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All it took was barely an hour's rain to send some of the capital's streets under water. Due to poor drainage system, roads with large potholes, craters and ditches and ongoing
construction work, rain water remains stagnant there. Leff, vehicles move slowly in front of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) headquarters in Malibagh, while some strug-
gle to cross Shahid Latif Road in Dakkhinkhan area, fop right, and a rickshaw-puller saves his rickshaw from overturning as it fell into a rainwater filled pothole in Malibagh area.

Light to moderate rain of thunder showers accompanied by temporary qusty wind willlikely occur at many places
‘overRangpur, Rajshahi, Dhaka, Khulna, Barisal, Chittagong, Mymensingh and Sylhetdivisions inthe next 24 hours..
The sunsetsin the capital today at 05:52pm and rises tomorrow at 05:49am. Country shighest tempera-
ture34.5 degree Celsius wasrecorded on Saturday in Kumarkhaliand lowest 23.8 degreesinTetulia.

River erosion turns 50,000
homeless every year

Anisul tells seminar, claiming Farakka barrage not cause of flood in Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

River erosion every year destroys households of
some 50,000 people, who comprise around 30 to
40 percent of the homeless in the country, said
Water Resources Minister Anisul Islam Mahmud
yesterday.

Addressing a seminar, he also stated that the
Farrakka barrage in India causes some negative
impacts, not floods, in Bangladesh and that some
media reports were incorrect in saying that this
year's flood was caused for it being opened.

The government is giving more emphasis on
saving rivers and people living along river banks
while the ministry has made river erosion man-
agement its prime task as the impacts of river
erosion have worsened in recent times, he said.

The seminar was organised by the Institute of
Water Modelling (IWM) in the capital's Water
Resources Planning Organization (WRPO).

Controlling river erosion is a costly and diffi-
cult task as it takes some Tk 50-70 crore to dredge
every square kilometre of a river like Jamuna, said
Anisul,

The ministry is thinking of exporting sand
from river basins as some countries have showed
interest to lift itat their own cost, he added.

To control flood, the government is also plan-
ning on constructing permanent structures in
place of temporary embankments which become
damaged every year while increasing in height
and width some embankments, said Anisul.

On ending waterlogging which affects
Bhabodaho in Jessore for extended periods, he
requested the locals to provide assistance in
putting to use tidal river management, which
allows water to move in and out of wetlands and
river basins with the tide.

More budgetary allocation and manpower 18
needed to accelerate the work of the ministry and
Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB),
he added.

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) Chairman M Mozammel Haque said
Local Government Engineering Department,
BIWTA and BWDB would soon launch a dredging
initiative to bring back to life 400 rivers in the
next five years.

BWDB Additional Director (planning)
Mahfuzur Rahman said, "We need to manage
river water and conduct dredging in a systematic
way so that silt can wash away through river flow.
It will automatically continue the dredging pro-

cess and reduce the cost.”

IWM Executive Director Dr Monowar Hossain
said, “Flood aggravates erosion by producing a
large amount of silt. So we need to control flood
forreducing river erosion.”

To control floods and damage, the government
and related authorities need to produce detailed
information on the current situation of embank-
ments to know whether these need repair, said Prof
Ataur Rahman of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet).

Besides, the government can establish shelters
in flood prone areas and convey flood forecasts
in a way easily understandable for all, he said.

IWM Flood Management Division Director
Sohel Masud said the flood forecasting system
needs to be more upgraded through the use of
advanced technology as the damage of this year's
flood has been minimised through early forecast.

Pointing out that illegal sand lifting hampers
the flow of rivers, Prof M Abdul Matin of Buet
said, “A river will not harm us through erosion or
flood if we do not disturb her.”

Senior Secretary at the ministry Zafar Ahmed
Khan and WRPO Director General Sarafat
Hossain Khan also spoke.

BARISAL BOAT SINKING
Owner, staff

sued over
negligence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority
(BIWTA) yesterday filed a
case with the marine court
in connection with capsiz-
ing of a passenger boat--
Oishi Plus-- in the
Sandhya river in Barisal's
Banaripara upazila on
Wednesday that claimed at
least 26 lives and left some
missing,

The boat's owner
Yousuf Hossain and staff
Nayan Ahmed were sued
for negligence in their
duties.

Earlier on Friday, police,

too, filed a case with
Banaripara police station
against the duo for their
negligence.

Talking to reporters on
Thursday, BIWTA's Barisal
Port Officer Mustafizur
Rahman said the boat was
not registered as a passen-

ger-carrying vessel and had

no valid route permit.
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Office of the Superintending Engineer

Nagar Bhaban, 81, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka-1212

Dhaka North City Corporation

Memo No: 46.207.014.09.03.29(6)2016

Date: 21-09-2016

e-Re-Tender Notice (OTM)

e-Re-Tenders are invited in e-GP portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by Superintending
Engineer (Civil Circle), Dhaka North City Corporation for the procurement of:

No.
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Name of works
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closing
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GP/DNCC/
SE(civil)/01/
2016-2017

Emergency development/repair
works by ready-mix concrete of
damage roads of different zones of
Dhaka North City Corporation under
framework contract for 2016-2017

10  October,
2016
1.00pm

10
October,
2016
2.00pm
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GD-1901

This is an online tender, where only e-Re-Tender will be accepted in e-GP portal and no
offlinefhard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Re-Tender, please register on e-GP
system portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

Md. Sharif Uddin
Superintending Engineer (Civil Circle)

Nagar Bhaban

81, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka-1212
Dhaka North City Corporation

NEWSIN
brief

Fisheries Minister Sayedul
dropped from local AL body

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Fisheries and Livestock Minister Sayedul Haque has
been dropped from Brahmanbaria district unit advisory
council of Awami League (AL).

The decision was taken at the executive committee
meeting of district AL last evening, said Al Mamun Sarkar,
the unit's general secretary. The meeting also recom-
mended dropping him from the party as well as the cabinet,
accusing him of "unilaterally” nominating chairman aspi-
rants in the last Union Parishad polls, he mentioned.

RU information science and library
management dept's reunion held

A CORRESPONDENT, Ru

The first reunion of the alumni association of
Information Science and Library Management at
Rajshahi University was held amid festivity yesterday.

Present and former students, teachers and staff of the
department brought out a procession on the campus. A
programme was held where Rl Vice-Chancellor Prof
Muhammad Mizanuddin was present as the chief guest.

RU Pro-VC Prof Chawdhury Sarwar Jahan and
Social Science faculty Dean Prof Foyzar Rahman also
attended the programme presided over by Chairman of
the department Prof Partho Biplob Roy.

A cycle rally organised by the Institute of Wellbeing in
front of the capital's Jatiya Press Club yesterday,

marking International Car Free Day. PHOTO: STAR

Nazmul Quaunine new envoy to UK

UNB, Dhaka

The government has appointed Md Nazmul Quaunine
as the high commissioner to the United Kingdom.

He is currently serving as the ambassador to
Indonesia, the foreign ministry said yesterday.

A rally brought out by different NGOs crossing by
Bahadur Shah Park in Old Dhaka yesterday, marking
World Rivers Day-2016. PHOTO: STAR
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Workshop

OXFAM will hold a workshop on “Forward Market Scopes on Maize Value
Chain."Venue: BRAC Center Inn, Time: 10:00am

Exhibition
Department of English, Jahangirnagar University will hold a 3-day solo

painting exhibition by Nobo Kumar Bhadra titled “Rain”. Venue:
Jahangirnagar University, Time: 12:00pm
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o o el e O LB date and time USAID/Agro-Inputs Project (AIP) in
o B = 64869 | Supplying Leverage for 2016-2017 04/10/2016 05/10/2016 | 05/10/2016 Bangladesh, implemented by CNFA, invites
04:00 02:00 03.00
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This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System
Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP Portal have to be
deposited online through any registered banks branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP
help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

channels in 81 upazilas®™.

Experienced and interested firms/companies can
find details regarding the task from:
http:/lwww.aipbd.org/opportunities/rfps/

The deadline for hard copy proposal submission
is 16:30, October 9, 2016.

Bidders must not make inquires to USAID.
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