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JMB member
gets 14
years' Rl

OurR CORRESPONDENT,

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Chapainawabgani

A court yesterday awarded
14 years' rigorous impris-
onment (RI) to a member
of banned Islamist militant
outfit Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh in
cases under arms and anti-
terrorism acts.

Judge of Special
Tribunal-2 Ziaur Rahman,
also additional district
judge of Chapainawabganj,
handed down the verdict in
presence of the convict --
Abdul Munib, 25, son of
Ajmol Haque of Koilar Diar
village under Shibganj
upazila in the district.

According to the prose-
cution, police arrested
Munib from his house at
Koilar Diar village in
Shibganj upazila on June
18, 2009 and recovered one
shooter gun and three
bullets from his bedroom.

The same day, SI
Mizanur Rahman of
Shibganj Police Station
filed a case against him
under arms and anti-
terrorism acts.

SI Siddique, investiga-
tion officer of the case,
pressed charges accusing
him on July 8, 2009.

cannot be held.

the necks of cattle,

ahead of Durga Puja.

daily,” Minoti added.

About 2,000 Paul families in the district are
doing brisk business making jhora on the occa-
sion of Durga Puja, the biggest festival of the
Hindu community in the country.

Jhora, an important element for celebrating the
puja, is made of spong wood (shola), jute sticks,
thread and red dye. It looks like a kadam flower.

Dilip Kumar Chakroborty, chief priest of
Nilphamari Kalibari, said jhora is regarded as a
blessing of Goddess Durga, without it the festival

It is mandatory for Hindu families to hang
jhora in puja mandaps, temples and residential
houses, on agricultural tools, and even around

Jhora maker-cum-trader Sukumar Paul of
Kundopukur village in Sadar upazila, said the
families usually start making jhora two months

It is easy to collect jute sticks locally as it is jute
harvesting season now, but spong wood is scarce
as it grows in marshy land, most of which are
filled up by grabbers. For collecting the material,
they have to go to Kala Peerer Beel, a vast marshy
land in Thakurgaon, he added.

Around six-foot-long spong wood is dried in
the sun and painted red. Then it is cut into small
pieces measuring two inches by two inches.

Minoti Rani, a housewife of Sonarai village, said
they use a small knife, locally called katari, to make
350 to 400 fine white petals on each spong wood
piece, using a particular technique. They are then
attached with thread to three-inch-long piece of
jute stick to make them look like kadam flowers.

“It takes only three minutes for an expert to
make the petals of a jhora. A family of five
members can make at least 250 to 300 pieces

On a visit to different puja mandaps, it was
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requires at least 100 to 150 pieces.

Jhora maker Animesh Paul said, "My
family made 12,000 jhoras this season and I
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Brisk trade in jhora on puja

. T

Kalibari. The photo was taken on Sunday.

seen that the makers were carrying huge stock of
jhora, which cost Tk 2.50 to Tk 3.00 per piece.
Traders said though jhora price is cheap, the
huge sale enables them to earn handsome profit.
Hundreds of families buy 50 jhoras each on an
average, and each of the hundreds of mandaps
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A vendor sells jhoras, an important item for arranging Durga Puja, in a bicyle near Nilphamari

PHOTO: STAR

expect to earn around Tk 35,000 profit after
spending only Tk 1,000 for buying jute
stick, thread and red dye.”

Akkhoy Kumar Roy, president of the
District Puja Udjapan Committee, said there
are nearly 850 puja mandaps in the district,
which need huge quantities of jhora. The
poor people get a chance to earn additional
money by making jhora, he added.

No tube-well in
83 schools, 62
without toilets

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Lack of tube-wells for safe drinking water in 83 primary schools
out of 192 in Sadullapur upazila of the district is causing
immense sufferings to hundreds of kids and staffs for long,

Besides, 62 primary schools in the same area are running
without toilets for over five years, said Upazila Primary
Education Officer Golam Mostafa.

Due to the situation, the children have to run to either
croplands orbamboo grove at the call of nature, he said.

Headmaster of Salipur Government Primary School
Saiful Islam said a tube-well was installed on the school
premises five years ago but miscreants stole the top of the
tube-well and since then, the students are suffering from
serious crisis of pure drinking water.

Despite repeated pleas, the authorities concerned are yet
to take any steps to install tube-well to mitigate suffering of
the kids, said Rajib Lochan Badol, headmaster of
Habibullapur Government Primary School.

Chairman of the upazila parishad Saidur Rahman, presi-
dent of upazila primary education committee in Sadullapur,
said the matter will be placed in the next parishad meeting to
provide the schools with tube-wells and toilets.

SHARSHA, JHIKARGACHA

Sudden jute price fall
upsets growers

Our CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

The sudden price fall of jute in the local
markets disappoints the farmers of Sharsha
and Jhikargacha upazilas under Jessore
district.

This year many farmers cultivated jute
with the hope of getting high price for the
cash crop that would help them recover the
losses they earlier incurred due to damage of
other crops by heavy rain.

But the unexpected price fall has come as
a blow to them.

Farmers in Sharsha and Jhikargacha
upazilas cultivated jute on 5,700 hectares
and 3,850 hectares of land this year against
the targets of 4,600 hectares and 4,885
hectares respectively, said sources at the
Department of Agriculture Extension.

This season's average yield is 11 maunds
of jute per bigha in the two bordering
upazilas.

2 killed under train wheels

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Two youths were crushed to death under the wheels of an
intercity train near a level crossing in Sadar upazila of
Jessore yesterday. The deceased were Shukur Ali, 28, son of
Daud Hossain of Churamonkathi village, and Samir
Hossain, 28, son of Mohiuddin of Badhdanga village in the
upazila. Sub-Inspector Rejaul Islam of Jessore Government
Railway Police (GRP) said the accident occurred when a
Dhaka-bound train from Khulna hit the two when they
were crossing rail tracks near Meherullah level crossing
around 6:00am. Police later recovered the bodies and sent
them to Jessore Medical College Hospital morgue for
autopsy, said the SL

College studentelectrocuted

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A college boy was electrocuted at Balavir village in Boda
upazila of Panchagarh yesterday. The victim was Musa
Ahmed, 21, son of late Nawab Ali of the village, and a second
year student of English Department of Birganj Degree
College in Dinajpur. Local people said Musa came in contact
with a live electric wire when he went to hang his clothes on a
GI wire at their courtyard. He later died at the upazila health
complex.

'PunishTonu's killers'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Speakers at a rally in Brahmanbaria yesterday demanded
capital punishment of the killers of Nilufa Akther Tonu. They
also threatened to go for tougher agitation if the culprits are
not arrested immediately. The victim's brother Shelu Sana
Ullah also spoke at the programme held in front of Dhaka-
Sylhet highway in Sarail upazila of the district. Victim Nilufa
Akther Tonu, 19, daughter of Chan Mia of Uchalia village,
was killed allegedly by her husband and in-laws for dowry on
August 21, A murder case was filed in this connection, said
Sarail police.

Awful condition of the five and a half kilometre Mahendranager-Barbari road that connects the Lalmonirhat district
headquarters with other upazilas. The photo was taken a few days ago.

Business suffers as road
In sorry state

Lalmonirhat RHD says road would be repaired soon

S DiLip ROY, Lalmonirhat

The five and a half kilometre road
from the district headquarters to
Mahendranagar-Borobari has been in
awful condition for the last 10
months, severely hampering trans-
portation of goods to and from the
district and other parts of the country.
Mehndranagar-Borobari and
Mahendranagar-Mostafi roads connect
the district headquarters and four other
upazilas of the district.
Mahendranagar-Mostafi road is not in
use as it has been under repair by the
Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) for the last seven
months. Mahendranagar-Borobri road

the horrible road.

is open, butitis in awful condition, and
so is the Kulaghat-Borobari link road.
Truck driver Noor Islam, 45, said
they do not dare to drive on the
Mahendranagar-Borobari road as
there is a risk of going off the the road.
Ramkanta Roy, 42, another truck
driver, said they take the risk of driving
on the road if they get higher fare from
the businessmen, adding that the fare
has increased by Tk 3,000 to Tk 6,000
per trip due to the risk of accident on

Truck owner Lal Miah said he
allows his drivers to go on the awful
road if he gets higher fare,

Shariful Islam, a businessman of
the town, said they are paying addi-

tional cost for transporting their
goods as there is no alternative road,
which is causing losses for them.

President of Lalmonirhat Chamber
of Commerce and Industries Sheikh
Abdul Hamid said many businessmen
have stopped transporting goods to
and from the district town due to the
awful road. This situation is affecting
them badly as their business is
dependent on transport.

Estimator of Roads and Highway
Department in Lalmonirhat Shahidul
Islam said they have been allocated Tk
12 crores for repairing 12 km of roads,
including Mahendranagar-Borobari
road. Repair work will start after pro-
cessing of the tender, he added.
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