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HOME-GOERS' EID TRIP

Trattic chaos,
sufferings on

STAR REPORT

With the flow of holidaymakers reaching its peak, several
highways and ferry terminals witnessed severe traffic jams
for the third day in a row yesterday, causing people to suffer.

Desperately waiting to celebrate the Eid-ul-Azha on
Tuesday with their families, the holidaymakers suffered
delays at bus terminals in the capital as the schedules of bus
operators collapsed due to long tailbacks on highways.

Buses were stuck in traffic snarls on Dhaka-Chittagong
and Dhaka-Tangail highways and also at ferry terminals on
Daulatdia-Paturia and Shimulia-Kawrakandi routes for
hours.

"My bus was scheduled to reach Dhaka at 9:00am. It is
around noon now and I don't know when the bus would
arrive,” Sabbir Hossain, who was heading for Rangpur, told
The Daily Star in Kalyanpur area.

After boarding, most of the bus passengers endured
delays as their vehicles got stuck on gridlocked highways.

Highway police said a huge traffic flow, haphazard move-
ment of vehicles and breakdowns caused the tailbacks.

However, train and launch services were not as bad as
that of bus. Most of the trains and launches were delayed
between around 30 minutes and an hour on average, said
officials concerned.

There was around a 25 km long tailback on a part of the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway stretching from Rajarhat area in
Daudkandi, Comilla to Meghna bridge area in Gazaria of
Munshiganj, reports a correspondent from Daudkandi.

Ambulance driver Murad Hossain, who was transporting
a kidney patient, said: “We've been stranded here [near
Meghna bridge] for a long time. We could travel only some
three kilometers in the last three hours.”

College teacher Abdul Goni Mia said, “My bus started for
Comilla around 8:00am. After reaching the Kanchpur
bridge area, it started moving very slowly. We reached

Daudkandi in three and a half hours although crossing the
distance normally takes just over one hour.”

The two talked to the correspondent in Meghna bridge
areaaround 11:30am.

Vehicles moved at a snail's pace on the 70km part of the
Dhaka-Tangail highway stretching from Chandra intersec-
tion of Gazipur to Bangabandhu Bridge in Sirajganj.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

With no room inside the carriages, a
man tries to get a small child on the
roof of Meghna Express heading for
Chandpur from Chittagong Railway
Station yesterday. A long queue of
buses, left, at the Paturia Ferry
Terminal waiting to cross the Padma
and people, right, at a bus counter in
Gabtoli wait for their buses that
were delayed for hours yesterday.
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Pvr AC BUSES
Operators take

advantage of
no fare chart

PANKAG KARMAKAR

The asking price came as a
blow to him when he went
to a private bus company’s
counter to buy an AC bus
ticket ahead of the Eid holi-
days.

Tonmoy Ahmed, a col-
lege student studying in the
capital, was standing in
front of the counter of Royal
Paribahan at Gabtoli bus
terminal on September 4 to
buy an advance ticket for his
village home in Magura.

“I was stunned when they
asked Tk 1,500 for a ticket of
an AC bus from Dhaka to
Magura. I usually travel on
AC buses of this company
on the same route at around
Tk 700," he said.

Like him, almost all the
passengers had to pay high
prices for travelling on AC
buses because there is no
government-set fare chart
for such buses.

The state-run Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority
(BRTA) has a fare chart for
non-AC buses of both
metropolis and inter-district
routes. But the authorities
have vet to formulate any
such fare charts for AC
buses.

Private bus operators
usually charge additional
fares despite having a gov-
ernment-set fare chart for
non-AC buses.

The passengers who
travel on AC buses face even
more hassles since there is
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SYRIA CONFLICTS

S-Russia truce
plan agreed
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. ; The United States and Russia reached a deal
pOISOﬂ on a new Syrian ceasefire, which, if it holds,
- could see the first joint military effort by the
‘P ol I{:_H _IBTH'I two powers against jihadists.
it suicide Syria's government yesterday approved
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Rajshahi more cautious.

the deal, but the main opposition group was

The landmark deal, reached after mara-
Rajshahi University teacher | thon talks in Geneva on Friday, negotiated

CEASEFIRE DEAL

Washington, Moscow to operate joint
military campaign

Regime has to stop attacking moderate
rebel-held areas

Moderate rebels have to sever ties with
Islamist jihadists
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Humanitarian aid must be allowed to
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Akter Jahan died of poison-
ing, said a doctor who
performed her autopsy
yesterday.

“Primary examination of
her body suggests she suf-
fered respiratory depression
due to poisoning. We have
found the presence of
poison. No injury marks
on her body were found,”
said Enamul Haque, lec-
turer of forensic medicine
department at Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital
(RMCH).

Respiratory depression
may be caused by medica-
tion or drugs, typically in
the case of overdose.
Enamul said people stop
breathing and suffer from
respiratory failure.

“Samples have been
collected and sent to
Dhaka for viscera tests. We
need to wait for the test

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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by US Secretary of State John Kerry and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov is set

besieged areas

to enter into force on Monday, the first day
of the Muslim holiday of Eid-ul-Azha.
But even as diplomats touted the agree-

killed dozens.
Syrian state news agency SANA reported

strikes on two major cities in the north

A class apart

Armless Egypt table tennis
player stuns Rio Paralympics

AFP, Rio De Janeiro

Egypt's Ibrahim Hamadtou can swing a table ten-
nis racket as well as the next Paralympian, but that's
not what makes him a sensation: Hamadtou holds
the racket between his teeth.

The Rio Paralympics are full of stories of men
and women who have trained their impaired bod-
ies to compete at the highest level.

Yet Hamadtou, who lost both arms above the
elbow in a childhood train accident, stands apart,
the only table tennis player even to try the feat.

Although he lost in his Paralympic debut, fall-
ing to the highly rated British world number four,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

KIBRIA KILLING

Accused, held
after 11 years,
sent to jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

An accused in the SAMS
Kibria murder case was sent
to jail yesterday after police
produced him in court.

Kajal Mia, 28, son of
Rongu Mia, who had been
hiding for 11 years, was
arrested on Friday night in
his village -- Bhadoi in sadar
upazila of Habiganj, Yasinul
Hag, officer-in-charge of
Habiganj police, confirmed.

On January 27, 2005,
the then opposition law-
maker and Awami League
leader Kibria and four
others, including his
nephew Shah Manzur
Huda, were killed in a
grenade attack on an AL
rally in Habiganj. Many
others were injured.

Local Awami League

leader Abdul Majid Khan
filed two cases -- one for

murder and the other

under the explosives act --

with Habiganj Sadar Police
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6
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