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Concrete rings and slabs manufactured by Maleka Begum (inset), on her house yard at Fulgachh village in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.
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Bid to abduct brick trader

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A bid to abduct a brick trader was foiled
on Bogra-Pirgachha road at Joshopara in
Sadar upazila on Wednesday.

The trader is Jalal Hossain, 43, son of
Syed Jamal Hossain of Pirgachha
Shabekpara in the upazila.

Quoting the victim, police said a gang
posing themselves as police waylaid the
trader's motorbike when he was going to

his residence around 9:00pm.

They later handcuffed Jalal, hit him with a
pistol and tried to abduct him.

Hearing screams, locals rushed to the spot
and rescued the victim. However, the criminals
managed to flee the scene.

On information, police recovered a hand-
cuff, signal light and two bullets from the spot,
said Md Emdad Hossain, officer-in-charge of

Sadar Police Station.

'Arrest land grabber'

OUR CORRESPONDENR, Chapainawabganj

Speakers at a rally yesterday reiterated their demand for
immediate arrest of the land grabber and his cohorts who
attacked four people, including two journalists, in Nachole
upazila last month.

Journalists made the demand at a human chain at
Nachole upazila headquarters protesting filling of a 'false’
case against one of their fellow journalist Anwar Hossain.

The speakers also demanded immediate withdrawal of the
false case.

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Maleka Begum, hailing from a remote vil-
lage in the district, has now become a sym-
bol of success, thanks to her ability to think
out of the box and persistent efforts.

Once hit by financial hardship, the 36-
year-old woman from Fulgachh village in
Sadar upazila, is now solvent by manufac-
turing concrete slabs and rings of sanitary
latrines.

At present, she earns a profit of around Tk
70,000 per month by selling the rings and
slabs, setting an example for other poor
villagers -- industry is the key to success.

Four years back, the woman and her
husband Ramjan Ali of Fulgachh village in
Sadar upazila got work as masons for 18 to
20 days in a month. Maleka earned Tk 150-
160 while Ramjan got Tk 250-300 per day
then.

The income they earned was not enough
to run the four-member family smoothly,
said Maleka, mother of two children.

“In2012, I started manufacturing the
latrine rings and slabs with my hus-
band, taking a loan of Tk 20,000 from
NGO Muslim Aid Bangladesh and since
then we did not need to look back,” she
said.

Her husband has 14 decimals of land.
There is a house on five decimals while the
rest is being used for her business.

In the four years, the woman has saved Tk
5 lakh and become owner of four cows by
doing the business.

More importantly, she has arranged
schooling for her two sons -- Maminul
Islam, 13, and Mostakin Islam, 7.

She also created job opportunities

Maleka makes
it successtul

through the business. Ten local ultra-poor
women and five male masons work here
everyday.

“Around 90 tol100 rings and 20 to 25
slabs are being manufactured here every
day. I sell a ring at Tk 350-380 by spending
Tk 280-300 and a slab at Tk 500-550 by
spending Tk 400-450," said Maleka.

However, the same ring is sold at Tk 420-
450 and slab at Tk 600-620 in the town, she
said, adding that the villagers purchase the
rings and slabs for building sanitary latrines
at their home.

“1 sell 60 to 70 rings and 12 to 15 slabs
everyday,” the woman said, adding that she
earns a profit of Tk 2000-2500 after meeting
all expenditures every day.

Her husband Ramjan helps her in the
work.

“My wife has brought solvency to our
poor family and we are now planning to
purchase land and build a brick-built
house,” he said.

Mahiton Bewa, 55, a widow in the vil-
lage, said she and other ultra-poor women
got job in Maleka's firm and they work for
Tk 120-150 every day.

Mason Aynal Miah, 42, said he earns Tk
350 from the firm per day.

Customers from different villages come
here as they can buy the sanitary latrine
items at cheaper rate, he said.

The NGO's Lalmonirhat Branch Manager
Zahedul Islam said the organisation pro-
vided loans to Maleka for three terms in easy
installment as she tried to bring solvency to
her family by doing the business.

They are always ready to support with big
amount of loan if she wants, he said.

Market named
after AC land to
avoid eviction

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A syndicate of traders allegedly in collaboration with a
section of administration staff has taken initiative to build
permanent structures on a government land at Chatmohar
upazila under the district and named it "AC Land Super

Market" to evade eviction.

The syndicate members of 'Omritokunda Haat' in the
Railbazar area also opened a bank account titled 'AC Land
Super Market' at the local Agrani Bank branch for the pur-

pose last month, sources said.

“Some 70 shops would be built at Omritokunda Haat
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and possession would cost Tk 40 thousand each,” said Md
Rawshan Alam, a trader of Amritokunda Haat. A syndicate
guided by the local administration has arranged the allot-
ment of the shops, he added.

Earlier, the local administration headed by Chatmohar
AC (Land) Md Mizanur Rahman evicted the traders as the
latter had illegally built shops on government land at
Chatmohar Omritokunda Haat. He also recovered 35 deci-
mals of land.

Later the local administration identified 70 traders as
genuine ones and planned to rehabilitate them on the gov-
ernment land at the haat, the AC said.

Asked about the naming of a market after a government
official, the AC said when he came to know it he asked the
shop owners to change the name.

Meanwhile, one Md Golam Nabi on behalf of the pro-
posed market owners opened a savings account at the
Agrani Bank's Rail Bazar Branch on August 16 and depos-
ited Tk 6 lakh there, said bank sources.

Locals said the syndicate led by Golam Nabi and Abdul
Matin managed the administration to build the market in the
name of AC land so that they can avoid turther eviction drive,

They are now trying to sell the shops at the market
according to their choice depriving the genuine traders, said
the traders, adding that the syndicate men are trying to build
over a hundred shops designated for 70 people.

Golam Nabi, however, refused to talk to the correspon-
dent about this matter,
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