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Kantaji gets
back its shine

Tk 100cr renovation done on the
centuries-old temple in Dinajpur

KONGKON KARMAKER with ANDREW EAGLE

Iconic Kantaji temple in Dinajpur's Kaharol upazila is
shining. Following renovation and site development
works worth Tk 100 crore, financed by the Asian
Development Bank under the World Heritage of South
Asian Tourist Infrastructure Development Project, the
temple is set to consolidate its position as a tourism mag-
net, showing off its beauty anew. AL AR et T e resre——_ | o T L+ I | — 1 _ ? W i
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spent on cleaning the temple, which is now free of mosses
and lichens. The remaining budget of Tk 75 crore was
dedicated to infrastructure improvement

“The temple looks really fantastic, " says tourist Rehana
Begum of Chittagong, while visiting the site recently, her
second visit since 2009. “It's brighter and cleaner than
before.” The surrounding infrastructure has also been
developed well, she adds.

“We cleaned every terracotta plaque and treated them
with chemicals to prevent moss re-growth and better
preserve them,” says Shafiqul Alam, a former archaeology
department director and the site manager. “Experts hired
from Sri Lanka were involved.”

Only some damaged terracotta portions could not be
fixed, he adds.

Drainage pipes meanwhile have been installed along
the temple edifices, while pavements and seating arrange-
ments surrounding the temple, as well as a toilet block,
have been set up for the convenience of visitors and devo-

tees. New lighting offers a new charm to the temple at 3 = 5 g 2 :
night. ReEe B The stunning Kantaji temple in Dinajpur after renovation. Restored terracotta carvings

Visitors are suitably impressed. “The temple looks as 0N top right, and worn-out terracotta works, middle and bottom, before the restora-
SEE PAGE2 coL ¢ tion and site development began in August last year.
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Doctors said he was out of danger but
recommended better treatment elsewhere.

Mehedi, who works for a cable TV oper- the senior judicial magis-
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He called Mehedi to his home over Magistrate Md Abu Based
phone around Saturday noon saying that

action against Razzak.

cadet, Kate McWilliams has proved she is a real
“Razzak appeared before

high flier - by becoming the world's youngest com-
mercial pilot at the age of 26.

The 26-year-old, a rising star of budget airline
easyJet's crew, has been promoted from first officer to
captain, a feat usually achieved by much older pilots.

And a spokesman said they believe Kate
McWilliams is the youngest commercial airline
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Damascus faced fierce criticism at the UN Security Council.
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