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Rahmatganj MFS players celebrate one of their goals during their thrilling 4-3 victory over Brothers Union at the Bangabandhu

First Test, Day 5 (D/N)
Live from 5:30pm

HHY v
Salahuddin brushes
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Spirited Rahmatganj back on top

SPORTS REPORTER

Rahmatganj MES regained
the lead in the JB Bangladesh
Premier League with a thrill-
ing 4-3 win over Brothers
Union at the Bangabandhu National Stadium
yesterday.

With their sixth win from 10 matches, the Old
Dhaka outfit returned to the top with 22 points
and stayed one point ahead of Chittagong
Abahani. Brothers, on the other hand, stayed at
seventh position with 11 points.

Despite the absence of seven key players due
to suspension and injuries, Rahmatganj dis-
played a spirited show from the start with Sohel
Mia wreaking havoc down the left flank. The
pressure early on clearly had Brothers Union in
trouble as they conceded the lead through an
own goal in the seventh minute,

Sohel, who was dropped from the national
squad after his maiden appearance against
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Maldives last month, darted into the box and
cut it back for Siyo Zunapio, only to see
Brothers defender Krishna Pada put it back to
his own net.

Brothers showed signs of fight-back as
Haitian marksman Walson Anselme rattled the
crossbar in the 16th minute before finding the
back of the net from a free-kick six minutes later.

0 - 1 TEAMBIMC
4 - 3 BROTHERS

FENI SOCCER

RAHMATGAN)J

Brothers took the lead five minutes later when
Nkowcha Kingsley sped into the box and drove
an angular shot home only to have the margin
leveled again by Rahmatganj's Eleta Benjamin
through a well-judged header during stoppage
time of the first half.

The game swung back in Rahmatganj's way
after the restart and the Old Dhaka outfit wres-

tled back the lead with a header from Didarul
Alam on 64 minutes before Kingsley struck his
second goal to make it 3-3 twelve minutes later.

With the game going into stoppage time,
Didarul stunned the Brothers camp with a
curling a left-footer straight into the back of the
net. The seventh goal of this high-scoring
thriller proved to be the decisive one as referee
Azad Rahman called time immediately after
kick-off.

Meanwhile, Team BJMC posted their sec-
ond victory with a single-goal win over Feni
Soccer Club in the day's first match. The win
took them to eighth position with 10 points
while Feni Soccer Club slipped to ninth with
nine points.

Nigerian striker Eleta Kingsley struck the
decisive goal in the 15th minute with a side-
volley from the top of the six-yard box to give
BJMC their second win after two successive
defeats while it was a third straight defeat for
Feni Soccer Club.

United
Live from 1:00am
(Tuesday)

BCB Xl v England XI

Live from 12:30am
(Tuesday)

(Two-day Warm-up Match, Day-2)

Bangladesh
Live from 9:45pm

Time: 10:00am
Venue: MA Aziz Stadium, Chittagong

off demonstrations
Says youth development will be the priority

SPORTS REPORTER

Nine years into his reign of the
Bangladesh Football
Federation, Kazi Salahuddin
has finally realised that he
needs to initiate a youth devel-
opment programme to build quality foot-
ballers for the national team following the
team's failure against Bhutan in the Asian
Cup Play-Off Qualifiers earlier this month.

Salahuddin went to the BFF office yester-
day for the first time since Bangladesh's 1-3
defeat to Bhutan last Monday, and the BFF
boss briefed journalists about his views
regarding that match as well as his future
plans. As he addressed media, approxi-
mately 100 football fans kept demonstrat-
ing outside the BFF headquarters, demand-
ing Salahuddin’s resignation.

“We would have definitely taken it [the
blame] if we had showed any negligence
regarding the national team, but the prob-
lem is that the national team is not playing
well and the players are not performing
well. The national team can't produce
results despite being provided all the facili-
ties. We have to realise that this bunch of
footballers are not good enough to play for
the national team and we have to go for a

future plan,” the BFF boss said. “We have to
go with youth programme. Though youth
development programme is not the job of
the federation, but in this circumstance we
have realised that we have to do it and we
have already started working onit.”

Under the leadership of Salahuddin,
grassroots competitions and youth develop-
ment programmes have been significantly
ignored which led to a crisis of quality play-
ers for the national team.

Even though the Salahuddin-led commit-
tee kept the professional leagues rolling over
the last eight years, over this period the com-
mittee managed to hold the senior division
league four times, the second division three
times, the third division four times and the
pioneer division six times while the leagues at
district level were held only twice.

The Sohrawardi Cup, the Sher-e-Bangla
Cup, Club Cup championship for district
teams, school tournaments and age-level
tournaments have almost disappeared from
the BFF calendar.

“We will go for youth development even
though I could not do it so far. You will
judge it after three or four years. If this
programme doesn't work, I will leave the
federation and you won't need to ask me
about it [resignation]. But I am positive that
it will work,"” Salahuddin said revealing that
his future plans include building regional
development centres, holding coaches'
development courses, coaches' certificate
courses, seminars on premier and champi-
onship leagues and sponsoring the DFAs to
run district football.

Salahuddin, meanwhile, termed the dem-
onstration by fans as ‘just a drama' and he
believed that the demonstrators were backed
by those defeated in the BFF elections.

“What is happening is a just a drama. I
would have been felt hurt if [ saw real foot-
ballers or you [journalists| stage the demon-
stration. It is sad that the drama is taking
place against me. But I have come here with
a mandate and I will do my work,” said
Salahuddin.

Intensity key for Zizou

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid must match the
intensity of a stunning first 45
minutes urged coach Zinedine
Zidane after snapping a four-
game draw streak with a 6-1
rout at Real Betis on Saturday.

I_FP Zidane's men surrendered
top spot on goal difference to

city rivals Atletico Madrid with three consec-
utive draws prior to the international break.

However, a two-week layoff seemed to do
the European champions a world of good as
they stormed into a 4-0 lead before half-
time to blow Betis away.

"After four draws we had to have a game
like this. We played with the necessary
intensity to win," said Zidane. "There are no
small teams. This is a difficult place to come
but we started strongly and it is tough for the
opponent when we play like that."

Zidane had slammed his side's slow
starts earlier this season.

"They are intelligent, good players. They
know we have to start in that manner and they
did well. When we play with the intensity
required it makes it difficult for the opponent.

"We have worked on that, but we need to be
consistent. This match is a reference point.”

Victory took Real back level with Atletico at
the top after Los Rojiblancos went one betterin
a 7-1 thrashing of Granada earlier on Saturday.

And Zidane insists big wins for Atletico,
Barcelona and Sevilla that saw Real slip to
fourth before kick-off hadn't played an extra

TOP FIVE

TEAM P W D L GD PTS

Atletico Madrid 8 5 3 0 18 18

Real Madrid 8 5 3 0 14 18

Sevilla 8 5 2 1 4 17

Barcelona 8 5 1 2 16 16

Villarreal 7 3 4 0 5 13
RESULTS

Atletico 7 - 1 Granada

Carrasco 34, 45,67 ,Gaitan 63, Cuenca 18

81, Correa 85, Tiago 87

Real Betis
Cejudo 55

1 - 6 Real Madrid

Varane 4, Benzema 31, Marcelo 39,
lsco 45,62, Ronaldo 78

motivating factor in their return to form.

"You can have a look and see what is hap-
pening, but that is independent of what we
have to do," he added. We have the obligation
to give everything in every game we play. We are
all satisfied, but we must continue like this."

Raphael Varane got Madrid off to the
perfect start when he headed home Toni
Kroos's free-kick after just four minutes,

“The intensity we started with made
everything a lot easier,” said Varane. "We
spoke a lot in the past few days about
improving that aspect of our play.”

Karim Benzema slotted home the second
before Marcelo added a third.

It was Real's fourth, though, that stole the
show as a sweeping team move involving five
players stormed from a Betis corner all the
way down the other end of the field in sec-
onds before Isco tapped into an empty net.

AGCA SEMINAR

Organized by: Cambrian Int’'l| Study Center & ACCA Bangladesh

Venue: Cambrian Int’l Study Center (Gulshan- 2)

)Thinking about your career after

SSC/0’° Level, HSC/A’ Level, '
Bachelors & Masters =

seminar to find out more about ACCA and how you can achieve a
professional qualification & ACCA will also give you the chance to gain:

* A Masters Degree from University of London (UK)
* An Honours Degree from Oxford Brookes University (UK)
* Masters Degree in Professional Accounting & Finance from DU

For registration please SMS -
<name><last education level>
to any of the following numbers

01720 557 101, 01720 557 127

RN r

Cambrian Int’l Study Centre

Plot- 2, Gulshan Circle- 2,Dhaka. @ /ACCACambrian

Date:
22 October 2016
Time:
10:00am & 04:00pm
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only 15.2300/-

Marquez seals
third MotoGP
title in Japan

REUTERS, Motegi

Honda rider Marc Marquez
secured his third MotoGP
championship in four years
on Sunday by winning the
Japanese Grand Prix after
rivals Valentino Rossi and
Jorge Lorenzo crashed out.

The 23-year-old Spaniard
had only an outside chance
to seal the title but his win
at Motegi gave him an unas-
sailable 77-point lead over
Rossi, who started on pole
but slid into the gravel early.

"Every year is really hard
and you always give your
maximum... but this year, the
pressure | felt, especially in
the beginning of the season,
was really really high,"
Marquez told reporters.

“I felt more pressure but
it gave me extra motivation,
This combination kept me
really focussed.”

Sheikh Russel
School TT
on Tuesday

SPORTS REPORTER
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Sheikh Russel Krira Chakra
will commemorate the birth-
day of Sheikh Russel, youn-
gest son of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, by
launching a school table
tennis tournament, said club
officials yesterday.

The four-day long tourna-
ment will get underway from
Tuesday, Sheikh Russel's 52nd
birthday, at the Shaheed
Tajuddin Ahmed Indoor
Stadium where some 260
students including 25 autistic
children from 41 different
schools will take part. The
participants will compete in
seven different events - boys'
singles, boys' team, gitls'
singles, girls' team, boys' sub-
junior, girls' sub-junior and
autistic singles.

Bashundhara Group and
Bashundhara Cement will
jointly sponsor the event
which has a budget esti-
mated at Tk 15 lakh.
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