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Beeft breed Brahman raises

hope of meat supply boost

SH"I'I{H SERA]J

Eid-ul-Azha is around the corner.
The Qurbani haats (markets sell-
ing sacrificial animals) are already
abuzz with activities amid the
presence of buyers and sellers. The
cows that reach the market are
mostly reared in farms around
Bangladesh. Throughout the year,
cattle farmers concentrated more
on fattening in organic and natu-
ral methods. Now the customers
are more aware about the effects of
antibiotics, artificial growth pro-
moters and harmful chemicals.
Everyone is looking for the cow
that has been reared organically.
Even the farmers are now more
cautious and they are concerned.

However, to meet the total
yearly meat demand, we depend
on foreign countries, especially
neighbouring India, for 40% of
meat. Although, accounts are there
that we have plenty of cattle supply
for the Eid ul Azha.

A few days back, | went to visit
Sakhipur in Tangail to see with my
own eyes a beef breed, called
'‘Brahman'. It's tall, strong and can
cope well with our climate. And,
the original home for this breed
was in the Indian sub-continent.
Cattle breeders in the southern
United States developed Brahman
cattle between 1854 and 1926,
after bringing in 266 bulls and 22
cows. Now, the breed is better
known as, 'American Brahman'.
This wvariety is also reared in
Philippines, the Caribbean coun-
tries, Thailand, Australia and
many other countries. Now the
beet breed's new home is
Bangladesh.

Under the Beef Cattle
Development Project, for the very
first time the authority is pretty
much concerned to meet the
demand of the cow meat across the
country. As part of this
programme, 10,000 samples of
semen were brought to be used
experimentally in Bangladesh in
2008. Then another 60,000 sam-
ples of semen were brought, of
which 37,000 were applied on
cows. Brahman bulls developed
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from first phase semen are kept in
Savar's Artificial Insemination and
Research centre.

Currently the semen of this
breed is distributed across the
country, following the appropriate
scientific process. During the first
phase of the project, in 2014-15, in
80 upazilas of 38 districts, 130
selected cattle farmers applied
Brahman semen on 260 cows.
Meanwhile, the breed is being

tested at Savar's Al and Research
centre,

I have talked with SMA Samad,
the Director of Beef Cattle
Development Project, under the
Department of Livestock Services
(DLS).

“In a year, the intake of meat per
head in Bangladesh is 9.1 kg, " said
Mr Samad.

“What's the global standard?” |
asked.

“It should be around 80 kg a
year, according to World Health
Organization,” he replied.

“We must increase the intake
seven times and Brahman could be
an ideal solution to this,” said a
confident Samad.

At farm level the Brahman bulls
have now become 15 to 18
months' old. In Sakhipur's
Gobindapur village, many farmers
could get the semen of Brahman
for having quality and healthy
cows, Nuru Mia is one of those
lucky farmers who got the semen
for his cow. His bull is now 17
months' old. The Brahman has a
hump back, long, drooping ears,
and loose skin.

“Your bull looks pretty big
already.”

“It has become 440 kg in only
17 months,” he said.

“Tell me about the local breed
of your farm.”

"My cow gave birth to local
calves in the past and the highest
weight for an adult was 80 kg,” he
added.

“What are you thinking about
Brahman now?" I asked.

“Next year, 1 hope that my
Brahman will go up to 1000 kg,”
he assertively replied.

The veterinary surgeon of this
region, Dr Shafiqul Islam Manik
informed me that in Sakhipur
upazila almost 300 cows were
applied with Brahman semen,
And, he also talked about the
health condition of the Brahman
bulls.

“Almost all the farms have the
same results and it's good, " said Dr
Manik.

“What about the weight?” I
asked.

“Farmers are giving them
organic and natural feed and the
weight is going up the way

expected,” replied Dr Manik.

“And, they are healthy,”
Manik added.

Cattle farmer Akhter Hossain,
has done something crazy, out of
extreme passion for his Brahman
breed.

“Why have you set the fan on
top of your Brahman bull,” I asked
Akhter with curiosity.

“This is not just a cow, it's my
family member; you must take
care of your family, right?” he
replied with a tone of extreme
affection for the bull.

“What else do you think about
this new breed?” I asked this cattle
farmer.

“See, it's economically very
significant to me and my family
and I hope to pull off great profits
through this breed hopefully next
year,” replied Akhter.

Local officers of DLS, local
upazila parishad, are very much
optimistic about this beef breed.
This fast growing, large cow has
become the centre of love for all.
People in the region also treat
Brahman as one of their family
members.

The experimental rearing for
Brahman is going on in full swing,
The results at the very beginning of
its experiment are reasonably
positive. However, we must not be
fully certain that a developed
breed will give us better produc-
tion and profit very quickly.
Certain conditions are to be met to
ensure the right progress.

Dear readers, if all the authori-
ties concerned keep on working
with a deeper insight as they are
doing now, and if the precise and
progressive research is put into
action at field level, 1 believe, the
results will be in favour of us. The
combined efforts of farmers and
experts will expectantly give us a
new addition to the Qurbani mar-
ket next year. Hopefully, this
Brahman breed, with an approxi-
mate meat amount of 20 to 30
maunds (800 to 1200 kg) from a
single bull will show us a new
hope in meeting the demand for
cow meat across the country.

Dr

Summit Group
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The LNG terminal would be
ready within two years after
getting the permission from
the government, while the
first LNG-based power plant
would be operational by the
third year, according to Khan.

The company will have to
set up offshore pipeline with
a distance of 7 kilometres
and another 7km onshore
pipeline to be connected
with the pipeline the govern-
ment is setting up in
Moheshkhali,

It is in talks with three
Chinese companies to build
the pipeline.

Summit also has plans to
a 350MW dual-fuel com-
bined cycle power plant and
a 150MW diesel-based
power plant.

It also plans to set up two
motre LNG-based power
plant: one in Chittagong and
the other in Moheshkhali.

The plants will be ready
by 2021, to help the govern-
ment's goal of raising the
power generation to
24,000MW by then.

“Once completed, the
terminal and the power
plants will be a game changer
for the country as the projects
would develop physical
infrastructure as well as
encourage private sector
companies to follow suit.”

The company has already
proposed the government

about the LNG terminal and
the power plants.

Khan said his company
would bring state-of-the-art
engines from companies like
GE or Siemens, which have
about 57 percent efficiency.

Summit's most recently
developed power plants --
Summit Bibiyana-II
(341MW combined cycle gas
turbine) and Summit
Meghnaghat (337MW com-
bined cycle gas turbine with
dual fuel capabilities) -- are
equipped with GE turbines.

Both projects attracted
international debt financing
from institutions such as the
IFC, the IDB, German invest-
ment and development
corporation DEG, Dutch
development bank FMO, UK
government's finance insti-
tution CDC and Standard
Chartered Bank.

Summit Group currently
has about 1,500MW of
power generation capacity
and is the largest independ-
ent power producer in
Bangladesh, accounting for
generating about 15 percent
of overall output in the
countryin 2015.

It now has $500 million
in outstanding loans with
international lenders such as
the IFC and the IDB, carrying
interest rate of 5 percent and
repayment period of up to

14 years.

Two flogged
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Omar Ali, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Rowangchhari
police station.

Bishwanath Tanchangya,
chairman of Alikkhong
union, said, Ukeola moved
from Lama to the remote
village of Angya para in the
union only four years ago and
Apru came to visit Ukeola a
few days back from Lama.

OC Omar Ali said, on
Tuesday morning Ukeola
and Apru got engaged in an
altercation with Thoai as he,
during a meeting of the local
anti-militancy committee
earlier in the week, referred

to Ukeola as a terrorist and a
convicted criminal who had

been living in the remote
area to evade law enforcers,

Later at night, Ukeola
and Apru, both intoxicated,
went to Thoai's house and
attacked him at around
10:00pm, when Thoai retali-
ated with a thick wooden
section, confirmed Sanjit
Kumar Banik, police super-
intendent (SP) of
Bandarban, quoting Thoai's
wife Menu Ching Marma.

Thoai fled after seeing the
two attackers die at the
scene, the OC told this cor-
respondent.

The corpses have been
sent to Bandarban sadar
hospital for autopsy.

Bandarban Deputy
Commissioner Dilip Kumar
Banik and SP Sanjit Kumar
Banik visited the spot yester-
day morning,
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