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An Iranian Paralympic cyclist
died Saturday after an acci-
dent in the road race on the
penultimate day of the Rio
Games, officials said.

Bahman Golbarnezhad, 48,
fell during the event and died
of his injuries despite an attempt to take him
to the hospital for treatment, officials said.

"He unfortunately passed away,"
International Paralympic Committee (IPC)
spokesman Craig Spence told AFP.

Golbarnezhad's accident occurred dur-
ing the more than two-hour C4-5 road race
for athletes with varying disabilities but still
able to bicycle.

He was in the first section of a mountain-
ous descent when he fell.

"The athlete received treatment at the
scene and was in the process of being taken
to the athlete hospital when he suffered a
cardiacarrest,” the IPC said in a statement.

"The ambulance then diverted to the
nearby Unimed Rio Hospital in Barra where
he passed away soon after arrival."

President Hassan Rouhani in a tweet in
Farsi said "the demise of our dear cyclist
Bahman Golbarnezhad immersed us all in
deep sorrow. Rest in peace."

Paralympic officials said Golbarnezhad's
family in Iran had been informed and the
Iranian team was also told the news duringa
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Para-cyclist dies
following crash

meeting at the Athletes' Village.

The cyclist, who wore a prosthesis on his
left leg, took up the sport in 2002 and com-
peted at the London 2012 Paralympics.

"This is truly heart-breaking news," IPC
president Philip Craven said.

"The Paralympic Family is united in grief

at this horrendous tragedy, which casts a
shadow over what have been great
Paralympic Games here in Rio."

Brazil's top official for the Rio Olympics
and Paralympics, Carlos Nuzman, called it
"very sad news for sport and for the
Paralympic movement. Qur hearts and
prayers are with Bahman's family, his team-
mates and all the people of Iran."

The Iranian flag was lowered to half-mast
in the Paralympic Village, while the
Paralympic flag was to be at half-mast during
Sunday's sitting volleyball gold-medal match
between Iran and Bosnia and Herzegovina,

A minute of silence will be held during
Sunday's closing ceremony.

"This is a very difficult situation. We hope
we can repatriate his body to his family
soon," state television website IRIB quoted
the head of Iran's Paralympic committee,
Masoud Ashrafi, as saying.

Golbarnezhad is survived by a wife and a
son, headded.

The British Paralympic team tweeted:
"We are devastated by the news of Bahman
Golbarnezhad's passing. Our thoughts are
with our friends and colleagues from Iran."
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Watford midfielder Juan Camilo Zuniga (L) sent Vicarage Road into raptures yesterday after deciding the game with a l
REUTERS

late goal against a lacklustre Manchester United during their Premier League match yesterday.

48-year-old Iranian Paralympic cyclist Bahman
Golbarnezhad tragically passed away Saturday from the
injuries he sustained after crashing during the C-45 road

race of the Paralympic Games in Rio.

Hertha equal
Bayern at top

AFP, Berlin

Hertha Berlin maintained
their 100 percent
Bundesliga record with a 2-
0 win over Schalke 04 to
set up a top-of-the-table
clash on Wednesday
against Bayern Munich.

Hertha's victory on
Sunday means they are only
second in the German league
table on goal difference with
the only teams boasting a
perfect three wins from three
in Germany's top flight
poised to meet at Munich's
Allianz Arena in midweek.

Superb second-half goals
from ex-Bayern midfielder
Mitchell Weiser and Swiss
midfielder Valentin Stocker
at the Olympic Stadium gave
Hertha three more points.

It means Berlin will
head to Munich for a
mouthwatering clash and
another test for Carlo
Ancelotti's Bayern.

The result in Berlin was a
third-straight defeat for
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Watford thump listless Man Utd

AFP, London

Misfiring Manchester
United crashed to a third

[ ]
Premier
Leugue consecutive defeat on
Sunday as manager Jose

Mourinho saw his side deservedly beaten 3-1 at
Watford in the Premier League.

It is the first time Mourinho has lost three
straight games within the same season since he
was at Porto in 2002 and it left United six points
behind early pace-setters Manchester City.

Tottenham Hotspur went third after beating
Sunderland 1-0 with a goal from Harry Kane, who
later limped off. Crystal Palace crushed Stoke City
4-1 and Southampton edged Swansea City 1-0.

"We started the season very well and had good
results,” said Mourinho. "I feel the first moment
we had a defeat, some of the boys are having a bit
of difficulty coping with the negativity."

Marcus Rashford cancelled out Etienne
Capoue's opener for Watford, but a late goal by Juan
Camilo Zuniga and a stoppage-time Troy Deeney
penalty gave Walter Mazzarri's side three points.

United were beaten 2-1 by Manchester City in
their previous league game and then wentdown 1-0
to Feyenoord in the Europa League on Thursday.

United once again made a sluggish start and
they were given a big let-off when Odion Ighalo
somehow curled wide of an open goal after visit-
ing goalkeeper David de Gea dropped a high ball.

Paul Pogba cracked a dipping shot against the
bar moments later, but United fell behind in the

34th minute when Daryl Janmaat cut the ball
back for Capoue to sweep home his fourth goal
of the campaign.

Mourinho felt that United should have been
awarded a free-kick for a foul on Anthony
Martial by Miguel Britos in the build-up.

Martial landed heavily, having earlier been hurt
in a clash of heads with Janmaat, and he left the
pitch shortly after, with Ashley Young coming on.

Rashford, making his first league start of the
season, equalised just after the hour, slamming
in from close range after Ibrahimovic's cross
from the left bounced into his path.

But United were undone in the 83rd minute
when Roberto Pereyra cut the ball back for sub-
stitute Zuniga, who exploited acres of space to
curl a shot past De Gea with his first touch after
comingon.

Deeney sealed victory in the fifth minute of
stoppage time, drilling a penalty into the net
after Fellaini had caught Zuniga.

It was Watford's first victory over United in 30

RESULTS

Crystal Palace 4 - 1 Stoke

Tomkins 9, Dann 11, Arnautovic 9044

McArthur 71, Townsend 75

Southampton 1 - 0 Swansea

Austin 64

Tottenham 1 - 0 Sunderland

Kane 59

Watford 3 - 1 Manchester United
Capoue 34, Zuniga 83, Rashford 62

Deeney 904-5-pen

years and saw them climb to ninth place.

‘It is a very important three points to give my
players the confidence to go ahead,” said
Mazzarri, via an interpreter.

"We were playing well, we conceded a goal
and we stopped playing and we were afraid. But
then we made the changes and everything went
the right way."

Tottenham leapt up to third place, four points
below leaders City, after bouncing back from
their opening Champions League loss to
Monaco by sinking Sunderland at White Hart
Lane.

Kane settled the game in the 59th minute,
slotting in from close range after Papy Djilobodji
miscued an attempted clearance.

But there was bad news for manager Mauricio
Pochettino as Mousa Dembele and Eric Dier
were forced off with apparent hamstring injuries
before Kane hobbled off after seeming to roll his
rightankle.

Sunderland winger Adnan Januzaj was sent
off in the last minute after picking up a second
yellow card.

Crystal Palace rose to eighth place after a
breezy 4-1 win over bottom club Stoke City:.

James Tomkins, Scott Dann, James McArthur
and Andros Townsend found the net for Palace
before Marko Arnautovic claimed a consolation
in stoppage time.

Elsewhere, Southampton moved out of the
bottom three after Charlie Austin's second-half
volley secured a 1-0 win over Swansea.

De Bruyne
only behind
Messi: Pep

AGENCIES, Manchester

After Manchester City were
inspired to their 4-0 demoli-
tion of Bournemouth by
Kevin de Bruyne, who
scored the opening goal
and played a part in each of
the next three goals, man-
aget Pep Guardiola has
lavished praise on the
midfielder, saying he is the
best player in the world after
Barcelona's Lionel Messi.

The victory took City five
points clear at the top of the
Premier League with a sev-
enth successive win in all
competitions, making it the
club's best start to a season.

"Maybe Messi sits alone
at the table. But that table
aside, Kevin can stay there,"
said Guardiola, who had
many memorable moments
with Messi at Barcelona.

"I think he's a special
player -- an outstanding
player. He makes everything.
Without the ball he is the
first fighter and with the ball
he's clear. He sees absolutely
everything. He decides what
you have to do at the right
moment every time.

“Every time he makes the
right decision. That's why he
is a player at another level. I
am lucky and we are lucky
to have him. We will take
care of him and I hope he
will enjoy it with us to play
his amazing football."

[ate Perisic strike
sinks Juventus

AFP, Milan

A second-half winner by Ivan Perisic boosted
Frank De Boer's survival prospects as Inter
Milan fought to a deserved 2-1 'Derby d'Italia’
win over Juventus in Serie A on Sunday:.

De Boer was rumoured to be facing the
sack after a midweek defeat to Hapoel Beer
Sheva followed a run of poor results in the league. But the
former Ajax handler's job looks safe, for the meantime, after
Inter put their Europa League shocker behind them with a
battling performance at a packed San Siro to hand the cham-
pions their first defeat of the season.

Stephan Lichesteiner opened the scoring for
Massimiliano Allegri's visitors against the run of play on 66
minutes, but Mauro Icardi continued his impressive form
against Gianluigi Buffon by hitting the leveller just two
minutes later.

Perisic then came off the bench to nod the winner from
Icardi's deft cross 12 minutes from time to send Inter up to
seventh place in the table.

Inter are now three points behind Napoli, who, on 10
points, hold a one-point lead on Juventus.

Roma, who face Fiorentina away, can also climb to 10
points with a win in Florence later Sunday.

Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri kept star striker Gonzalo
Higuain on the bench, with Mario Mandzukic partnering
Paulo Dybala, although the Argentine striker was visibly
frustrated as he sat on the touchlines.
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Udinese 1 - 2 Chievo
lapata 25 Castro 82, Caccdatore 904-5
Cagliari 3 - 0  Atalanta
Borriello 8,73, 5au 55

Crotone 1 - 1 Palermo
Trotta 23 Nestorovski 66
Sassuolo 2 - 0 Genoa
Politano 58-pen, Defrel 66

Torino 0 - 0 Empoli
Inter Milan 2 - 1 Juventus
Icardi 68, Perisic 78 Lichsteiner 66

Rosberg wins in Singapore

AFP, Singapore

Nico Rosberg won
,5 the Singapore Grand
3 an from pole posi-
tion on Sunday to
seize the drivers' world championship
lead from Mercedes team-mate Lewis

Hamilton, who finished third.

The German held off Red Bull's
Daniel Ricciardo by just 0.4sec to win
his third straight race and establish an
eight-point lead over title-holder
Hamilton in the standings.

It proved a tense finish as traffic pre-
vented Rosberg pitting for new tyres near
the end and Ricciardo, after his stop,
closed the gap from more than 20 sec-
onds to fractions over the final 14 laps.

"It's been an awesome weekend,"
said Rosberg, as he celebrated victory
in what was his 200th race.

"Today, great start, I had a good car
in the race. Of course, Daniel tried to
pull one up on me with the pitstop at
the end there, but it worked out."

Ricciardo was still happy despite
not quite being able to secure a first

For:

victory of the season.

"We've come very close this year on
numerous occasions,
going to be disappointed,” said the
Australian.

"I'm not going to stand here disap-
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Germany's Nico Rosberg celebrated his 200th Formula One race by retaking
the championship lead from Mercedes teammate Lewis Hamilton after a
pole to flag win in Singapore on Sunday.

but I'm not

fully deserved."

pointed, we gave it a good shot and got
within half-a-second.”

A disappointed Hamilton said: "A
really tough weekend for me but huge
congratulations to Nico. His win was

Drone halts
match

AGENCIES, London

An English lower-league
game was temporarily sus-
pended on Saturday after a
drone was flown over the
stadium and began circling
the pitch.

The third-tier match
between Bradford City and
Bristol Rovers at Valley
Parade was halted in the
65th minute when referee
Andy Haines spotted the
flying object and led the
players off the pitch.

“The game has been
paused for the time being. A
drone has been spotted
hovering in the air above the
pitch,” Bradford City wrote
on their Twitter account to
explain the sudden stop-
page in play.

After a delay of three
minutes, play resumed and
the game finished 1-1.
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