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HYBRIDS

This has always been a love-hate
relationship. But now they have
updated the electronics, lowered the

centre of gravity by managing to place
the battery lower and provided a

That doesn't sound right, does it? Hyrb_idsl and {:mrr{ing AXIO/COROLLA FIELDER Funchy 1 fi litre t::ngi(ri'le Si]mﬂag E::n the
tyres may be an oxXymorom, but Tﬂ?" ota isn't havi ng it any I like wagons. Wagons can be cool most of the times, jewel is the 1.5 engine similar to the one on the Prius C }?;:;nz . rE Ei?ﬁlfhee If;:{: Eﬂpz kin
more with the image that Hybrids can't be fun. At least I This Japan only Fielder is a minor refresh in terms of and the battery pack gives a combined output of i fo r]; :] m;:rin aiiratis n?ablﬂuf: 1321
don't think they are having it. Because they provided the design. Head and tail lights are now elongated to create  100bhp. Which isn't much but in this segment power is horseptiwer. Now Tﬂ}rﬂi bt ooy
b Rt Ast . “ ¢ i1 that ended a more squinty appearance front and rear. Which is cool.  less important than how it is delivered to average a Floons -::mh Fun-t::r- o ——
”“?‘St Y OOHUL ASIRTE JORLIRO LEalit WL CRlS. tidl E”_ ed up The inside is a bit Spartan. The dashboard is hard, claimed 33kmpl. What you really need is a whole bunch i il e Aaleey
bﬂl”g Mos H',’V ﬁiﬂ. Mﬂ}'bﬂ HIL’}' meant fﬂl" me to drive Iﬂﬂﬂg clonky plastic and the engine noise and the sound of of these in Dhaka. Government needs to get rid of CNG }h}s l:jlimg 15:;1;11;;00:&{1 o em‘-] bl
Sgﬂﬂ}r with the hﬂpp}; THUTrmur ﬂf content pﬂfﬂr bears coo- wa"lﬂl‘ Splﬂﬁhillg abc:-ut El‘I‘l‘lEEllES iI‘l‘[ thE cabin. The for cars and encourage driving on hjfhﬁq p?WET. lrﬂlindﬂfﬂff?n;;ingeit E;i?;i;f:g‘i? aRie

ing in my head.

Early September this year, Toyota invited us over to
Japan's Fuji Speedway to understand and sample a range
of their hybrid vehicles. They wanted us to know how seri-
ous they are about saving the world through continual
tweaks. Here are six very different cars for possibly very
different sets of people. And it rained.

Question is, did I learn anything?

interesting on the twisty and bend-
filled track. But I have also driven the
previous two and the new one drives
better, turns sharper and has lost
some of that previous boat-in-the-sea
motion. And that too while seating
four well fed adults comfortably.
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MIRAI torque comes in instantly, especially

when [ am exiting a gentle S bend and
ALPHARD I didn't expect it, but this was more ]1gading for a hairpin left turn. Those
The 2016 Alphard is a massive full- doesn't feel sluggish but the ride is 31112:111}; i;:liilél?n]zfﬁkﬁeiizc;ﬁ i :i?dn:g;v ifgaﬂx;l;ei;:ds.ﬁiiaa:i
size MPV big enough to lose people  super soft and super comfortable. eco-car because then you're not really that torque is intoxicating. But if you
in. In fact, several of the attending So I did what you should never do saving the planet. You're still killing it,  really want to save the world, stop
journos haven't yet been found with a cruiser van like this: I took a albeit a little slowly. It is a hydrogen lighting up the traction control sym-
after they got lost inside an tight left hander as hard and as fast powered electric motor developing 152  bol. The car is smooth and silent when
Alphard. The hybrid is powered by  as I dared in the drizzle. It leans hp and 247 lb-ft of torque. And all that driven gently.
a 2.5 litre engine developing a further than the Titanic but with -
surprisingly low 150bhp. Yet it traction on, it remains in line. LEXUS RC 300H

Yep, petrolheads have probably skipped directly to this. The car
CROWN MA]ESTA This was the car gi-,,ren to us for a demo 3[Dng 1 cgup]e / lli'_'lﬂkﬂ StI‘ikiI’lg. It has a Iﬂ‘ffﬂ!‘ll}-’ leather ClE:d iI'J:tF:'I‘iDI‘ with I']lfillf'l_ll{]l_lﬁl}f
: ; ; : . _ of tracks with cones. One was drenched with water jets tiny rear seats. It has a 2.5 litre turbo engine with an electric motor

This 3.5 litre car is the sixth generation of the flagship and the other naturally soaked by rain the next day. producing 220bhp. Which frankly isn't a lot because the car is

full-size sedan from Toyota. Where these models
previously preferred the V8, the modern tech manages
to squeeze out way more power from a smaller capacity
V6. A combined 338 bhp makes it far from a slouch,

Without traction control, this car is more than happy to heavy. But boy does it look good. The CVT manages to provide

push its tail out. Turn it on and the TC tries hard to instant go that behe:s. thf_- WEl‘ght. The steering is precise and super
drag the car into line. While it is loaded with safety sharp but the handling is a little soft even when put into Sport. You

features, if you are silly enough to push it close to triple can still comfortably exit tigh:c corners leaving a trail of tire smoke in

digits and then turn hard, the car will slide out as one the rear view mirror. :Fhe car is ajferagel},r :quick at 8.6 seconds to

of our fellow journalists found out in a spectacular 100kmph but felt quicker each time [ trailed back from the lead cars

spin, In the end, all safety features will be negated if the and then accelerated to ree} them in.The gear-less CVT responds so

driw;r e ag qens{hle as Triirnip, Bt despite {he size and much sharper than the typical 8-speed auto of the 200t models of
iy ‘ ‘ this and the RX. It almost feels like sacrilege saying this hybrid is

perhaps the best combo of a car: quick, fun and frugal.
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- pel— ¢ the remoteness of the steering, you can dial it back in
even when the rear starts to slide.

engined Lucida vans? For most of 2000, they have been building reliable transportation for covering A to B. Now they seem to be injecting some fun in varying doses

I leam? into even their least performance oriented cars. So now you can have fun AND be a responsible earthling. And also, the Mirai can lightly smoke tyres. Surprise.

SO What did For one, hybrids aren't for puttering about only. Toyota seems to be recapturing some of their lost mojo. Whatever happened to the fun AE86, JX Chasers and mid- [
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SUPERCAR
» SHOWDOWN

Ford’s seminal supercar, the GT, is possibly one of the
most high-tech performance cars out there at the
moment. Or at least, that’s what Ford's spec-sheet says.
Due to be released soon, the G is expected to break new
: ‘ ground in the supercar category, taking on the likes of
Twin turbo 3.9 litre V8 motor.  Ferrarj, McLaren and Lamborghini. As the rivalries heat
661 HP, 561 Ib-ft torque. Dual  up, we take a look at what each of these bedroom wall

clutch 7 speed F1 gearbox, RWD. posters bring to the table (or...wall?!).

Twin Turbo 3 litre Naturally aspirated 6.5 litre Twin Turbo 3.8 litre V8. 666 HP,

V6 engine. 700 HP, V12. 740 HP, 509 Ib-ft torque 516 Ib-ft torque. Dual clutch 7 : i

650 Ib-ft torque. (Aventador LP 750-4 SV). 7 speed speed auto, RWD. Estimated price: $250,000.

Rear wheel drive. ISR semi-auto gearbox, AWD. The Ferrari may have the rest beat on
8 speed dual clutch : : o horsepower per price, but the Ford GT is
Hith Gedrbak Number produced: 500. Estimated price: $349,500. well aid truly at the top with its Specs

and advanced construction, not to

Number produced: 3,237 coupes, 1,488 roadsters (all models). Estimated price: $402,000. mention the rarity. In the supercar club,
rarity and top trumps count for every-

thing, but can Ford ditch its blue collar
Estimated number to be produced: 500. Estimated price: $400,000. gbadge and take :m the Europeans?
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e BMW . = TOMICA'S

X2 PREMIUM RANGE

Tomica is Japan's biggest contribu- should be. Despite that, these look

Presented at the 2016 Paris Motor Show, the BMW X2 tor to ensuring kids grow up loving brilliant and usually cost within
Concept is a new addition to the long list of opinion cars. They've been making 1:64ish 600tk-1200tk depending where
dividing SUV designs by the German marque. model cars for kids for almost you buy them. Get from Japan,

Following in the footsteps of the X6, the X2 is a hundreds of years now. They have price is lowest. Buy anywhere else,
compact SUV with a coupe inspired roofline and rakish been doing it almost that long 900-1200tk is a decent deal for
front end that showcases a headlight treatment that has now; long enough to make it a these.
become the mainstay of the current generation BMW traditional toy. For those grown up,  version of the Countach is done in Cons: Don't roll them. The
SUVs. That and the marketing jﬂrgﬂn SpDutEd b}" BMW Tomica offers the upgraded cas[ing the right shade of blue with pi’:l‘fE{:t wheels will make a t:lar_ket}f-clack
PR gives out strong hints that the X2 will definitely for the Premium line. These have five slot Lambo wheels, narrow up sound like a train. The wheels have
make it into production, most likely as a slot-in mostly proper proportions, accu- front and wide at the rear. The small slot for holding the differ-
between the XLand X3.. L rate decals and most importantly ~ Subaru on the other hand comes ~ ently designed rims, and these

‘Pma.:iuct dwermﬁc?tmn is gfchi, but dwz.dmg ranges hinsecrrectrhnels with all the right stuff albeit for the cause that sound.
this thin already can't be a great idea, can it? Wa have the SanGik a8 ke oddly rubber spoiler at the back. It P —— worine os o ceser B o 3

\ ' Subaru today. The Walter Wolfe also appears just a tad wider than it [_WDRDS S PHOTOS: B, R, RDHMT] il e i i




