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NON-GOVT EDU INSTITUTIONS

12,619 to be
appointed
teachers

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The education ministry
yesterday released a list of
12,619 candidates cen-
trally selected for getting
appointed as teachers to
non-government schools,
colleges and madrasahs
for the first time across the
country.

Education Minister
Nurul Islam Nahid
unveiled the list at a press
conference in his ministry
at Bangladesh Secretariat.
The list is available on the
website of the Non-
Government Teachers'
Registration and
Certification Authority
(NTRCA).

A total of 1,375,187
candidates, who passed
non-government teachers
recruitment tests so far,
applied against 14,669
posts in 6,470 educa-
tional institutions. After
analysing their applica-
tions, 12,619 candidates
were selected for recruit-
ment, said a press
release of the ministry.

Some posts, however,
remain vacant, as none
applied for them and due
to other reasons, it said.

Terming the selection a
"milestone” in the coun-
try's education sector, the
minister said the selec-
tion process was done
impartially and transpar-
ently.

"There is no scope for
nepotism or solicitation,"
he said, adding the
recruitment process is
being done like that of
Public Service
Commission as per the
Education Policy-2010.

With the religious festival of Durga Puja being celebrated across the country, clockwise from leff, Kumari Puja takes place at Ramakrishna
Mission in the capital on Maha Ashtami yesterday; prasad (sweet delicacies) being distributed at Naiorpool Ramakrishna Mission in Sylhet

YESTERDAY'S  DHAKA
TEMPERATURES

CHITTAGONG
H33.01L26.4 H3351L264

SYLHET
H31.41125.0

RAJSHAHI ~ KHULNA

City

H33.001L264 H34.2[L263

2nd Edition

The Baily $tar | 5§

BARISAL
H32.21126.0

RANGPUR
H29.81124.5

PUJA REVELRY ACROSS NATION

city; rituals being performed at the Dhakeshwari national temple in Dhaka.
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Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary qusty wind s likely to occur at

5:37pm and rises tomorrow at 5:54am.

most places over Khulna, Barisal, Rangpur, Mymensingh, Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at many
places over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions in the next 24 hours. The sun sets in the capital today at

SCto hear Khaleda's Niko plea Oct 31

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

fixing a date.

City DESK

The Supreme Court yesterday fixed October 31 for
hearing a leave to appeal petition filed by BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia seeking a stay in the trial
proceeding of Niko corruption case against her.
Chamber Judge of the Appellate Division Justice
Hasan Foyez Siddique fixed the date after
Khaleda's lawyer A] Mohammad Ali prayed for

The ACC filed the case in December 2007, accusing
Khaleda and several others of abusing power to award
a gas exploration and extraction deal to Canadian

company Niko when she was the prime minister
between 2001 and 2006.

Abdul Hai Khan passes away

CiITtYy DESK

Abdul Hai Khan, founder of Sreenagar Government

Sufia A Hai Khan Girls High School, died on

Thursday at Apollo Hospital in Dhaka. He was 77.
He left behind his wife, two sons and four daughters.
All have been requested to pray for his departed soul.

Death anniversary

HC verdict on 'special guerrilla FFs' stayed

FROM PAGE 3

the guerrilla force and also ordered to give

them proper status, dignity and facilities of

the freedom fighters.
Responding to a writ petition filed by

Pankaj Bhattacharya, a deputy commander of

the guerrilla force, on January 19 last year, the
HC declared illegal the government's decision
voiding recognition of the guerrilla fighters as
freedom fighters on October 29, 2014.

The special guerrilla force was formed
with leaders and activists of the National
Awami Party (NAP), Communist Party and
Chhatra Union after Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman declared independence of

the country on March 26, 1971, said peti-

tioner's lawyer Subrata Chowdhury earlier.

The liberation war affairs ministry issued a
gazette in July 2013, proclaiming members of
the guerilla force, including Comrade Moni
Singh and NAP President Prof Mozaffar
Ahmed, freedom fighters. The two were advis-
ersto the government-in-exilein 1971.

The government, as recommended by
Jatiyo Muktijoddha Council, the central
platform of freedom fighters, cancelled their
recognition in 2014, which was illegal, the
lawyer said. The liberation war affairs minis-
try cancelled its 2013 notification since the
members of the guerrilla force had been given
recognition under the banners of organisa-
tions like NAP, CPB and Chhatra Union.
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Although polythene bag production,
marketing and usage have been
banned, its manufacturing and use are
rampant in Chittagong for lack of
proper monitoring and strict enforce-
ment of law.

During recent visits to local kitchen-
markets at Reazuddin Bazar, Kazir
Dewry, Choumuhuni, EPZ,
Bahadderhat, Karnaphuli Gate No. 2,
Pahartali and Katghar Bazaar, it was
revealed how these polythene bags
were being widely used by everyone
from sellers to buyers.

Naimul Ahsan Abir, a student of
Chittagong University (CU) whom
this correspondent met at Katghar
Bazaar, said, "At first we used reusable
jute bags when the ban was imposed.
But due to a lack of monitoring, shop
owners started using the polythene
bags again and we also stopped bring-
ing bags from home.”

“We are not the only one to blame.
The shoppers also need to be aware
regarding this,” said Md Kalu, a vegeta-
ble vendor of Steel Mill Bazar.

Department of Environment (DoE)
Chittagong Metropolitan Director
Azadur Rahman Mollick said there are
around 15 to 20 approved polythene
factories in the city and to his knowl-
edge there is no illegal factory.

Industry insiders, however, said there
are around 50 factories that produce
and supply polythene bags. A mechanic
of such unit who has been to most of the
city factories, and a wholesaler, request-
ing anonymity, corroborated.

“Polythene bags over 55 microns
thick are not illegal. So we cannot stop
all the factories. However, some
approved factory owners produce bags
below the permitted level,” said
Sangjuckta Dasgupta, assistant direc-
torof DoE.

The DoE recently seized polythene
from two such factories. The Poly
Packaging in Nasirabad was caught
red-handed with four tonnes of poly-
thene on July 12. Besides, a mobile
court caught MH Packaging in Chaktai

found producing polythene in remote
Pahartali recently. A similar factory
owned by one Mohsin Sohag was
busted in the same area on January 30
and fined Tk 1 lakh.

It was not the first time for Sohag; he
was fined Tk 4, Tk 1 and Tk 1 lakh in
2012, 2015 and 2016 respectively.
While talking to The Daily Star in July
2015, he said he had invested over Tk
50 lakh and it was not possible for him
to stop his business.

From January, more than 50 law
enforcement drives were conducted
and over 27 tonnes of polythene was
seized and Tk 13.56 lakh was realised

Today is the 31st death anniversary
of Mahmu-dun Nabi Tarek, brother
of Anwarul Kabir Shahjada, the
editor of the Daily Financial Times.

On this occasion, doa and milad
mabhfils will be held at a mosque near
his Nijpanua village home in —
Chhagalnaiya upazila of Feni and at the f:aplta] B Gulhagh
Jame Mosque and Momenbag Masjid-E-Raihan,

Polythene rules Ctg

the owners.

According to Bangladesh
Environment Preservation Act
(Amended 2010), the punishment of
production, importing and marketing
of polythene is upto two years' impris-
onment or Tk 2 lakh fine or both for
the first time offence. For the second
time,it is two to 10 years'
imprionsment or Tk 2 to 10 lakh fine
or both.

But no one has been sent to jail as
per law although some illegal poly-
thene factory owners were caught
more than twice,

Dr SM Shamsul Huda an associate

Officials examine polythene produced in an illegal factory in the port city's
Pahartali area. Despite ban, production and use of this environmentally
hazardous item go on unabated and factories keep on mushrooming for lack

of strict enforcement of law.

as fine, said DoE assistant director.
Also, four tonnes of polythene were
seized and Tk 8 lakh was realised in 27
mobile court drives, she said.

However, none was sentenced to jail.

When asked why such widespread
use of polythene could not be stopped
despite frequent drives, DoE Director
Mollick evaded the question and
replied, “We are conducting drives
frequently. You find out why it could
not be stopped.”

A DoE official requesting anonym-
ity said the current way of seizing and
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professor of forestry and environmen-
tal sciences of CU, said, “As we do not
have an effective waste management
system, the used polythene clogs city
drainage system and creates layer on
soil. It destroys land fertility and takes
alongtimeto decompose.”

“Polythene ending up in the
Karnaphuli river and the Bay of
Bengal may create similar prob-
lems, putting biodiversity and eco-
system in peril.”

Strict enforcement of law is a must
instead of a fine, which has already

for the same offence. fining will not bring any result and proven to be ineffective, he
Unapproved Syed Polythene was strict measures have to be taken against emphasised.
Al, lawmaker commercial spaces

Amanur e :
ELEPHANT ROAD E
denied bail BAILY ROAD i
oo
STAFF CORRESPONDENT MOGHBAZAR §
W - MIRPUR =~ g
e High Court yesterday S
rejected a bail petition filed INDIRAROAD any Il’rlme §
by ruling Awami League RAJARBAGH location ~

lawmaker Amanur Rahman
Khan Rana in the freedom
fighter Faruque Ahmed
murder case.

The HC bench of Justice
Abu Jafar Siddigquie and
Khijir Ahmed Chowdhury
passed the order consider-
ing that the bail petition
was not submitted prop-
erly.

Amanur, a lawmaker
from Tangail constituency-
3, surrendered to a Tangail
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