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Workers load bitter gourds in a truck at Bathina village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila to send the vegetatle to another

district. The photo was taken recently.
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Bitter gourd brings sweet

smile to

QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT with
ANDREW EAGLE

Bitter gourd traders from across the
country are converging on
Thakurgaon these days: gourd yields
are high and prices are healthy; the
weather has been kind. Local farmers
too cannot help but smile,

“I cultivated bitter gourd on 75
decimals, with expenditures amount-
ing to around Tk 50,000, says farmer
Nipendranath Barman, 32, from
Dakkhin Bathina village in sadar
upazila. “Already I've sold 73 maunds
of the crop for Tk 92,000. I expect to
earn another Tk 1 lakh in the next six
weeks as harvest continues.”

Nipendranath sowed his crop early
this year, a move that has proved benetfi-
cial. “Bitter gourds are usually a crop
planted at the end of the monsoon as the
water recedes,” he says, “but I started in
the last week of July to maximise profits.

farmers

After only 40 days the first gourds were
ready, with a favourable selling rate of up
toTk 1,400 per maund.”

The farmer says he has been culti-
vating bitter gourd for the past five
years. "Last year | made Tk 1.7 lakhs in
profit from bitter gourd on the same
land; such profits are not possible
growing a more traditional crop.”

Meanwhile Komola Kanta Barman,
35, a farmer from neighbouring Akcha
village is similarly pleased with his bitter
gourd success. “To grow the gourds on
25 decimals I spent Tk 15,000," he says.
“So far I have sold 6 maunds of gourd at
Tk 1,400 per maund. Usually gourds can
be picked twice a week until November. 1
hope forgood profits thisyear.”

Vegetable trader Md Bablu, 45,
from Awliapur village in Thakurgaon
sadar upazila says he has been buying
bitter since the first week of
September to supply to distant mar-

kets including Dhaka's Karwan Bazar
and Nimsa Bazar in Comilla. "The
purchase rate from a farmer's field is
about Tk 1,400 per maund, which
means if I sell 100 maunds in city
markets [ make a profit of between Tk
5,000 to Tk 10,000,” he says.

According to the department of
agriculture extension, Thakurgaon
famers have cultivated vegetables on
4,601 hectares this season, with 310
hectares devoted to bitter gourd.

“Early winter vegetables like bitter
gourd are giving farmers a good
return,” says department of agricul-
ture extension's resident deputy direc-
tor, Arshed Ali. “For this reason farm-
ers are showing more interest and
bitter gourd cultivation is gradually
increasing in the district.”

“Besides, this year the weather has
been favourable and the supply of
seeds and fertilisersmooth,” he adds.
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2 Jhenidah
children
missing

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

Two children in Jhenidah
Sadar upazila have been
missing for two weeks.

The missing children are
Likhon Mia, 14, son of
Lalchand Mia and Palash
Mollah, 8, son of Aksed Ali
Mollah of Uttar
Narayanpur Trimohini.

Lalchand said one
Sumon, son of Hashem Ali
of Chorkol village of the
same upazila, took his son
Likhon to Dhaka on
October 5 promising job in
a garments factory. He said
on October 15, Sumon
informed him over phone
that his son Likhon left
Dhaka for home. Since
then Likhon has been
missing, Lalchand added.

Earlier, Likhon informed
the family over phone that
Sumon had tortured him,
said Lalchand, adding that
he informed Jhenidah
Sadar police of the matter.

Palash's father Aksed
said his son became dumb
and physically challenged
as his right leg was affected
in an accident. He went
missing on September 4
when he was playing at
nearby Dakbangla Bazar.

Jhenidah Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Harendra
Nath Sarker said two gen-
eral diaries were lodged in
this regard.

Programs

School of Business
& Economics

BBA (Majors)
- Accounting
- Economics

[llegally imported rice

seized at Hili

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Two customs officials of Hili land port in
Hakimpur upazila under the district were
closed yesterday after Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) seized 151 tonnes of rice
that was imported from India without pay-
ing the stipulated revenue on Tuesday.

They are customs superintendents Md
Alauddin and Suvash Chandra Kundu, said
land port officials.

Tipped off, a BGB team wanted to check
the weight when eight trucks loaded with
imported rice entered Hili land port on
Tuesday afternoon, said Major Hasib of 20
BGB Battalion in Joypurhat.

"The port authorities and customs officials
tried to manage the BGB men but the latter

rice

Imen

land port

remained stiff. After weighing the eight trucks,
151 tonnes of rice was found beyond the decla-
ration mentioned in the documents,

Suchi Enterprise of Bogra imported the

"hesaid.

in six trucks while Mojumder

Enterprise of Dhaka imported the item in
two other trucks.

"The two traders evaded a total of Tk
13.28 lakh and 800 in taxes and so, customs
authorities will realise fine from them. Two
customs officials of Hili have been closed on
charge of complicity,”
Amin Chowdhury, assistant commissioner
of customs at Hili land port.

A section of traders, customs officials and

said Md Fakhrul

of contracted port operator Panama

Port Link Ltd are involved in dodging tax on
imported rice, said BGB officials.
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NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

The only university in Bangladesh where all faculty members have foreign Masters or Doctorate

degrees primarily from USA, Canada, UK, Japan and Australia

Under

- Entrepreneurship

Indigenous
teenage girl
gang-raped

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Police arrested two people
for allegedly raping a teen-
age indigenous girl in
Bandarban.

The arrestees are Md
Shahidul Islam, 22, and
Md Nurul Islam, 24,

Police said the 14-year-
old victim was picked up
on her way to a shop near
her house on October 8.

She is from Marma
community of Kyamolong
para area under Sadar
upazila of the district

According to the girl,
Shahidul and Nurul took
her to Kuhalong Union

Sonatola upazila of Bogra.

An under-construction cluster village for the homeless peuple at Jorgachha union in
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Cluster housing hope
for the homeless
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- Management Information Systems

School of Health and Life Sciences =

School of Engineering & Physical Sciences

- Civil & Environmental Engineering (CEE)
- Gomputer Science & Engineering (CSE)
- Electrical & Electronics Engineering (EEE)
- Electronics & Telecom. Engineering (ETE)

School of Humanities & Social Sciences

NSU Highlights

raduate

Admission

SPRING 2017

= All majors offer broad-based American curriculum
= Credit transferable to USA, UK, Canada, Australia and other universities
= Fully automated library facility with students’ access to 50,000 e-books

and 40,000 e-journals

four from the U.S.

= English foundation courses are taught by competent faculty including

- Entire campus is covered by CCTV camera & WiFi access

= (Career, counseling and medical

Application Deadline
22 November, 2016, 0
11:59 pm

Admission Test
25 November, 2016
Friday, 10:00 am

at NSU Campus

#A-levels
appeared candidates
are eligible to apply

-levels and GPA 2.0 in two subjects in A-levels
OoR

For the programs under School of Engineering &
Physical Sciences, applicants must have Math or
Physics with minimum B grade in HSC or C grade

For BPharm Professional, applicants must have

HSC or C grade in A-levels and should have done

For Biochemistry & Microbiology applicants must

« Well-equipped 63 state-of-the-art laboratories

= More than 100 classrooms with built-in multi-media
Opportunities for extra and co-curricular

activity through 21 student clubs

Application
Requirements

Combined GPA of 8.0 in SSC

and HSC with minimum 3.5 in ean:ull

Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in

facility

U.S. High School Diploma or equivalent

in A-Levels

Biology & Chemistry with minimum B grade in

Physics in HSC/A-levels.

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra each will be provided for safe water supply,
project sources said.

A large pond is being dug for fish culti-
vation by the cluster village people.

The housing project meant for the
shelterless people of Jamuna and Bangalee
river basin areas will have arrangement for
income generating activities like cattle and
poultry rearing and fish cultivation, said
Sonatola Upazila Nirbahi Officer Mirza
Shakila Dil Hasin, also president of cluster
village implementation committee.

Last year, the authorities built 60 other
houses for the homeless people in the
upazila at a cost of Tk one crore.

Parishad complex and
raped her that night.

They also threatened the
girl and her family not to
disclose the matter to
police or anyone,

Family of the victim
filed a case with Bandarban
Sadar Police Station on
Wednesday:.

The victim was admitted
to Bandarban Sadar
Hospital on Wednesday for
medical examination.

Work for cluster housing on 8.27 acres of
government land is going on for the home-
less people in Jorgachha union of Sonatola
upazila under the district, much to the
happiness of 40 beneficiary families.
Sonatola upazila project implementa-
tion office 1s conducting the Tk 60 lakh
work and around 75% of the work has
already been finished, said Ziaur Rahman,
upazila projectimplementation officer.
Each family will be provided a house
including kitchen, sanitary latrine, and
flower tubs and a tube-well for six families

Scholarship &
Financial Aid

Up to 100% based on
admission test score &
academic records

NSU offers scholarship over
Tk.10 crore per year

for meritorious &

needy students

have Biology & Chemistry at SSC/HSC or
0/A-levels

Admission test is waived for candidates
with minimum score of 1500 in SAT
(Math+ Critical Reading +Writing)

and 500 in TOEFL

(CBT213/IBT79)

or IELTS 5.5

Apply Online
www.admissions.northsouth.edu
Payment of application fee (Tk.1,500) can be made through

bKash, VISA, Master Card, DBBL mobile banking or at the following
banks with Application confirmation number: any branch

of Southeast Bank, One Bank and Mutual Trust Bank or UCBL,
Bashundhara Branch, Dhaka

For more details

NSU Admissions & Information Office Level-1 & 3, Bashundhara, Dhaka -1229
Tel: 880 2 55668200, Ext. 5002, 5004, 4001

E-mail: admissions@northsouth.edu, Web: www.northsouth.edu

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nsu.admissions

Earn a degree that challenges
you to make a difference.
And see the difference

y it makes in you.
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We offer degrees in
‘l never looked at it that way”.

Where dreamers turn to doers m More

Undergraduate Programs
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* |nternational Business (IB)

* Human Resources Management (HRM)
* [nvestment Management ® BSc in Economics

V'School of Engineering & Computer Science (B.Sc.)

* Computer Science & Engineering
* Computer Science * Computer Engineering
» Electrical & Electronic Engineering

* B.Sc. (Hnns ) in Mathematics ® B.Sc.(Hons.) in Physms*

ool of Environmental Science & Management (B.Sc.)
. Enwmnmantai Management # Environmental Science

* Electronic & Telecommunication Engineering

* Population Environment

chool of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences (BSS, BA, LLB)
* Media & Communication ® Anthropology

* Sociology * English Literature

* English Language Teaching (ELT)

¢ Bachelor of Laws (LLB Hons.)

* BSS in Global Studies and Governance
" School of Life Sciences (B.Sc.)

* Microbiology ® Biochemistry

of Business (BBA, B.Sc.)

* Accounting * Finance * Marketing ® Management
* Management Information Systems (MIS)

Undergraduate Admission

Spring 2017 is now on

h 4
To apply & for more information:

www.iub.edu.bd/admission

Transport facilities

available for
female students 100% scholarship with free board &
lodging will be provided to meritorious
underprivileged FEMALE students from

outside Dhaka provided by Shaheed

Khalek & Major Salek Bir Uttam Trust

+ Combined GPA of 8.0 in 5.5.C and H.5.C with
minimum 3.5 in each
¢+ Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in O-levels and
GPA 2.0 in two subjects in A-levels

B ApmissiOoNTEST

Saturday, 5 Nr:nvember 20 |6 at 10:30 am

Friday, 4 Nmrember 10 | 6 t||| 10:00 am

Join the

“Open Day” at IUB

Sunday, 30 October 2016
10am-5pm

Top scorers in
admission test will get
100% scholarship

E"”‘*f% INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY, BANGLADESH
 IUB f Admissions & Financial Aid Office (Ground Floor), Plot-16, Block-B,
MM Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1212. Tel: 8431645-53, 8432065-76 Ext-1354, 1355
Estd:1993 Cell: 01780 185006 Fax: 8431991 e-mail: admission@iub.edu.bd web: www.iub.edu.bd

Scholarship and Financial Aid

¢+ |UB offers scholarships over Tk. 8 crores
per year for meritorious & needy students.

¢ Upto 100% Financial aid based on
performance in [UB and financial need.
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