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A Rajuk peon
worth millions

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

He is just a member of lower subordinate staff (MLSS) at the
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk), but Mobarak
Hossain enjoys the luxury which many honest first grade
officers can only dream of.

The total amount of proprieties owned by Mobarak and
his wife Shahina Parvin Shahin is worth Tk 2.53 crore, of
which Tk 1.38 crore has been amassed illegally.

The Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) yesterday
issued two notices to the couple asking them to submit their
wealth statements before it within seven working days.

The anti graft watchdog in its primary enquiry found that
Mobarak, posing as a Rajuk high-up, stole documents from
different files and indulged in “criminal activities” for
money.

After checking the records and documents of Mobarak's
wealth, the ACC found that Mobarak got a plot in Uttara's
Sector-11 through a lease in 2003. He had paid Tk 9 lakh for
the lease, said Investigation Officer Sardar Manjur
Ahmmad.

Mobarak had managed to get a design for 1,770 square
feet building on the plot approved by Rajuk and took Tk 50
lakh loan from Bangladesh House Building Finance
Corporation in 2012 to build a seven-storey building there,
said Pranab Kumar Bhattacharjee, public relations officer of
the ACC.

During the time of the construction, he had sold two flats
on the fourth floor of the building for Tk 65 lakh. The total
expense for the construction of the building is approxi-
mately Tk 2 crore, he said.
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The end of
colourful

peafowl

SAYAM U CHOWDHURY

Karim mama used to display
bird feathers just across our
school gate. He only had
feathers of one kind -- long
and spatula-tipped wire-like
vivid feathers. I used to buy
one for Tk 5 almost every
week and preserved those
between the pages of my old
books. The fascination
evolved back then to see all
the tail feathers of Moyur
fully opened like a hand full
of colourful cards, dancing
gracefully in our Sal forest
and embellishing the forest
corner with its wide open

In 2011, Mobarak bought shares of Delpark Housing Ltd

at Tk 2.25 lakh in his wife Shahin's name.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 6

An Indian peafowl. The beautiful bird has become extinctin Bangladesh.
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Mir Quasem wants
more time to decide
on seeking clemency

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Condemned war crimi-
nal Mir Quasem Ali
yesterday sought more
time to decide whether
to pray for presidential
clemency, the last
option to avoid the gallows.

The 63-year-old Jamaat-e-Islami leader
said he wanted time to make a decision
when the authorities of Kashimpur Central
Jail-2 in Gazipur asked him if he would
seek mercy of the president, Prashanta
Kumar Banik, senior jail superintendent,

told The Daily Star.

Earlier on Wednesday, a day after the
Supreme Court upheld his death penalty
for war crimes, he sought time to decide
his next course of action. Nine of his fam-
ily members, including his wife Khandakar
Ayesha Khatun, met him in jail that day.

Quasem, widely considered a top

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

AGENCIES

‘There will be no
amnesty

On return from Mexico, Trump gets back to
hardline position on illegal immigration; says
Mexico will pay '100pc' for building wall

the country.

US Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump
has vowed that anyone who is in the United States
illegally would be subject to deportation if he is
elected, sticking with his hardline position after flirting
with a softer approach.

In a major speech in the border state of Arizona on
Wednesday, he laid out a tough, 10-point plan to end
illegal border crossings and abusive behavior by undocumented people in

Immigration is Trump's signature issue as he battles Democrat Hillary
Clinton ahead of the November 8 election.
"Our message to the world will be this: you cannot obtain legal status or
become a citizen of the United States by illegally entering our country," he
said. "Those days are over."
He said all people in the United States illegally would have "only one
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

Security must
not slacken
during Eid
holidays

Home ministry to
law enforcers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The home ministry yester-
day asked the law enforce-
ment agencies to stay alert
so that security at the dip-
lomatic zone and key-point
installations do not get
relaxed during the Eid
vacation.

They were also asked to
provide foolproof security
to large Eid congregations,
keeping the Sholakia
Eidgah attack on the Eid
day on July 7 in mind to
avoid any kind of subver-
sive activities.

The directives came from
a meeting on overall law

SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

India making
floods worse

in Bangladesh
Says Khaleda

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday criticised
India for "opening sluice
gates of the Farakka
Barrage", which makes
floods in Bangladesh
WOoTrse.

“They [India] are our
friendly neighbouring
country. But this cannot be
that we will not protest if
they do any injustice
against us,” Khaleda said at
a discussion in city's
Institution of Engineers.

The BNP organised the
programme to mark its
38th founding anniversary:.

This is for the first time,

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

One killed,
19 hurt in
tank lorry
explosion

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

A person was killed and at
least 19 others were
injured, six of them burnt,
as a tank lorry exploded in
Chandpur town early yes-
terday.

The ftuel-laden lorry was
being unloaded in front of

SEE PAGE 17 COL 3
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A mobile toilet near a petrol pump in Motijheel area. Such toilets can be quite useful but
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their number in the capital is not enough. The photo was taken recently.

City needs more of these

2 NGOs teamed up with city corporations operate 51 mobile public toilets

MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN

Shafiqur Rahman had been looking
for a toilet for half an hour. A man
with prostate issues, he had to urinate
frequently and was desperate. He
eventually found a mobile toilet near
Motijheel Petrol Pump.

After using the toilet, the 60-year-
old said, “I searched for toilets for 30

minutes. I've never had such an expe-
rience like today's.”

He demanded more public toilets
in the city. The two mobile toilets -
one for men and the other for women
- in the busy Motijheel area were
insufficient.

This correspondent talked to
Shafiqur while visiting the place on
May 12,

PHOTO:
ANISUR RAHMAN

Rafiqul Islam Bhandari, who once
used to be a scavenger, has been main-
taining the toilets set up by the
Association for Realisation of Basic
Needs (ARBAN), an NGO working
with excluded disadvantaged com-
munities.

Men's toilet has a urinal, push tap,
toilet roll holder, and a bin. The

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

Mussolini's message
to the future found

MAIL ONLINE

A eulogy of fascist leader Benito Mussolini buried
at the base of the 300-tonne Mussolini Obelisk in
Rome hails the dictator as 'regenerating Italy
through his superhuman insight and resoluteness’,
scholars have revealed.

The 1,200 word essay, Codex Fori Mussolini,
which is written in Latin on parchment remains at
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2
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RISHA MURDER
Accused

Obaidul
remanded

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Obaidul Khan, the prime
suspect in the Suraiya Akter
Risha murder case, has
admitted to police that he
stabbed the Willes Little
Flower School student dead,

SEE PAGE 17 COL 4
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PRAYER TIMING SEPTEMBER 2
Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-30 12-30 445 623 7-45
JAMAAT 5-05 1-15 5-00 6-26 B8-15
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