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Save Khowai, Sutang

Demand speakers on World River Day

MINTU DESHWARA, back from Habiganj

Speakers at a rally marking World River Day
yesterday demanded steps to save Khowai
and Sutang rivers from illegal occupation
and pollution.

Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon's (BAPA)
Habiganj unit and Khowai River
Waterkeeper organised the rally near the
Khowai river flowing beside Habiganj dis-
trict town in the afternoon.

Mindless encroachment and pollution of
the two rivers cause manifold problems
concerning navigability, irrigation, ecology
and environment in the area, speakers said
at the rally.

Due to irrigation problem, farmers in the
nearby villages have abandoned boro farm-
ing, said Tofazzal Sohel, Khowai River
Waterkeeper, in his keynote speech at the
programimne.

Pollution in the narrowed down

stream has taken a serious turn as chemi-
cal wastes from small industries, on or
near the banks of Khowai River, are
poured into the river, he said.

Lack of garbage management system
in Habiganj town is the major cause of
pollution in the Khowai river, said
Ekramul Wadud, Habiganj district unit
president of BAPA, who chaired the
programme.

Sobyasachi Chowdhury, executive
engineer of Water Development Board,
said encroachment of the banks of the
Khowai river has led to alarming decline
in its navigability and it hampers smooth
movement of vessels to and from other
districts.

Several elderly people of the area said
flow of the Khowai river has badly
declined while a few canals once con-
necting the river with Machulia, Rampur
and Sultanpur areas are now extinct.

Bridge without
approach roads

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogra
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The Khowai river flowing beside Habiganj town gets dangerously pol-
luted and clogged, thanks to mindless waste dumping and encroach-
ment by a section of people. Insef, Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon's
Habiganj unit and Khowai River Waterkeeper form a human chain on the
river yesterday marking the World River Day.
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FARUK MURDER

Two aides of MP
Rana sent to jail

OURCORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Tangail court yesterday sent two more accused in freedom
fighter Faruk Ahmed murder case to jail after they surren-
dered toit.

They are former district Jubo League leader Nasir Uddin
Nuru and former Tangail municipality councillor Masudur
Rahman Masud, close aides of prime accused in the case
lawmaker Amanur Rahman Khan Rana.

First Additional District and Sessions Judge's Court sent
the two to jail, rejecting their bail prayer after holding a
hearing around 11:00am, said Court Inspector Anwarul
Islam.

Earlier on September 18, the same court sent the
Awami League (AL) lawmaker from Tangail-3 (Ghatail)
constituency to jail rejecting his bail prayer when he
surrendered to it. Later, he was shifted to Kashimpur
Central Jail in Gazipur.

Freedom fighter Faruk, the then Tagail AL publicity secre-
tary, was shot dead near his house in the town on the night
of January 18 in 2013.

Meanwhile, Ghatail Upazila Nirbahi Officer Abul
Kasem Mohammad Shahin imposed Section 144 at
Hamidpur Bus Stand and its adjacent areas from 12 noon
to 9:00pm as supporters of lawmaker Rana and AL joint
convenor Shahidul Islam Lebu called meetings at the
same time and venue .

40 villagers
injured in
Habiganj clash

OUR CORRESPON DENT,
Motlvibazar

At least 40 people were
injured in a clash between
two groups of villagers over
a disputed land at Jirunda
village in Habiganj's Lakhai
upazila yesterday:.

Of them, 15 were admit-
ted to Habiganj Sadar
Hospital while others took
treatment at different pri-
vate clinics.

Quoting witnesses,
Officer-in-Charge
Mozammel Haque of
Habiganj Police Station said
an altercation took place
between Abul Kalam, 34, of
the village, and his neigh-
bour Sanwar Hosain, 38,
over the ownership of a
disputed land.

At one stage, supporters
of both the groups,
equipped with bamboo
sticks attacked each other
around 11:00am, that left at
least 40 people from both
sides injured, the OC added.

14 years RI for 2
JMB men

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A court here yesterday awarded 14 years' rigorous imprison-
ment to two members of 'Islam and Muslim,’ an offshoot of
banned Islamist militant organisation Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB), in an arms case.

Judge of Special Tribunal-2, also Additional District Judge
of the district, Ziaur Rahman handed down the verdict.

The convicts are Rabiul, 25, of Bholahat upazila and Md
Momin, 21, of Gomostapur upazila.

Police arrested Momin with bullets in his possession in
Khorogpur under Shibganj upazila on June 14 in 2009. On
Momin's confessional statement, a special intelligence
team from Dhaka arrested Rabiul on June 16 the same year.

Arms recovered in Bogra
Meanwhile, police yesterday recovered arms, ammunition
and lethal weapons from Baluahat area under Sonatola
upazila of the district on the confessional statement of two
remanded JMB men, our Bogra correspondent reports.

They are Sultan Mahmud, 48, Shura member of JMB and
publicity secretary of its Rangpur division unit, and Shahadat
Hossain alias Ratan, 23, a member of JMB of the same unit.
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Social stigma haunts girl

Madrasa principal tries to save offender
of sexual harassment

QuR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

conceal the matter for the sake of the
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A bridge over a canal on the Khatiamari-Amtoli road in
Tekanichukainagar union under Sonatola upazila of the
district was built without connecting roads about six
months ago.

Constructed at a cost of Tk 32 lakh allocated by the
Ministry of Relief and Rehabilitation, the bridge is useless as
villagers cannot use it due to the absence of connecting
roads on both sides.

Hundreds of people of Radhkantopur, Amtoli,
Khatiyamari, Shorolia, Tekanichukainagar villages and
students of Shorolia Government Primary School cross the
canal every day. They have been suffering due to the absence
of the connecting roads of the bridge.

Locals said they have to wade across the canal orwalk 2/3
km more to get to their destinations. This makes it difficult
for students to go to their institutions, especially during the
rainy season.

They urged the authorities to build the connecting roads
of the bridge so they can move freely.

A source in the contractor’s office said construction of the
bridge was completed six months ago, but just after that a
sudden flood damaged the connecting roads.

The contractor wanted to rebuild the roads, but was barred
by the land owners from lifting the soil, the source added.

Upazila Project Implementation Officer of Sonatola Md
Ziaur Rahman said the connecting roads of the bridge will
be constructed soon by bringing earth from other places.

A bridge constructed six months ago over a canal on Khatiamari-Amtoli road in Sonatola upazila of Bogra remains a

mockery for locals as connecting roads are yetto be constructed to make it usable.

madrasa's honour,"” said the girl, break-
ing into tears.

“At the advice of Nilufar madam, I
lodged a written complaint to the prin-
cipal,” she said.

The victim's mother Jharna Begum
said her daughter has stopped going to
the madrasa out of shame as some
people started speaking ill of her.

There is no action against the accused
even after three weeks, said the victim's
father Mostafizur Rahman.

Contacted, madrasa principal Abdul
Mannan Sarker said, “The madrasa author-
ity formed a three-member committee on
September 4 to investigate the matter. We
will take stern action against the accused if
thevictim's allegation is found true.”

Surprisingly, the principal expressed
doubt about genuineness of the girl's
complaint.

Abu Saleh Md Musa Jongi, UNO of
Saidpur, said he got complaint from
locals regarding the matter and
directed the upazila education officer
to see the matter.

A girl student of Shaskandor Senior
Madrasa in Saidpurupazila stopped attend-
ing classes after alleged sexual harassment
by a madrasa peon on September 3.

Protesting the madrasa principal's
dilly-dallying to take action and demand-
ing punishment of the accused, locals
formed human chains in front of the
madrasa and filed a written complaint to
the upazila nirbahi officer (UNO).

The victim, 14, a Class VI student of
the madrasa, is daughter of Mostafizur
Rahman, a rickshaw puller of the
upazila's Kutipara village.

"During the tiffin period around
1:30pm on September 3, I was alone in
the classroom. Madrasa peon Habibur
Rahman, 56, entered there and sexually
harassed me," said the girl in her com-
plaint to the principal.

“I told ourteacher Nilufar Begum of the
matter immediately and she took me to
the principal,” the girl told this correspon-
dent as he went to her village home to
inquire about the matter yesterday noon.

"But the principal pressed me to

Pirojpur suffers

outage for
eight hours

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Pirejpur

Nearly 13,000 power con-
sumers of West Zone Power
Distribution Company
Limited (WZPDCL) under
Pirojpur Palli Bidyut
Samity (PBS) suffered from
a blackout for over eight
hours on Friday due to
repair work in the power
supply system.

The power supply
remained suspended in
Pirojpur town and its adja-
cent areas since 4:30pm
due to a technical fault in
an electricity transfer line
of the distribution com-
pany.

Executive Engineer
Rabiul Haque of the com-
pany alleged that illegal
work by the samity men
which damaged the sup-
ply line at several points
is the key reason for the
recent power outage.

PHOTO: STAR
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