically
active. In the newly sovereign country there was shortage of competent manpower in medical sector just like
other sectors and also the infrastructure was not strong enough to be compatible with the outer world. A great
vacancy was seen among the specialist doctors as well as in the whole medical sector in the newly freed country
after suffering relentless discrimination for years. To fill up the vacancy of the specialist doctors and the
shortage in the medical infrastructure, the father of the nation B u Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
established the BCPS on 6th June, 1972, under the presidential ordinance, Before that time doctors had to go to
UK to gain postgraduate degrees with the financial help of government or commonwealth scholarship, but there
was too little scope in it. To go and study in UK in self-funding was not possible by many doctors. After
establishment of BCPS the doctors found a way to get degrees in affordable cost and within short
time. Also the country was blessed with a specialized medical infrastructure. Today BCPS stands upright with
dignity because of the efficient step of Bangabandhu. BCPS is such an institute where there are students and
teachers but no classical classrooms or the classical education structure. Government does not have to spend too
much money to produce specialist doctors. The students even does not have to spend much money except some
amount of exam fees. After qualifying Part-I examination any doctor can appear in the final FCPS examination
after getting a well structured training for a specified period in the institutes accredited by BCPS. After passing
the final examination the doctors gain the capability to practice as a specialist doctor in the country.
Examinations follow a delicate evaluation and scoring system that are very unique to this college. This helps to
produce Fellows and Members with high levels of proficiency to match the national and international needs.
The examination takes place twice a year, in January and July, which starts in the very 1st working day of the
month with MCQ, Written, Oral and Practical examinations and the result is hanged within one hour of the oral
examination. Exchange of examiners in different specialties exists between the BCPS and the Royal Colleges of
UK, Treland and also with regional countries like Pakistan, India, Srilanka, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia,
Saudi Arabia and Nepal.

BCPS regularly monitors the training activities in several hospitals and institutes to maintain its standard. BCPS

OTganizes seminars, symposium, conferences, and workshops on a regular basis to update their Fellows with the
recent advances in medical science.

BCPS & Health Sector of Bangladesh

It can be said undoubtedly that the decision taken by the father of the nation improved the health sector of the
war-striken, devastated Bangladesh. He, through his wisdom, knew that in a few years after liberation there will
be scarcity of specialist doctors. So without making a delay he announced the establishment of this college.

BCPS kept up the visionary decision all these years. BCPS is producing specialist physicians & surgeons every
year following a curriculum compatible with intemational standards and also health needs of our people.
Specialists certified by the BCPS are providing the most of the specialists service and teaching in the medical
university, medical colleges, post-graduate medical institutes, corporate hospitals, district hospitals, even in
upazila hospitals. In various places across the country the Fellows of this college are contributing significantly
to improve the primary health care as the team managers.

The fame of BCPS has crossed the borders. Many of its Fellows are working with name and fame in different
countries like Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman & other middle east countries, Malaysia, Australia, United States,
United Kingdom etc.

Administration of BCPS

The College is constituted by ifs founder fellows, fellows without examination, honorary fellows & fellows
admitted on passing the prescribed examination. 16 Councilors are elected by the Fellows by direct voting under
an independent election commission. The government nominates 4 councilors among the fellows. All are
elected or nominated for 4 years. The councilors among themselves elect the President, the senior Vice
anidaanﬂVmHmidmLthﬂm&mmmhmhfumﬁeExmuﬁwmnmﬁﬂmThnmnmﬂﬂm
appoints a Secretary & a Controller of examinations. College council administrates all its activities.

Various commitiees & sub-commitiees aid the executive commitiee to carry out its activities. Academic
activities of the college are carried out by 14 faculties. Their main functions are to make recommendations on
academic activities within their jurisdiction. They also helps the college to conduct teaching & fraining
program. This is unique of the college that all the councilors, committee & faculty members and all the fellows
serve BCPS voluntarily and out of their love for the college.

College Campus
The campus of the college is situated over three acres of land at Mohakhali, Dhaka. Presently the offices are
housed in three buildings namely A, B & C.

Activities of BCPS

BCPS has an examination system that follow delicate evaluation & scaring systems that are very unique to this
college. This helps to develop fellows & members with high grades of knowledge & skill to match the
international standard & the need of the society. The college also arranges training program on how to write
protocol & thesis. Special training are arranged for Gynae & Obsterics students with the aim to minimize
maternal & child mortality. To improve the surgical skill of the surgeons structured training is offered to trainees
& trainers of surgical faculty These training programs are run by BCPS in collaboration with Liverpool School
of Tropical Medicine (UK), Ethicon Institute for Surgical Education (Mumbai), American College of Surgeons
and Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

BCPS is also providing IT training for post-graduate trainees & trainers to improve their skills so that they can
march forward with the world.

Sudden Cardiac Death accounts for more than 4,00,000 deaths yearly in the United States. It is said that 60-70%
of the sudden cardiac death are due to cardiac disease. It can easily assume that burden of sudden cardiac death
is quite high in our country. ACLS and BLS training of physicians, nurses and health assistances can improve
the survival of patients with sudden cardiac arrest. In collaboration with American Heart Association (AHA)
BCPS is offering BLS, ACLS & ATLS courses. BCPS has been recognized by AHA as an international training
center for ACLS training. To ensure the appointment of adequate number of ACLS & BLS trained personnel in
every health center of Bangladesh, BCPS in collaboration with the govt. is going to implement special programs
on BLS & ACLS. Beside these, to keep the teachers up to date with current knowledge on medical education
and teaching methodology, various workshops are being arranged on regular basis,

Subjects on which FCPS & MCPS degrees are given

FCPS
General subjects : (22)

Medicine, Surgery, Paediatrics, Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology, Psychiatry,
Anaesthesiology, Radiology & Imaging, Radiotherapy, Dermatology & Venereology, Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation, Haematology, Biochemistry, Histopathology, Microbiology, Conservative Dentistry &
Endodontics, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Prosthodontics, Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopaedics,
Transfusion Medicine and Family Medicine.

Specialized subjects : (25)

(Gastroenterology, Neurology, Nephrology, Endocrinology & Metabolism, Cardiology, Pulmonology,
Hepatology, Rheumatology, Infectious Disease & Tropical Medicine, Urology, Neuro-surgery, Cardiovascular
Surgery, Thoracic Surgery, Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, Orthopaedic Surgery, Paediatric Surgery,
Neonatology, Paediatric Haematology & Oncology, Paediatric Nephrology, Paediatric Gastroenterology &
Nuirition, Paediatric Pulmonology, Paediatric Neurology & Development, Feoto-Maternal Medicine,
Gynaecological Oncology, Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertility.

MCPS: (16)

Medicine, Surgery, Paediatrics, Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology, Psychiatry,
Anaesthesiology, Radiology & Imaging, Radiotherapy, Dermatology & Venereology, Dental Surgery, Forensic
Medicine, Family Medicine, Transfusion Medicine and Clinical Pathology.

The way to achieve FCPS Degree

After passing MBBS & completing internship a doctor has to be registered with BMDC. After that he/she can
take part in FCPS part-1 examination on providing the fee. In part 1 examination, 3 papers each containing 100
MCQ are set to assess basic knowledge on specific subjects. After passing FCPS Part-1 examination, a student
starts hands on training in institutes or hospitals accreditated by BCPS. After 4 to 5 years of competency based
structured training one student become eligible to appear in the FCPS part II/ final examination. By this time
hefshe has to complete a dissertation/ thesis under the puidance of a designated guide. Before the final
examination the dissertation/ thesis has to be reviewed & accepted by at least two reviewers. FCPS part II/final
examination follows a delicate evaluation & scoring system. It has many parts namely written, OSPE
(Practical), clinical & oral. Each part is examined by different examiners. Examiner who was a trainer of the
examinee in the immediate past year can not be the clinical examiner of that particular student. Every question
paper is prepared by a board of senior teachers under strict confidence and set rule. Clinical examinations are
held in different centers in Dhaka recognized by BCPS. Examiners from across the globe like UK, USA, India,
Malaysia, Singapore, Srilanka, Saudi Arabia etc. are invited to participate in clinical and oral examination in
each session in most of the subjects. All the foreign examiners used to praise the standard & quality of our
Fellowship examination. BCPS always welcome their valuable comments & advices to improve its quality
further.

After passing MBBS and there after part-1, a doctor undertakes 4-5 years of intense training in his'her area of
specialization. Only after gaining such expertise, he/she appears for final part-Il examination, which is of
international standard, divided into 3-4 parts and administered by the panel of national and international experts.
Only after passing through such a rigorous examination process a doctor is awarded FCPS degree.
Conclusion: The Heritage

The College has built a rich heritage in academic and service spheres. Excellence of education and examination,
conduction of examination on schedule and publishing result immediately after the examinations are the
tradition of this college. High standard of education and examination of this college have been praised and
acknowledged internationally.

The country largely owes its specialist medical practice to the College. Most of the medical teachers and
consultants are the Fellows and Members of this College. Today, there is hardly any comer of the country where
a product of this College is not engaged in humanitarian medical services and its development,

There are also Fellows and Members working all over the globe having carried with them the fervor and fame
of this College. It is expected that in the years to come the riches in heritage shall continue to grow. We can
proudly say that BCPS is an institution that is enriched with unique examples and glorified by its heritage.
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