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Just another example of how neglectful both the authorities and the general public are about safety. A youth jumps off a trawler into the pontoon
at Kumira ghat (landing station) in Chittagong's Sitakunda upazila. People regularly commute between this place and Sandwip, but there has
been no safe arrangement for boarding and getting off the trawlers. The photo was taken last week.
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Two CMP cops suspended

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Chittagong Metropolitan Police (CMP) suspended two
detectives for "breaching" discipline.

They are Sub-inspector Ujjal Kanti Das and Assistant
Sub-inspector Anisur Rahman.

CMP Commissioner Md Igbal Bahar told The Daily
Star yesterday that punitive actions would be taken
against them after an investigation, but he refused to
elaborate on the reason for suspension.

Woman arrested for killing son

A CORRESPONDENT, Savar

LINB, Bogra

A mother strangled her five-year-old son at Polashbari
in Ashulia, outside the capital, as he refused to sleep
early yesterday.

Rabiul was the son of Yeanur Begum and her
estranged husband. During primary interrogation,
Yeanur admitted that she lost her temper and strangled
her son. Hearing Yeanur screaming, locals rushed in
and took Rabiul to Gonoshasthaya Medical College
where the doctor declared dead.

Couple dies from electrocution
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Delhi to work
closely with

Dhaka for a
secure Asia

Indian state minister tells
his Bangladesh counterpart
UNB, Dhaka

India will closely work
with Bangladesh to create
a seamlessly connected
and secure Asia, said
Indian State Minister for
External Affairs General
(retd) Vijay Kumar Singh.

Recalling his tour of
duty in Chittagong during
Bangladesh's War
Liberation in 1971, Singh
assured Bangladesh that
India, as in 1971, contin-
ued providing support to
Bangladesh in its efforts
towards countering terror-
ism, regional connectivity
and its Asean Dialogue
Partnership bid.

He made the remark
during a bilateral meeting
with his Bangladeshi coun-
terpart Shahriar Alam in
Bangkok on Sunday.

Bangladesh Ambassador
to Thailand Saida Muna
Tasneem was present dur-
ing the meeting.

The two ministers dis-
cussed a wide range of
bilateral issues on
Bangladesh-India relations
on the sidelines of the
second Asia Cooperation
Dialogue (ACD) Summit
that took place in Bangkok
on Sunday and yesterday,
said the Bangladesh for-
eign ministry.

“Bangladesh looks
towards moving the
regional connectivity and
energy security agenda
forward, together with
India under the ACD and
other regional cooperation
frameworks to the mutual
benefit of our two peo-
ples,” said Shahriar.

Poverty puts children
in risky business

Bss, Dhaka

Driving orworkingasa helper
of locally made passenger
vehicle "Leguna" in Dhaka
city has become a source of
livelihood for many children,
particularly those who
migrated from villages.

Twelve-year-old Bipul
Chandra Saha, son of
Polash Chandra Saha of
Barisal, is one of them.

He works as a Leguna
helperin the capital to eke outa
living. Though he still contin-
ues to study, uncertainty hangs
over hiseducation.

A student of Class-IV in a
primary school in
Mohakhali, he works every
day from 10:00am to
9:00pm, on the Farmgate-
Mohakhali route. He collects
fare from the passengers,
precariously hanging on the
back of the vehicle. It brings
him Tk 200 to 300 a day.

Talking to this news
agency, Bipul said his
mother died when he was
only two vyears old. His
father did not marry again,
but unfortunately he fell
sick after a few years. Now as
the only earning member of
the family, Bipul needs to

look after his father.

“ go to school in the
morning and return at
9:30am... I cannot go to
school every day as my father
falls sick frequently due to his
illness,” Bipul said.

Manzill Murshid, a lawyer
and president of Human
Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh (HRPB), said the
government should support
the families like that of Bipul
to get their children back to
school as 30 percent of chil-
dren dropped out before
getting through Class V and

were forced to work for a
livelihood.

Morshed also emphasised
INncreasing awareness on
child labour and taking legal
action against individuals
and institutions employing
children in risky jobs.

According to a 2003
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) and
International Labour

Organization (ILO) survey, 78
lakh children were engaged in
economic activities in
Bangladesh, out of which 32
lakh were child labourers and

Children working as helpers precariously hang behind a
Leguna, a locally made passenger vehicle, in the

capital's Khamarbari last week.
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13 lakh of them were involved
in hazardous work. Among
the child workers, 17.4 per-
cent were working in the
capital city, itshowed.

State Minister for Women
and Children Meher Afroz
Chumki said people
employed children because
their labour was cheap and
they could not bargain.
Poverty and lack of educa-
tion remain as main causes
of child labour, she noted.

She urged the NGOs to
work with the government to
find alternative ways for 6.5
lakh children now working
in nine hazardous sectors in
Dhaka, particularly in leather
and chemical factories, stone
breaking, motor garages and
wielding activities, hotels
and restaurants, and book
binding,

A 2007 survey of Unicef
and ILO revealed that 4.2
lakh children in the coun-
try were domestic work-
ers, 83 percent of them
girls. According to the
National Child Labour
Survey in 2013, around
3.4 million children are
engaged in perilous works
for survival.

A man and his wife died from electrocution in their
house in the city's Shibbati Sabuj Sangha area yesterday.
Police said Dolly Begum, 42, got electrocuted as she
came in contact with a live electric wire while hanging
wet clothes inside the house in the afternoon and her
husband Golam Mostafa, 50, a tradermet the same fate
when he came forward to save his wife. Their niece
Jonny, who sustained injuries while trying to save them.

Elephant dies fleeing from mahout

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

An elephant died on Sunday evening falling
into a pond on being electrocuted after separat-
ing from two other animals and their handler,
or mahout, and damaging two thatched
houses in Chittagong's Hathazari upazila.

Some Maddhya Quaish villagers who
witnessed the incident, along with Shikarpur
union Chairman Bakkar Siddique, told The
Daily Star that the animal became agitated in
front of Quaish College on the Kaptai road,
trumpeting and stamping its foot.

The elephant, a male believed to be aged
over five years and weighing around 1,000
kilogrammes as per the forest department
officials, crossed a canal to enter the locality,
they said.

It damaged the houses before ramming a
utility pole, causing a cable to fall and elec-
trocute it, they said. None was reportedly
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injured as the houses' residents escaped
jumping into an adjacent pond, said Bakkar.

Another, of nearly the same size as the first,
ran away, roaming adjacent Burishchar union
and damaging some houses before last being
seen moving towards Raozan upazila early
morning yesterday, said the locals.

The mahout headed towards the direc-
tion he came from, Kaptai area, with the
remaining elephant, which locals suspect is
the mother of the two. Forest officials are yet
to trace the mahout and the two elephants.

On the dead body lifted out of the pond
using a tow truck yesterday afternoon,
Assistant Conservator of Forests Jahangir
Alam said they would conduct an autopsy
before burying it in Rangunia upazila.

Chairman Bakkar said it was common
for mahouts to come to the locality and
make the elephants use their trucks to salute
people before demanding money.

An Elephant carcass draws a ::ruwd in Chittagong's Hathazari upazﬂa yesterday
afternoon after it fell into a pond on being electrocuted on Sunday evening.

Brainwashed into militancy?

FROM PAGE 3

and sought punishment for, what they said,
those who brainwashed them.

Rafid, son of Taufig Hasan and Nilufar
Yasmin, and Aiad, son of late Ali Hasan and
Munmun Ahmed, completed their A-levels
from reputed English medium schools of
the capital.

Both families are well-off with Rafid's
living on the fourth floor apartment of a six-

storey building while Aiad's in another
about 200 yards away.

Their ancestral homes are in Kolatia
union of Keraniganj upazila, on the out-
skirts of the capital.

Locals in Monipur said Rafid's father is
an engineer by profession.

DMP Assistant Commissioner (Mirpur
zone) Kazi Mahbubul Alam said they were
investigating the militancy allegation.
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A priest leads a prayer session on Mahanavami of Durga Puja yesterday, at Dhakeshwari national temple in the capital.
The Hindu religious festival will conclude today, Vijaya Dashami or the tenth and final day, through immersion of the
goddess's idol. In Hindu traditions, it is believed that Durga brings an end to all forms of misery.
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