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A woman farmer poses with bottle gourds at her field at Durakuti village under

Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila while the vegetables, inset, are kept beside the field for
selling to the middlemen. The photo was taken recently.
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Tidy profit from bottle gourd

Lalmonirhat farmers happy over bumper output, consumers over fair prices

S DILIP ROY with ANDREW EAGLE

Favourable weather, quality seeds and
bumper production: for Lalmonirhat's
farmers of calabash, the vegetable
also called bottle gourd in English
and locally known as lau, life right
now looks rather rosy. Moreover, with
pood market availability of the
delectable ingredient at fair prices,
consumers are likewise happy.

“I spent about Tk 8 producing
each calabash,” says Arul Chandra
Roy, a wvegetable grower from
Durakuti village who has specialised
in vegetable production for the last
twelve years and cultivated calabash
on his six bighas of land this year. “I
can sell them for Tk 15 - 20 to the
wholesalers who visit my fields.” For

the last two weeks Arul has been
selling up to 200 gourds per day,
resultingin a tidy farming income.

“We are happy with prices and
bumper production this year,” says
farmer's wife Maloti Rani, of the
same village. “It's the second year
that calabash profits have been
good. Our whole family works
together in our vegetable fields to
achieve an optimal crop.”

In Kamlabari village of Aditmari
upazila the situation is similar. There,
vegetable grower Habibur Rahman
cultivated calabash on eight bighas this
year, up from five bighas last year in the
hope of a favourable outcome. “I will be
harvesting calabash until January,” he
says, adding that he hopes for a seasonal
netprofitofaround Tk 2 lakhs.

“Farming calabash on three bighas
has cost me Tk 65,000, says grower
Afsar Ali from Karnapur village in
sadar upazila. “But in the last seven
days I have already earned Tk 25,000
from the harvest and [ hope this year |
can achieve a net profit of up to Tk
80,000." The market price of calabash
generally falls towards the end of
November, he adds, a trend he has
factored into his calculations.

Meanwhile in Lalmonirhat
town's vegetable market, calabash
retails for Tk 20 - 25 per gourd,
which realises a profit for a local
vegetable trader like Nazrul Islam
who has a shop at the BDR market
of between Tk 4 - 6 per piece. “We
offer advance payment to calabash
growers in the field,” he says, “to

ensure good access to the harvest;
and the vegetable is popular.
Currently 1 can sell up to 250
gourds per day.

According to agriculture exten-
sion department officials, calabash
is cultivated on 3,200 hectares in
five upazilas of the district. Per
bigha farming costs average about
Tk 25,000; producing upwards of
3,500 gourds within 3 - 4 months.

“Any farmer who cares for their
calabash crop properly,” says the
agriculture extension department
deputy director in Lalmonirhat
Bidubhusan Roy, “can expect a decent
profit.” The department offers training
and advice on using vermicompost to
optimise production, he adds.

WAFIRSH 8 AT AT
FIE TTSIT & gea

ST, GI=eT
TAE T-(Fe25RI3/FATET-03-55/2054-2039/29¢0

wecet e F1w e g9 e fesfe

Sifads 2u/on/20 58

eFfe [Eae TFeIET
R, fapreife «a, @, e adt, seEee
(*ta 1= 1904, BIFl-d09

www.nlb.gov.bd

Huge business

FROM PAGE 16
Again, a good number of the
body parts are smuggled out
of the country through the
Myanmar border, claimed
Robiul, adding that the
export earnings could be
much higher had there been
proper management.

He also said the govern-
ment should give some land

families in her area do the
same work to earn their
livelihoods.

Some 10 to 15 thousand
traders and one lakh workers
are involved in the business,
said Rabiul.

A large number of people
collect bones from bins and
dumping grounds and sell them
to the traders in Hazaribagh,

Commuters
suffer as bus
strike on

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thalakathi

People of six districts who
generally travel by buses to
reach their destinations
are facing untold suffer-
ings due to an indefinite
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Hemayetpur for setting up
processing factories there. It
would encourage the busi-
ness a lot, he said.

Raising public awareness
through different campaigns
was also necessary as people
should know the value of
animal waste, so that they
could be collected in a
systematic manner.

While visiting the Matuail
landfill recently, this corre-
spondent saw dozens of
people of different ages
collecting bones and animal
fat from the garbage. The
landfill was filled with piles
of garbage.

‘1 have collected around
200kg of fat and 150kg of
bones in the last three days
and would sell a kg of fat for
Tk 7 and bone for Tk 5," said
Nazma Begum, a resident of
Dhalpur, who runs her family
collecting plastic bottles,

She said around 500

Mohammad Mozammel
Hossain, manager of Riad
Trading and Bone Mills at
Matuail Landfill, said they
collect bones from different
areas of the country and sell
them to a pharmaceutical
company which makes
capsule caps from them.

“We purchase a kg of raw
bones for Tk 10-12 and dry
ones for Tk 15-20 and sell
them forTk 24-25," he said.

Bangladesh Meat Traders
Association Secretary
General Robiul said they
earn Tk 6-8 by sending a
gentile of cattle abroad.

Contacted, Khondoker
Millatul Islam, additional
chief waste management
officer of the DSCC, said
they have a plan to use the
garbage of the city in a
planned way and were
working on the matter.

protesting torture on a bus
driver by the chairman of
Pirojpur Sadar Upazila
Parishad on Saturday, said
Jhalakathi Bus Sramik
lUInion Secretary Md
Bahadur.

Commuters of Barisal,
Jhalakathi, Pirojpur,
Khulna, Bagerhat and
Barguna are the worst
sufferers of the strike.

I need to go to Khulna
urgently but did not find
any vehicle,” said Nila who
was waiting at Jhalakathi
bus stand yesterday:.

“I had to pay five times
more fare than usual for
going to my college at
Rajapur,” said lecturer
Maksuda Akhter.

The strike will continue
until the torturer is brought
to justice, said workers of
the union.

Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Dhaka North City Corporation

Office of the Project Director

Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part
House No. 27, Road No. 44

Invitation for Tenders for Pick-Up and
Microbus (No. 2/2016-17)

Dhaka North City Corporation

1 | Ministry/Division Local Government Division.
2 | Agency Dhaka North City Corporation.
3 | Procuring entity name Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part.
4 | Procuring entity code Not in use.
5 | Procuring entity district Dhaka.
6 | Invitation for Goods (Double Cabin Pick-Up and Microbus).
7 | Invitation Reference No. Memo No. 46.207.000.09.07.047.2016/158
8§ | Date 27.09-2016
KEY INFORMATION
9 | Procurement method Open tendering method (National Competitive
Bidding).
FUNDING INFORMATION
10 | Budget and source of funds IDA.

11 | Development partners (if applicable)

World Bank).

International Development Association (IDA) (The

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

12 | Project/programme code

5-3705-5081

13 | Project/programme name

Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part.

14 | Tender package No.

URP-DNCC-G-4.2.

15 | Tender packages name

Procurement of Double Cabin Pick-Up and Microbus.
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16 | Tender publication date 01-10-2016
1T | Tender last selling date 23-10-2016
Date Time
18 | Tender closing date and time 24-10-2016 03.00pm
19 | Tender opening date and time 24-10-2016 03.30pm
20 | Name & address of the office(s) Address
- Selling tender document Dhaka North City Corporation, Office of the Project
Director, Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part, Flat No.
A-8, House No. 27, Road No. 44, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-
1212,
-Receiving tender document Same as above.
- Opening tender document Same as above.
21 | Place/dateftime  of  pre-tender | Place:
meeting Dhaka North City Corporation, Office of the Project
Director, Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part, Flat No.
A-8, House No. 27, Road No. 44, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-
1212.
Date: 10-10-2016; Time: 02:30pm.
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

22 | Eligibility of tenderer

Any eligible firm/supplier meeting the following criteria:
(a) Shall have a minimum of 5 (five) years of overall
experience in the supply of goods and related services.
(b) Shall have successfully completed supply of similar
goods of at least one single contract of value of Tk
16000000.00 (Taka one crore and sixty lakh) for Lot-1
and Tk 6500000.00 (Taka sixty-five lakh) for Lot-2
within last three years,

(c) Shall have liquid asset or working capital of credit
facility of at least Tk 16000000.00 (Taka one crore and
sixty lakh) for Lot-1 and Tk 6500000.00 (Taka sixty-five
lakh) for Lot-2 respectively).

(More detailed eligibility criteria are mentioned in bid

documents).

23 | Brief description of goods

Lot-1 Procurement of 4 No. Double Cabin Pick-Up.
Lot-2. Procurement of 2 No. Microbus.

24 | Brief description of related services

As mentioned in tender documents.

25 | Price of tender document (Tk)

Lot-1: Tk 2000.00 (two thousand)
Lot-2: Tk 2000.00 (two thousand).

26 | Pack | LotNo. Identification of Location Tender security Completion
No. lot amount (Taka) time (weeks)
4.2 Lot-1 Procurement of Dhaka Tk 450000.00 8 weeks
Double Cabin (Taka four lakh
Pick-Up and fifty
thousand)
4.2 Lot-2 Procurement of Dhaka Tk 200000.00 8 weeks
Microbus (Taka two lakh)
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
21 | Name of official inviting | Dr. Tarig Bin Yousuf.
tender
28 | Designation of official | Project Director, Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part.
inviting tender
29 | Address of official inviting | Dhaka North City Corporation, Office of the Project Director,
tender Urban Resilience Project-DNCC Part, Flat No. A-8, House No.
27, Road No. 44, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212.
30. | Contact details of official Tel: Fax: email; tarighinyousuf@gmail.com
inviting tender 9858592 9858598 pdurpdnccpart@gmail.com

31 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the tender proceedings.
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Dr. Tariq Bin Yousuf
Project Director
Urban Resilience Project DNCC Part

Memo No. 46.207.000.09.07.047.2016/158 Date: 27-09-2016
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