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The Need for Social Work

The article "The Need for Social Work" published on September 23,
2016 inspired me a lot. Poverty is the main cause of all hindrance
for all development. If we want to mitigate poverty, we have to
engage ourselves in social work. Otherwise it will not be possible
for us to make a sustainable development in the country. It is found
that social workers are playing an important role on bringing
communities closer and changing their point of view and overall
outlook about each other. In fact, the media needs to play a vital
role in highlighting such kind of noble activities so that all could be
inspired by seeing such kind of inspiring news and get engaged in
social work. Our educational institutions should give more
emphasis on social work. They can include some chapters or some
practical community service based activities in their curricula. We
should keep in mind that social work is not a very difficult, lengthy
project rather it is a simple practice of helping each other that
makes us responsible and dutiful.

Mridul Mitra

Jagannath University, Dhaka

“Lights will guide you home, and ignite your bones.
And I will try to fix you.” — Coldplay, Fix You.

Leading a Life of

Purpose

The article titled “Leading a Life of
Purpose” dated September 9,
2016 revealed my heart's
unspoken words. If you want to be
successful in your life you must
find out your purpose in life.
Across the globe, hundreds of
people are roaming around
without setting up a purpose.
That's why most of the people
can't reach their expected
destination. Proudly speaking, |
was a delegate of the BYLC Youth
Leadership Summit, 2016. | learnt
from the summit how to connect
with people from diversified
background irrespective of sex,
religion, caste and economic
background. Secondly, it taught us
how to collaborate with other in
every sphere of life. As without
collaboration the meaning of
connection doesn't reflect any
value. The final learning was from
the summit is 'co-creation'. Being
connected and having
collaboration among each other, if
we co-create, then we will be able
to do something creative,
something different and something
better for the society in a speedy
way. Finally, | would like to thank
the BYLC authority for making the
'Leadership Summit' enjoyable
and it made an opportunity for
finding out our 'purpose in life'.
Arif Billah

University of Dhaka
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Unexpected Tragedies during Eid

This year, at least 265 people were killed in 210 accidents on
roads during Eid vacation. This is really shocking news for us.
The number of road crashes and deaths on highways are
increasing day by day. Our highways are safe no more for long
journey, especially during Eid and other holidays. Every year,
scores of articles are published in newspapers on this issue but
there is no sign of improvement. It seems that we are used to
this type of news. Our government has failed to take necessary

action. This is very embarrassing for common people. But this is

also true that only the government is not responsible for this.
We should take care of ourselves. We must be careful in
choosing vehicles and should not encourage driver for risky
overtaking because life is more important than time.
Marshia Afrin

Mirpur, Dhaka
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| PRECAUTION |

ow-a-days, one of the most

discussed issues of the country is

about the increased number of
death from lightning and thunderstorm.
According to the Department of Disaster
Management (DDM), at least 80 people
have been killed by lightning up until just
May 13, with more occurring later this
year. At least 635 people were killed
between 2010 and 2015. (Source; The
Daily Star report, published on May 14,
2016).

On the other hand, Comprehensive
Disaster Management Programme (CDMP)
of the Ministry of Disaster Management and
Relief of the Government says that a total of
180 people were killed this year due to
thunderstorm (Source: Prothom Alo report,
published on September 06, 2016). Apart
from these, within this month, lightning
killed around 25 in Tangail, Sunamganj,
Kishoreganj, Dinajpur, Chapainawabganj
and Manikganj. The actual number is
believed to be much higher, since many
incidents go unreported.

Earlier, in Bangladesh, thunder was not
regarded as a natural disaster. But
considering the massive death toll this
year, the Government has recently
announced it as a natural disaster so that
if anyone dies from a lighting strike,
his/her family will recieve 20 thousand
takas from the Government.

But have we ever thought of the
reasons behind such incidents? Is there
anything wrong in our climate?

When the temperature rises, hot moist
air rises upwards-- known as updrafts. At
the same time, the cool air sinks
downwards, and this is called downdrafts.

“The collision of updrafts and
downdrafts creates cumulonimbus (storm
cells with electric charge) and it produces
lightning and thunder”, states Dr. Dilara
Zahid, Assistant Professor, Institute of
Disaster Management and Vulnerability
Studies, University of Dhaka. “Usually it
happens during summer, in the months
between March and May, but as the world
temperature is rising day by day, such
collisions occur every now and then”, she
adds.

Other than the rising temperature in the
atmosphere, there is another specific
reason. In prior times, we had many tall,
old trees, most of which have been cut
down over the years. As we know, trees
are electricity resistant; they can absorb
lightning strikes and save us. But due to
massive deforestation, we are rapidly
losing our forests. Besides, the increased
use of metallic devices is one more reason
for lightning to reach humans easily, as
metals also conduct electricity.

We should keep in

mind that, we must
avoid tall trees, open

fields, boating,

fishing, metal wires,

electronic
equipment, wire

fences, water pipes,

inflammable
materials, corded
phones, concrete
floor or walls, and
utility poles.

Previously, lightning was rarely taken
as seriously as it is taken today. But given
the rise in the death toll in the past few
years, the DDM has added a few steps in
its latest amendment of Standing Orders
on Disaster (SOD). Also, the Institute of
Disaster Management and Vulnerability
Studies, University of Dhaka has arranged
a workshop in July this year with the
Government on how to create awareness
to protect people from lightning strikes.
The panel came up with two effective
ways-- non- structural and structural.

“The structural way is using 'Lightning
Arrestor' both in residential and high rise
industrial buildings, so that the current is
diverted through the arrestor, in most
cases, to earth”, says Professor Dr. Dilara
Zahid. “And it is mentioned in the
Bangladesh National Building Code
(BNBC)”, she adds. Besides, the old
buildings, which have no such device to
protect from against lightning, should be
brought under a retrofitting system.
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The non-structural way is to create
awareness among the people. It is very
tough to develop warnings to protect
lightning, as we know that the volt of
lightning is very high (in some cases 30-50
lakh volts) and it comes at 220 kilometres
per second. Yet, some quick steps can be
effective in this regard. After seeing the
flash, if we can manage a safe shelter
within 30 seconds, we'll be able to protect
ourselves. We should keep in mind that,
we must avoid tall trees, open fields,
boating, fishing, metal wires, electronic
equipment, wire fences, water pipes,
inflammable materials, corded phones,
concrete floor or walls, and utility poles.
Apart from these, unplugging expensive
electronic equipment and securing
outdoor objects that could explode or
cause damage is a wise decision.

Though it is not so easy to manage
protection from such a quick hazard, but
the above mentioned precautions can
help to a great extent. ™
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