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MAHEJABEEN HOSSAIN NIDHI

Located in Narayanganj is a school of very
modest proportions that dares to dream
beyond its borders and limitations.
Through British Council's flagship global
education programme “Connecting
Classrooms”, this school is thriving
towards the goal of globalised classrooms
while contributing both locally and glob-
ally.

[.LE.T. Govt. High School, despite its
outlook, is grand in the souls that occupy
it — the bright students and enthusiastic
teachers. An integral part of this is
Rashedul Kabir Rasel, one of the 48
ambassadors of the Connecting
Classrooms programme; he is a teacher
and a friend to his pupils.

Part of the programme since 2009,
[.LE.T. Govt. High School has been nomi-
nated for the Full Time International
School Award. This prestigious award has
high requirements such as taking part in
numerous activities.

This year alone, the school has led
projects into treating a polluted river and
immersed in active conversation about
women empowerment as well as hosting
foreign guests from their partnered
school, Boston Spa School, U.K. In
another bi-monthly programme, the
school brings in local community leaders
to inspire the students. With the British
Council's Commonwealth Science Class
Competition, the students are part of a
global project, one of nine participating
schools in Bangladesh.

By collaborating with PiXL, a large
partnership network of schools in

Delegates shine at UNYSAB M
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The largest international model United
Nations conference outside Dhaka, the
UNYSAB Model United Nations
(UNYSAB MUN) 2016 was held on
September 29 to October 2 at University
of Rajshahi. The Rajshahi Divisional Wing
of UNYSAB organised this MUN confer-
ence for the 3rd time in Rajshahi after the
successful completion of UNYSAB MUN
2014 and UNYSAB MUN 2015 with
University of Rajshahi and UNIC Dhaka
as strategic partners. The theme of the
MUN conference was “Reconciling the
Economic & Environmental Goals of
Global Community.”

The conference started with a grand
opening ceremony at Dr. Kaiser Rahman
Chowdhury Auditorium, Rajshahi
Medical College. Officer in charge of
UNIC, Dhaka, Md. Moniruzzaman,
Chairman, Social Work Department, RU,
Prof. Dr. Sadequl Arefin Matin, student
advisor Mizanur Rahman were present as
guests.

Mohammad Mamun Mia, Secretary
General of UNYSAB MUN 2016 and
President of UNYSAB started his speech
welcoming all the delegates. Md.
Moniruzzaman thanked the Rajshahi
University authority for the assistance in
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England, the school has seen a steady
increase in the number of GPA 5 achieved
by its students. Furthermore, being
engaged with PiXL Edge, the younger
students started keeping a diary of all the
good deeds they accomplished day to day.
This active education approach not only
helps students academically, but also

serves the community by creating socially
aware and responsible citizens.

“We believe the core problem between
adjusting in a foreign country when we go
abroad for studying is that we don't
understand each other's cultures. By com-
munication, we can avoid unnecessary

organising such a conference and
announced the official inauguration of a
4-day long conference.

The opening ceremony was followed
by plenary and committee sessions. The
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participants, comprising of 350 students
from 32 schools, colleges and universities
gathered as delegates from different coun-
tries under 6 committees and debated on
different agendas. The committees were
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conflicts and overcome cultural barriers,”
Rasel explains. Hence, the school regularly
maintains communication with their
partnered school through Skype sessions,
updating each other about their events
and programmes.

As demonstrated by the school,
Connecting Classrooms aims for profes-

sional development for teachers, sustain-
able school partnerships between schools
abroad and Bangladesh to foster peer
learning, professional dialogue opportu-
nities and online access to high quality
resources. The anticipated outcomes are,
therefore, impressive.

United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), United Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC), United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), Economic and
Financial Program (ECOFIN), United
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Nations Development Program (UNDP)
and Specialised Committee for
Bangladesh Affairs (SCBA).

UNYSAB MUN 2016 ended with a
festive closing ceremony at Senate

Thus far, Connecting Classrooms in
Bangladesh has 564 schools engaged,
involving 646 teachers/assistant teachers
and approximately 25,000 students from
across Bangladesh. More than 1300
schools are registered with SchoolsOnline.

50 “Smart Classrooms” and 15 “Com-
puter Literacy Centres” have been estab-
lished. These classrooms use solar power
and function through power disruptions.
[.LE.T. Govt. High School is also a benefi-
ciary of this and so regularly provides
basic computing courses to teachers and
students. This inspired a growth in the
school's IT sector and, acknowledging its
necessity, prompted the school to start
constructing updated classrooms.

In the years 2015-2018, the target is to
have 3600 teachers and 1000 school lead-
ers in Bangladesh to support them in
integrating a range of core skills into the
curriculum. The project is achievable as it
is possible to connect all government and
non-government schools in Bangladesh,
including madrasas.

Connecting Classrooms allows for a
sustainable growth in the education sec-
tor. It continues to open opportunities by
linking schools together and thus pro-
vides a communication path for teaching
methods and sharing of both ideas and
ideologies. The programme paves a way
for there to be a great impact.

With a keen eye and a broken brain to mouth
filter, Mahejabeen Hossain Nidhi has a habit
of throwing obscure insults from classic novels
at random people who may or may not have
done anything to warrant them. Drop her a
line at mahejabeen.nidhi@gmail.com
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Bhaban, University of Rajshahi. VC of
Rajshahi University, Professor
Muhammad Mizanuddin was the chief
guest while Professor Dr. Sadekul Arefin
Matin was present as the special guest.
Before the closing ceremony, Member of
Parliament, Fazle Hossain Badsha held a
session named “Meet the Dignitary” at
Dean's Complex. At the end of the closing
ceremony, a certificate awarding ceremony
was held where a total of 24 awards were
distributed in different categories.

A grand dinner was arranged after the
closing ceremony with the presence of
guests, delegates and the organisers.

Mubashwira Marchi from RU, a dele-
gate of India from UNDP committee,
said, “UNYSAB MUN 2016 is one of the
best motions to guide you. I enjoyed and
learned a lot from this conference.”

OXFAM, Protik, and Monash
University were the associate partners, The
Daily Star was the youth engagement
partner, Campus to Career, The Daily
Shonar Desh, The Daily Ittefaq were the
media partners, Radio Padma was the
radio partner, Somoy Television was the
TV partner, Igloo was the ice cream part-
ner, Haque was the snacks partner, Acme
was the beverage partner, Bhashachitra
was the gift partner, and Raj IT was the IT
partner of this conference.




