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JS passes bill
on president's
pension

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The “President's Pension,
Gratuity, and other
Privileges Bill, 2016" was
passed by voice vote in
parliament yesterday with a
provision declaring ineligi-
ble those whose assump-
tion of office was declared
illegal and unconstitutional
by the higher court.

Main opposition Jatiya
Party's (JP) proposal for
taking public opinion was
rejected after Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury,
in charge of the Cabinet
Division, moved the bill.

JP lawmakers alleged
that the bill was to deprive
their chairman, HM
Ershad, who along with
Ziaur Rahman has become
ineligible for the privileges.

They demanded keeping
Ershad out of the bill's
purview, something vehe-
mently rejected by Matia.

For those eligible, the
nominees or descendants of
the presidents could claim
the pension and other facili-
ties, states the bill.
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Marina Tabassum shows Cultural Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman Noor the photos of Bait Ur Rouf Mosque, designed by her, at Edge Gallery in
Dhaka's Gulshan-2 yesterday, which was selected for Aga Khan Award for Architecture. Nineteen snaps of such structures, including of
another Bangladeshi Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury's Friendship Centre, were displayed at the ceremony held by Aga Khan Development
Network and the cultural affairs ministry to honour the two, who will be awarded on November 5 and 6 in the UAE.
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Traumatised by torture

Rights boss says 9-yr-old girl suffered
‘extreme violation of human rights'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

She cowered, burying her face in her mother's lap at the
sight of unknown men, some carrying cameras, entering her
Dhaka Medical College Hospital cabin yesterday:.

Initially, not even Firoza Begum could cajole Jannatul
Ferdous into talking to National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) Chairman Kazi Reazul Hoque who
had come on a visit to the National Institute of Burn and
Plastic Surgery.

A closer look revealed a deep wound on the nine-year-
old's head, burns all over the back and scalding on the legs,
helping to piece together a story known all too well.

“How cruel could a person be to have tortured a little girl
like this?” reacted Reazul to the burns, some of which were
fresh, something he termed an outcome of “extreme viola-
tion of human rights”,

On the pretext of taking her from her Chandpur home on
a visit to his house, a distant uncle left Jannatul a year ago at
the Gazipur residence of another aunt of hers, Firoza told
this correspondent.

The aunt and her husband used to make her work as a
domestic help, beat her with heated kitchen utensils and a
clothes iron and made her go hungry and sleep on the floor
in front of a bathroom, she added.

The conning uncle brought her to Chandpur on
September 14 and locals admitted her to Chandpur Sadar
Hospital before she was brought to the burn unit on
October 1 with the help of Prothom Alo Trust.

All three accused are under arrested. The burn unit's
Coordinator Dr Samanta Lal Sen said she would undergo
surgery in two weeks.
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Alternatives to bricks must
to save fertile topsoil

Mosharraf tells journos; inaugura

STAFF CORRESPONDENT E

Use of alternatives of bricks is necessary
for protecting fertile topsoil of farmland
and preventing it from becoming raw
materials for construction, said Housing
and Public Works Minister Mosharraf |
Hossain yesterday.

On Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) arresting two Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) officials, he said the former could conduct
drives but "itis a problem if they go there to cause trouble”,

‘Nobody is transparent” and looking into files for per-
sonal benefit creates problems, he responded to journalists'
queries in the capital's Dhaka Reporters Unity.

Mosharraf had to intervene when Rajuk officials and
employees stopped work and demonstrated for several days
after ACC arrested two senior officials on August 29 for
allegedly misappropriating about Tk 3.46 crore from govern-
ment funds. The arrestees are Sydur Rahman, superintendent
engineer of Rajuk's Uttara Apartment Project, and Monwarul
Islam, executive engineer and project director of Gulshan-
Banani-Baridhara and Uttara Lake Development Project.

Mosharraf yesterday used videoconferencing to inaugu-
rate a five-day fair on substitutes of bricks at Housing and
Building Research Institute (HBRI).

While the government continues to search for more
alternatives, HBRI has already come up with low cost, envi-
ronment friendly and sustainable ones such as hollow
concrete blocks, thermal blocks and ferrocement sandwich
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panels, he said.

The media will have to make these
popular, he said, suggesting Public
Works Department and National
= % Housing Authority construct walls of

w government structures using hollow
sand-cement-gravel blocks.

Croplands lose fertility if topsoil is
removed and if the practice is not
stopped, the achievement of being self-
sufficient in food production will gradually fade, he added.

As per The Daily Star's report of January 26, at least 500
bighas of prime farmland in five upazilas of Lalmonirhat lose
productivity every year as their topsoil is sold to feed around
40 local brick kilns, each making between 15 and 30 lakh
bricks a year. Local farmers have alleged that they are often
pressed to sell wvaluable topsoil. Brick kiln owners in
Lalmonirhat said topsoil from about 20 bighas can produce
around 12 lakh bricks.

Most of around 7,000 such kilns across the country use
topsoil, producing around 1,500 crore bricks every year as
per a Department of Environment source.

Natural regeneration may take up to 20 years. However,
floodplains recover quicker through sedimentation, said
experts, adding that during this period nothing grows on the
land. Fertility loss occurs if only six inches of soil is removed
while brick kiln owners are taking away 18 inches or more.

HBRI Director Md Abu Sadeq said the alternatives could
reduce a building's construction cost by 3 percent and the
government plans stopping use of bricks by 2020.
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Murari Chand College students at a human chain in Sylhet city's Tilagar yesterday demand death penalty for
Badrul Alam, 30, who hacked BA (pass) examinee Khadiza Begum Nargis on the college campus in broad daylight

the day before. They also blocked Sylhet-Tamabeel road and brought out a procession.
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ACC arrests
suspended
bank official,

ex-UP chairman

MINTU DESHWARA, Sylhet

DURGA PUJA IN SYLHET CITY

Clay pot sale on rise

Puja Udjyapan Parishad Sylhet metropolitan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti Corruption
Commission (ACC) yester-
day arrested a suspended
Janata Bank official in two
graft cases filed for his
alleged involvement in the
misappropriation of Tk
77.6 lakh.

ACC arrested Shami
1lah, an assistant man-
ager of the bank’s
Gendaria branch in the
capital in two cases filed
with Gendaria Police
Station yesterday.

Meanwhile, ACC
arrested Aminul Islam
Khan Liton, a former
chairman of Gavaram
Chandrapur Union
Parishad in Jhalkhati, in
Barisal Sadar yesterday for
pocketing Tk 3.94 lakh
from a government project
following a February 24
case filed with Jhalkhati
Police Station.

Bridge area.

elements of worships.

ones.”

pots.”

The sale of clay pots has increased in Sylhet
city and its adjacent areas marking the
upcoming Durga Puja, the biggest religious
festival of the Hindu community.

Pots of various shapes and designs are
being sold at different shops and stalls espe-
cially in Hasan market, Laldghiripar and Kin

The colourful pots are available at differ-
ent price ranging from Tk 20 to Tk 500,
depending on their sizes and designs.

Locals use such clay pots for household
chores but during this puja season the use of
clay pots in houses as well as in temples
increases as the pots are one of the essential

A shop owner Abdur Razzak said, "This
year, the sale is going better than the previous

Mohon Das, resident of Pathantul, said, "I
bought 20 pots for Durga Puja. In this sea-
son, we get to see varieties of pots.”

Rickshaw-puller Kamrul Hasan said, “I
have come to purchase three pots for my
house as Kinbridge area is famous for such

Rajat Kanti Gupta, general secretary of

unit, said all the preparation has been com-
pleted.

This year, 2,500 mandaps (altars) have
been planned to be set up to celebrate Durga
Puja, starting tomorrow, said the organisers,
Of them, at least 600 mandaps will be
installed in Sylhet district while 45 of them
in Sylhet metropolitan area.

This year, the puja will be celebrated in
more places than previous years which is
another reason for the soaring need of
clay pots.

Sarda Hall yesterday. pHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

WAR CRIMES TRIAL OF TWO SARIATPUR MEN
[O's testimony recorded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-1 yesterday recorded
testimony of the investigation officer of a case filed against
Sulaiman Mollah and Edris Ali Sarder of Sariatpur, who are
facing four charges of crimes committed during the 1971
Liberation War.

Helal Uddin, also the 13th and last prosecution witness
in the case, exhibited several documents that he seized
during his investigation and gave details of the probe.
Sulaiman is now in jail and pleads not guilty, while Edris is
on the run. Sulaiman was a Muslim League leader, who in
1971 formed Peace Committee and Razakar Bahini in
Shariatpur. Edris joined Razakar Bahini in 1971, according
to the prosecution.

A human chain of the residents of Munshiganj's
Gazaria upazila before the capital's Jatiya Press Club
yesterday demands cancellation of a coal based ther-
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mal power plant project in Gazaria.
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