SPECIAL PUBLICATION OF =HIIFT

Rangs Limited,
authorised dealer of
Mitsubishi Motors has
the 2016 Mitsubishi
Pajero Sport in. Most of
the previous models ply-
ing our roads are black,
government owned and
chaulffer driven. They are
also round, and have no
unique angle — looks just
like a typical SUV. The
new one isn't. In a rather
short date with the demo
vehicle, we find out what
the new gen Pajero sport
is all about.
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[t will take just a few minutes of staring for
you to grow into the controversial look of
the new Pajero Sport. SUVs are meant to be
boxy, nose high up - Mitsubishi did some
geometry play and came up with a “dy-
namic shield” front fascia which has a nose
down sporty accent. It has craftily inte-
grated headlamps and grille which you
can't easily distinguish from one another;
and a bumper, more than half of which is a
wide gaping grille to aid system cooling,
the other bits wrapping around the fender
sides, forming the so called shield. But
that's not it - take a look at the rear lamps
from the side and it looks like a D pillar
accentuating red gem. Go back and you
will be awed with a unique 'p' and 'q'
shaped droopy LED lamps that almost
seem like they have melted. Overall, the
2016 Pajero Sport is tall, has a bold pres-
ence with a nose that seems like it can cut
through water. Well, it literally can.

Get into the SUV and you will notice
major improvements on the dash. The late
model's dashboard felt it needed more
attention and MMC did just that, with
abundant tech features built in the new

SUV. With a fine selection of black, silver
and beige, the dashboard, centre console

and instrument cluster feels like it would
aid you to enjoy off-roading. The demo
vehicle which we were introduced to, had
beige mushy textile wrapped around every-
where — door pads, arm rest, roof and
seats. A few days of usage, and you will
have grime, hand prints and dust all over
the place. As a front passenger, you might
not complain much, but a couple of hours
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ride around the city in the rear might be a
little too wobbly. That is partly because of
the SUV's squishy suspension, but more to
do with the plush fabric seats which
amplify the sways of the vehicle. We took a
ride in the old one earlier, and it wasn't so
exaggerated - all because of the firmer
seats. There is a more appropriate leather
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trim and seat option which Rangs will
bring in, and that will eliminate the sway
factor and inject in a more firm, yet com-
fortable ride experience, Plus you do not
have to spend so much on detergents.

There are abundant features in the
Pajero Sport. Four 4WD off road modes, 70
c¢m of water wading depth, 5.6 metre turn-
ing radius, hill start assist, active stability
and traction control, pretensioners, SRS
airbags, ABS with EBD, seven people seat-
ing, built in touch screen entertainment
system, steering mount controls, dual zone
automatic air conditioning, sun roof and
plenty more.

The new model has almost the same 4
cylinder 2.5 litre turbo charged common
rail diesel that powered the older model.
But this time, you get a 5 speed automatic
and a knob by the lever to select the driv-
ing modes from 2L all the way up to 4LLc.

So how does the diesel motor and auto-
matic tranny fare on the roads, both on
and off? Unfortunately we couldn't take
the macho SUV out for a run due to time
constraints. We'll try to get our hands on it,
but if you want to check out the vehicle,
head over to Rangs Limited showroom.
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The multipurpose vehicle or
MPYV genre is perhaps the most
evolving one in the industry. It is
also the grey area between a sta-
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When asked about their vehicle type, the
owners are either confused, or just plain
embarrassed to answer. But we all secretly
agree that these MPVs are our life savers,
carrying things that no cars can and going
places where no cars dare tread. One of the
most promising MPVs in the Bangladeshi
market is Toyota Avanza, which has gone
through a lot of evolution since its inception
thirteen years ago. The latest 2016 model is
dubbed the third generation, which in reality
is a facelift of the second generation. We took
the RWD MPV out for a test drive and Navana
was kind enough to throw in the older model
to escort us.

VISUAL CHANGES THAT WE LIKE

Toyota took the 2nd gen Avanza's front bit
and 'almost’ replaced it with a new one - it
has a new set of smoked head lamps, Toyota
Highlander like grille, bumper with horn-like
lips, fenders and bonnet. It also has a new
engine, Sorry, that's not 'almost’, rather the
entire front bit. Looks wise, the MPV is more
butch and higher up, exactly the way it is
supposed to portray. From the rear end, not
much of a change, except some smoked tail
lamp ornamentation. The interior lost a lot of

colours. There were seven different shades of
ash, grey and black combined with multiple
materials in the older generation, which were
discarded for a simple two tone black/ silver
matured solution. The dials lost its
Spiderman theme and inclined towards a
Venom inspired webbed black - Toyota trying
desperately to give the MPV some sporty
appeal. The new Avanza also sits nicely on 15
inchers.

THE DRIVING BIT

The new 1.5 liter dual VVT-I gasoline 2NR-VE
motor has more power, torque and efficiency.
The humble 103 hp and 100 Ib-ft builds up
long groany revs, while the rather ancient
four speed automatic tranny takes its time to
toggle from gear to gear. But the Avanza is
zippy through the city roads as the torque
starts building up from lower revs.

The Macpherson front/ 5-link rear suspen-
sion has been reworked in the new model.
But old habits die hard - there is a soft,
bouncy feel to all the bumps and humps
around in the city; drive a little faster and you
reduce the vibrations, but add a little sway.
And [ absolutely love the ground clearance of
the thing.

THEM PASSENGER FEELS

Despite adding a “quieter” new engine, you
will hear an engine buzz growing with the
RPM, which gets quite audible beyond 3,500
RPM. Sound deadening has been improved,

but you can still hear motor bikes putter past.

The Avanza is all about accommodating
seven people in a vehicle. In the new model,
you are going to be very comfortable at the
front, adequately relaxed at the middle and
not so comfy in the rear, The middle passen-
ger row intends to accommodate three
grown passengers. There is plentiful leg and
head room too, even with the front passen-

gers sitting at ease. But it is the very rear
passengers who are in for the real (or)deal.
Pull a lever and the middle passenger seat
folds and tumbles down. Climbing in is
nothing short of orangutan clumsy. Shift's
Page-in-Charge is an average height large
fellow, and he had a miserable time there -
almost resembled a caged beast about to
prowl. He claimed to have lost his knees
once he got off. But Toyota did throw in dual
AC in the Avanza with air recirculation func-
tion for the rear,

STORE LIKE A BOSS

The Avanza does not only let you cram in a
lot of passengers, but a lot of your goods too.
There are nifty storage spaces here and there,
some meticulously hidden, a few quite
abrupt, like three bottle holders on the front
door trim. There isn't much change in the
trunk area from the last generation, and you
can store a large suitcase and a passenger
handbag even with the third row seats
upright. Fold them away to create ample
space for three peoples' luggage.

VERDICT

As Toyota rightfully positioned it, “If you love
your family, the Avanza it 1s.” Despite the

controversial new front fascia, the latest
Avanza 1s more mature and functional as a

whole, and comfy and sober on the inside.
And that's all that it matters. With the price
Navana is quoting for it, the new Avanza
stands out as a great proposition in this MPV

segment not only for large families but for
institutions alike.

SPECS
ENGINE:

1,500cc 4 cylinder dual VVT-I gasoline 2NR-
VE engine

TRANSMISSION:

4 speed auto

FEATURES:

7 seats, USB, Aux, and AM/FM/CD,

PRICE:

TK 32.50 lakh. For details, contact Navana Ltd.

INTERESTING FACT

One of the largest market for Toyota Avanza is
Indonesia. By the end of 2013, Toyota sold
1,140,922 Avanzas there. The market also ate
up 67,224 units by June 2016.



