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Protest in India too
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“We are not against development but it
should be shifted from the proposed
site,” said Ashok Chowdhury, a mem-
ber of All India Union of Forest
Working People.

Social activists from Bangladesh
wanted to go to India and “we wanted
to organise a big protest against the
proposed power plant”’, he said, but
getting visa was a problem.

Strong anti-India sentiment was
seen among the participants of an anti-
Rampal procession held in March in
Bangladesh, Madhuresh said.

"Fundamentalist groups can exploit
that.”

The public sector companies in
India and Bangladesh in the case of the
Rampal plant have been "behaving in
the manner in which the private sector
companies do,” Madhuresh said.

Asked about the BNP's stance on the
issue, he said, "They are not openly
supporting us or the project. But ulti-
mately, they will use the issue to their
political advantage.”

The “open letter” to Modi written by
Indian social and civil rights activists
said the Rampal project is opposed by
people in Bangladesh and India for its
social and environmental negative
impacts, particularly the irreversible
damage to the Sundarbans and the
fragile ecosystem around it.

Forty percent of the Sundarbans is
in India and any damage to that will
have devastating impacts on thou-
sands of fishermen and forest dwell-
ers depending on it, apart from harm-
ing the natural protection from
calamities like tsunami and cyclones,
they said in the letter, a copy of which
was released at the press conference.

“We urge you |PM Modi] to look at
the colossal damage this project will

cause to people and environment in
India and Bangladesh and withdraw
India's support to the project,” reads
the letter.

The letter condemns death threats
to Prof Anu Muhammad and
requested Modi to urge the Bangladesh
government “to ensure the safety of
political activists there.”

The letter was signed among others
by Ashok Chowdhury and Roma
Malik, All India Union of Forest
Working People; Madhuresh Kumar,
National Alliance of People's
Movements of Narmada Bachao
Andolan; Priya Pillai of Greenpeace
India; Soumya Dutta of Bharat Jan
Vigyan Jatha; Afsar Jafri, Focus on the
Global South; Ayesha DSouza, Centre
for Financial Accountability; Bharat
Patel, Machimar Adhikar Sangharsh
Sangathan, Environment Support
Group Trust, Bangalore; Gautam
Bandyopadhyay, Nadi Ghati Morcha;
Gururaja Budhya, Urban Research
Centre, Bangalore, India; Himanshu
Damle, Public Finance Public
Accountability Collective; Himanshu
Thakkar, South Asia Network on
Dams, Rivers & People, Delhi Indian
Social Action Forum, Indigenous
Perspectives; Jiten Yumnam,
Secretary, Centre for Research and
Advocacy, Manipur; Manshi Asher,
Himdhara Collective, Himachal
Pradesh, North East Peoples Alliance;
PT George, Intercultural Resources;
Ravi Rebbapragada, Executive
Director, Samata India; Samir Mehta,
International Rivers South Asia;
Shweta Tripatji, Society for Rural
Urban and Tribal Initiative, The
Research Collective; Umesh Babu,
Delhi Forum; Vaishali Patil, Forum
Against Disastrous Project in Konkan,
and Vijay Pratap, South Asian Dialogues
on Ecological Democracy.

JP upset
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saying he along with his party's leaders
and activists were disappointed and
angered by it.

Talking to journalists at his village
home in Rangpur, Ershad, also a special
envoy to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
said his party was trying to get informa-
tion as to why his wife Raushan had
failed to make a courtesy call on Xi.

"It is the foreign ministry that pre-
pares tour schedule of any chief of state
or government during their visit to
Bangladesh. We are trying to know
why there was no schedule of meeting
between Xi and the opposition leader.
We will inform the media [about the
matter| when we know aboutit.”

Raushan's failure to pay the cour-
tesy call suggested that the party is of
no importance in domestic and world
politics, party insiders said.

Talking to The Daily Star, a number
of JP central leaders said Chinese
President Xi Jinping and US Secretary
of State John Kerry's not meeting with
Raushan clearly indicated that the JP
has “no importance”,

Xicame to Dhaka on a two-day state
visit on Friday, while Kerry came here
fora nine-hour visit in August.

During Kerry's visit, Raushan could
only manage to give her visiting card to
Kerry after a programme in the city
where she attended as an audience.

JP insiders said apart from the party's
designated leaders' hectic efforts, the
government also usually proposed the
visiting world leaders for holding meet-
ings with the main opposition leader.

They added that like many of the
party leaders, the international com-

munity also thinks that the JP is not the
real opposition due to its “bizarre role”
having its share in the cabinet and in
the opposition.

JP has one minister and two state
ministers in the cabinet. Besides, the
party's chief Ershad is a special envoy
to the prime minister.

Responding to a query, GM Quader,
co-chairman of the JP, said, "Chinese
president didn't sit with the Jatiya
Party leaders as his country thinks our
people lack confidence in our party.”

This incident would drift the party
"downwards”, he said, adding that the
refusal of Jinping to meet Raushan
might put negative impact on the party.

Contacted, lawmaker Fakhrul
Imam, also the political secretary of
Raushan, said they did not have the
exact information why the Chinese
president didn't meet Raushan.

Sources in the JP said after the forma-
tion of the present parliament through
the January 5 national polls in 2014,
boycotted by top political parties, most
world leaders visiting Bangladesh did
not hold meetings with Raushan.

Later, the foreign ministry reportedly
requested foreign missions in Dhaka so
that any visiting delegates or envoys
meet Raushan, sources in the JP said.

Following the initiative of the foreign
ministry, some visiting world leaders,
including Indian PM Narendra Modi
and US Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian Affairs Nisha
Desai Biswal, met Raushan.

But in recent times, some world
leaders, including Kerry and Jinping,
"refused” to meet Raushan, party
sources said.

'Be good citizens'
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of Sheikh Russell, who was the youn-
gest son of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Russell Jatiya Shishu
Kishore Parishad organised the
programme at Krishibid Institution,
Bangladesh.

Hasina, the eldest sister of Sheikh
Russell, asked the children to be
ready for making any sacrifice for the
country as all the great achievements
have come through great sacrifices.

She urged all to stay away from the
path of militancy and drug addiction.

Recalling various stories related to
Sheikh Russell, an emotional Hasina
said no child should face the fate
Sheikh Russell met. "I don't want to
see the recurrence of such brutal
killings on the soil of this country.”

Expressing her government's firm
commitment to stop such brutalities
in future, Hasina said her govern-
ment has enacted laws to protect the
rights of children and stop their
abuses.

Hasina said her government is
striving to build a country where
every child will have a safe life and
the opportunity to build his or her
future in a congenial atmosphere.

Chaired by founding president of
the Parishad M Raqibur Rahman, the
programme was addressed, among
others, by Chittagong University Vice
Chancellor Dr Iftekhar Uddin
Chowdhury, advisor to the organiza-
tion.

The PM distributed prizes among
the winners of different sports and
cultural competitions on the occa-
sion and later enjoyed a cultural
programme performed by the mem-
bers of the Parishad.

Govt gets
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Following the inauguration of the
scheme, media reported on making
of fake lists of recipients, selling of
rice allocated for the programme in
the black market, nepotism in issuing
cards and distribution of less than
30kg to families.

Admitting the irregularities, the
minister said, "We have noticed all
sorts of irregularities. We are taking
action and more action will follow
whenever we get any allegation.

The programme is aimed at help-
ing ultra poor people, he said, adding
that no discrimination based on
political affiliation would be allowed
in rice distribution.

So far, at least three people have
been given jail sentences and six
arrested. Dealerships of 44 people
have also been scrapped, nine fined
and 11 cases filed in connection with
various irregularities in the chain of
distributing rice.

Eight committees headed by food
ministry officials were formed to
monitor the programme and a letter
was sent to the deputy commission-
ers to take action against illegal acts,
the minister said.

He urged all elected representa-
tives at all tiers, irrespective of politi-
cal affiliation, not to make the
programime controversial.

Quamrul also thanked the media
to bring the irregularities to the fore
and sought cooperation to make the
programme a Success.

Asked about the sudden price hike
of rice, he said the price would come
down within a week.
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Rich stealing rice meant for poor
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received the card which is for the ultra
poor.

The case of Alauddin Howlader is
more interesting,

The father of two from Purbo
Chakamoiya village in Kalapara of
Patuakhali got a card though he owns 48-
bigha land, cultivated by sharecroppers.

"I purchase rice [under the project]
as [ found my name on the list," he said
without giving details.

But Sobhan Fakir, a landless poor in
Sonamukhi union in Akkelpur upazila
of Joypurhat, didn't get a card.

He went to the chairman of the
union several times, but to no avail. "1
got nothing,” he said.

[gbal Bahar Chowdhury, district
food controller of Joypurhat, admitted
that there are massive anomalies in the
scheme.

Even Food Minister Qamrul Islam
at a press briefing vesterday said vari-
ous irregularities are taking place in the
rice distribution programme.

"We want to keep the programme
above all controversy. No irregularities
by anyone will be tolerated no matter
what his or her political affiliation is,"
he said.

On September 7, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina formally inaugurated
“Food-Friendly Programme” at
Chilmariupazila in Kurigram.

Under the programme, selected
card holders at union level will get
30kg rice every month through ration
dealers at Tk 10 per kg during the lean
periods of September-November and
March-April.

These months have been selected
considering non-availability of work
for day labourers. The ultra-poor fami-
lies are supposed to be listed through
the local public representatives.

The government's rice procurement
price is now Tk 32 per kg and it is sell-
ing the Tk 10-per-kg rice from its stock
in the public granaries. For every kg of
rice sold under the scheme, the govern-
ment gets Tk 8.50 while dealers have
their profit margin of Tk 1.50.

The government is thus providing a
subsidy of Tk 23.50 for each kg of rice
for the scheme.

Food officials told The Daily Star if
the unscrupulous dealers or others can
manage to sell rice from the scheme in
the open market, they pocket a hefty
amountof Tk 23,500 per tonne.

"So, strong vigilance is a necessity
here and the government has to ensure
it," said an official,

DEAD ONTHE LIST

The authorities in Bagha upazila of
Rajshahi issued a card to Attab Ali, who
died four years ago.

However, his family didn't purchase
the rice.

Attab's eldest son Ataur Rahman,
resident of Togorpara village in
Monigram union, said his father was
one of the few solvent men in the vil-
lage, he and his three other brothers
are well-established.

The office of the Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) yesterday identified 15
names of dead people who are on the
list of 1,000 people in Monigram
union,

The UNO office also found 27 names
of solvent people and relatives of local
Awami League leaders who were
included in the list for Monigram and
107 similar names in Gorgori union.

"Those names were cancelled imme-
diately,” UNO Hamidul Islam told The
Daily Star.

Abdul Gani, the dealer for
Monigram, said he got the list from the

Upazila Food Controller's Office and it
was prepared in 2011.

Upazila Food Controller Almas-ud
Doula said the union-level committee
prepared the list and the UUNQO's office
would scrutinise it.

In Thakurgaon, Khalilur Rahman, a
resident of Shalikosha wvillage in
Roypur union of Sadar upazila, was
listed for the rice scheme although he
died four years ago.

His wife Feroza Begum said the card
1s now in possession of one Samad,
who is general secretary of the AL
union unit.

She mentioned that her two sons

work in private firms.
MORE CASES
Jamirul Islam, a teacher at MA

Khaleque College in Jhenidah Sadar
upazila, got a ration card and bought
30kg rice with it recently. His brother
Jahidul Islam, a peon of Defolbaria
Secondary School, also got the same
amount of rice. Their card numbers are
925 and 927 respectively.

Locals alleged that the two from
Defolbaria village got the cards as the
chairman of Kumrabaria Union
Parishad, Ashraful Islam, distributed
many cards among solvent people.

"But many poor people are left out
of the list," said an inhabitant of the
village.

Imdadul Islam, a landless farmer
cultivates other people's land in Bankira
village, said he did not get the card.

The father of two said, "I have no
land of my own. I tried several times,
but my name was not put on the list.”

He added, "I also have to look after
my paralysed mother.”

Despite repeated attempts,
Kumrabaria UP Chairman Ashraful
[slam could not be contacted. His
mobile phone was found switched off.

Local sources said the names of
physically challenged Abdur Rashid,
day labourer Taju Mondol and beggar
Sobhan Mollah were not included in
the list.

Asked, Deputy Commissioner
Mahbub Alam Talukdar said he will take
action on the basis of the allegations of
anomalies in the card distribution.

Sources in the District Food
Controller office said 43,679 cards
have been distributed in the six
upazilas of Jhenidah.

In Rajshahi, Ashraful Islam, general
secretary of a ward unit of AL in
Krishnapur of Mohonpur upazila, was
given a card. His two brothers, three
uncles, and two cousins also got cards.

In Pabna, many complained that they
got half the 30kgrice allotted for them.

Momena Khatun, 40, wife of
Amzad Hossain, of Durgapur village in
Ekdanta union of Pabna Sadar upazila,
was one of them.,

She went to dealer Manik Hossain
yesterday but got 15kg rice. She com-
plained to the local union parishad
member, Adam Ali, but he could not
help her.

‘Many complained that the dealer
deprived the poor. Last month, he did
not give rice to some card holders in my
area saying that he didn't get sufficient
rice,” said Adam Ali, a member of ward-
1 of Ekdanta union of Atghoria upazila.

Manik could not be reached for
comments.

A total of 148 dealers were
appointed for nine upazilas of the
district to sell rice to 98,000 ultra-poor
people, sources said.

"But many people are not getting
the due amount as the dealers sell a
large chunk of the rice in black mar-
ket," said an official of the food office.

The dealers were recruited on politi-
cal consideration, he added.

Maen Uddin, district food control-
ler, admitted that there are anomalies
in the programme, and said they will
take action if anybody complains.

In Chuadanga, over 200 people of
two villages -- Batikadanga and
Kalagachi -- in Titudah union, lodged
complaints to the deputy commissioner
on irregularities in making the list.

In Manikganj, the dealers are giving
25-28kg rice instead of 30kg in Ghoir,
Shibalaya and Sadar upazilas due to
lack of supervision.

The officials assigned to supervise
the sale in unions are supposed to be
present at the dealers' shops from
9:00am to 5:00pm on Friday, Saturday
and Tuesday every week.

But many of them did not do that,
alleged locals.

For example, Shariful Islam is the
dealer at Borundi Bazar of Hatipara
union while the supervising officer is
Manikganj Sadar's agriculture exten-
sion officer, Najim Ur Rauf. But the
official hardly went to the spot.

Contacted, Najim admitted this
saying it was not possible for him to
perform this additional duty since he is
too busy with his official work.

Some other supervising officials
said they have barely any role to play
here as the ruling party men are
involved in the programme.

[Our correspondents Kongkon
Karmaker from Dinajpur, Anwar Ali from
Rajshahi, Sohrab Hossain from
Patuakhali, Azibor Rahman from
Jhenidah, Ahmed Humayun Kabir Topu
from Pabna, Quamrul Islam Rubaiyat
from Thakurgaon, Zahangir Shah from
Manikganj), KM Rezaul Hoque from
Gaibandha, and Amanur Aman from
Kushtia contributed to the report]

Sylhet court
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The court passed the orders after it
found the charge sheet flawed as it
was submitted without proper
investigation, said Additional
Public Prosecutor Khokon Kumar
Dutta.

On August 28, CID Inspector
Arman Ali, also the investigation offi-
cer (I0O) of the case, submitted the
charge sheet, accusing five people and
recommmending acquittal of 11 others.

The charge-sheeted accused are
Mannan Yahya alias Mannan Rahi, 24,
Abul Khaer Rashid Ahmed, 24, Abul
Hossain, 25, Harunur Rashid, 25, and
Faisal Ahmed, 27. Harunur is from
Sunamganj's Tahirpur upazila while the
rest are from Kanaighat upazila of Sylhet.

In the charge-sheet, the 10 recom-
mended acquittal of 11 accused,
including Shafiur Rahman Farabi,
known as a hate campaigner against
secular forcers, and local photojour-
nalist Idris Ali.

Of the accused, Rahi and Abul
Khaer are in jail, while Abul Hossain,
Faisal Ahmed and Harunur Rashid are
on the run.

Ananta Bijoy Das was hacked to
death at Subidbazar in Sylhet city on
May 12, 2015 on his way to his office.

Later, banned militant outfit
Ansarullah Bangla Team claimed
responsibility of the murder through
online post.

Ananta's brother Ratneswar Das
filed a murder case accusing some
unnamed persons with Sylhet Airport
Police Station the next day. Later the
case was transferred to the CID.
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the January

Mashrur Hossain, and Rehana's son Bobby
have been made party councillors.

The PM for the last couple of years had been
thinking of inducting her family members into
the party. Her father and Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along
with most of her family members was brutally
murdered on August 15, 1975.

According to party insiders, top leaders
of some friendly countries also suggested
the the PM grooms the next leadership so
that they could carry on the “legacy” of their
long-term relationship.

Close aides of Hasina said
strengthened her position in the party after
5, 2014 national elections, she
opted to bring her family members to poli-
tics. Joy has already been made her adviser
while Rehana, Bobby and Putul assist her in
different capacities.

The AL's council preparatory committee
recommended the party increase the number
of posts of presidium members, joint general
secretaries and organising secretaries.

In a recent meeting of the party’s council
preparatory committee, AL presidium mem-
ber Obaidul Quader called upon party leaders
to focus on Joy as the party's future leader. He
asked the leaders not to use anyone’s photos in
posters, banners or placards except for those of
Bangabandhu and his family members.

AL Organising Secretary Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury said some party meetings were
told that their future leaders would be Joy
and Bobby. The party men were eagerly
waiting to see them in leadership roles.

About the council, he said it would focus
on the leadership of Hasina who has been
leading the party for 35 years defying many
odds. She now has leading roles in different
international forums.

The party president has been in politics
for 50 years. She was elected the vice-
president of the students' union of Eden

A senior minister and also an AL presid-
ium member told The Daily Star that the
premier wanted to prepare the party's future

Leaders to ask Jo

leadership through this council. To this end,
she has planned to pick several new young
leaders, including a few women, who would
work for the party in the next parliamentary
electionsin 2019.

Party sources in the USA and the UK
conveyed a similarimpression.

“The presence of Bangabandhu's family
members would add a new dimension to
the party's council. The news of their partici- Sl.
pation raised high hopes among the party
men, AL Joint General Secretary Mahbubul 01.
Alam Hanif said.

All party men have long been expecting
to see them in party leadership, he added.

Over 6,500 party councilors were
expected to join the AL national council at
the city's Suhrawardy Udyan., Hasina
recently hinted that she would be happy if
she was relieved of the party chief's post this
time. But the AL leaders said they would
never accept such a decision.

Discussions were underway in the party
whether Syed Ashraful Islam would continue as
the AL general secretary for a third consecutive
term or Obaidul Quaderwould replace him.

End of infertility?

as she
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reported.

It is the first time the stem cells have been
used to create mature eggs outside a
mouse's body. If the process can be made
to work for humans, it could eventually
offer hope to women who are infertile, for
instance as a result of cancer treatment.

But Jacob Hanna, a stem cell biologist
at the Weizmann Institute of Science in
Rehovot, Israel, and a gay rights activist,
said that the approach could also one day
mean eggs are produced from a man's skin
cells - doing away with the need for a
woman's egg cells.

Professor Hanna, who was not involved
in the research, said such a method, giving
a baby two biological fathers but no bio-
logical mother, was 'legitimate to explore
when the right time comes,' Nature.com
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Memo No-LGED/Nipra-Narfe-Tender-01/16-17/2089

Date: 17-10-2016

e-Tender Notice-07/2016-2017

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/iwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for 07 Nos. Packages under
Rural Road and Culvert Maintenance Program, FY 2016-2017 for District: Narsingdi.

Tender
No. | ID

Name of work

Last selling
date & time

Closing
date & time

Opening
date & time

69437

000m-1860m [Sadar] (Package No:
Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-17/W-27)

Periodic Maintenance of Valanagor Bazar
(Jailkhana Mour)-Rajadi Village Road Via Titas
Gas Office (From RHD # 18) Road from Ch.
g-

08-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

4450m-6517m [Palash]
Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-17/W-28)

Periodic Maintenance of Charsindur U.P.-
Jamtala Bazer Via Chalana Road from Ch.
(Package No: e-

08-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

17/W-29)

Periodic Maintenance of Palpara Bazar-Talia
RHD Road from Ch. 000m-2170m [Shibpur]
(Package No: e-Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-

08-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4.00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

Road from Ch. 000m-2050m

17/W-30)

Periodic Maintenance of Mojlishpur-Satpara
[Shibpur]
(Package Mo: e-Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-

09-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

08-11-2016
4:00pm

000m-2500m [Shibpur] (Package No:
Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-17/W-31)

Periodic Maintenance of Shibpur Bus Stand-
Mojlishpur Road Via Pubergaon Road from Ch.
=

08.11.2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

[Monohardi] (Package No:
Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-17/W-32)

Periodic Maintenance of Sagordi R&H to
Barachapa GC Road from Ch. 2100m-4000m
E_

08-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

[Shibpur] (Package No:
Tender/LGED/Nar/GOBM/16-17/W-33)

Periodic Maintenance of Chawgaria R&H-
Garbari Bazar Road from Ch. 1862m-2862m

E-

08-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:00pm

09-11-2016
4:15pm

GD-2068

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard
copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited
online through any registered bank’s branches up to 08 November 2016, 16:00.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Md. Fazle Habib
Executive Engineer
LGED, Narsingdi
Phone: (2-9462260
Fax: 02-9464478
e-mail: xen.narshingdi@lged.gov.bd



