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Gourd farming boon §
for growers in Bogra

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

harvesting gourd from his land one month ago,

Gourd cultivation has now-a-days
become a boon for the farmers of the

district.

Farmers of Shibganj, Sadar, Sonatola,
Shajahanpur, Dhunat, Sariakandi and
Dupchanchia upazilas are earning good

profit by cultivating gourd.

Officials of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE), Bogra, said
around 1,200 hectares of land have been
brought under gourd cultivation this
year, with Shibganj, Gabtoli, Sadar and
Shajahanpur upazilas being the biggest

producers of the vegetable.

On a visit to the wholesale market
for vegetables in the district recently,
this correspondent saw a large num-
ber of vehicles loaded with gourds of
Wholesale buyers
from different areas of the country
were buying the vegetable for selling
in the capital and other cities and

different sizes.

towns of the country.

Goard cultivator Amanur Rahman,
42, of Nandipur in Sadar union under
Shibganj upazila, said that he started

and will continue for two more months,

He is selling 100 gourds at Tk 1,500-Tk
1,800, and expects to earn over Tk 50 thousand
from his 1.75 bighas ofland, he added.

Haidar Ali, 70, of Dayaigram village, said he
has been cultivating gourds for 45 years, and
hoped to earn at least Tk 50 thousand from his
1 bigha of land.

Wholesaler Asadul Islam, 30, of Tepagari
area in Roynagar union under the upazila, said
he buys 100 gourds for Tk 1, 500-Tk 1,700, and
spends at least Tk 5 per gourd for transportation
to the capital and other cities.

Another buyer, Abdur Rahim, 25, of
Boterbazar area in Shekerkola union under
Sadar upazila, said his father has been doing
this business for 43 years, and now he has been
conducting the paternal business for eight
years. He carries the vegetables to Chittagong in
his own truck, he added.

Farid Uddin, deputy-assistant agriculture
officer of DAE, Bogra, said they provided
the high-yield seeds and gave suggestions to
the farmers on the use of insecticides, fertil-
izers and pheromone-traps. This ensured
best quality and expected production of
gourd.
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Huge quantities of gourds are brought to Mohasthangarh wholesale vegetable market beside
Dhaka-Rangpur highway in Shibganj upazila of Bogra.

Probe finds 2 officials guilty
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spraying water. Still, 47 people, most of
whom were ansar members, were
injured, the reportsaid.

According to the report, the five safety
systems for the ammonia tank cool-
ing/refrigeration, pressure gauges, two
pressure-transmitter-computers, two
pressure vents and flare system were not
operational.

As the safety systems were not func-
tional, the tank exploded due to exces-
sive pressure of gas despite having only
340 tonnes of liquid ammonia.

The operations department of the
factory had informed the maintenance
department about the malfunction of
the five security systems on August 20
when production was stopped.

The maintenance department sent
technicians for repairs but they
returned unable to fix the faults.

Deputy Chief Engineer Dilip Kumar
Barua and General Manager (Technical
and Maintenance Service) Md Nokibul
Islam were entrusted with the duty to
supervise the technicians. However,
they neither supervised, nor fixed the
problems, the report said.

GM Nokibul even told investigators
that he does not visit the plant and that
his sub-ordinates visit it. He does not
even consider supervising the plant his
routine work, said the report quoting
his statement.

Quoting DCE Dilip's statement, the
report said he never does any mainte-
nance or repair work. When the last
computer for pressure transmitter
broke down, he did not take the initia-
tive to repair it properly, instead he
sent the computer to a local mechanic.

Sending the computer, in which
mission critical software is installed, to
un-authorised mechanic and not
going to the tank to see for himself the
situation were irresponsible of him,
the report mentioned.

The men running the plant had no
training. The probe committee were
surprised to learn that the DAP author-
ity entrusted the manpower without
training them.

The Daily Star reached out to GM
Nokibul who refused to comment until
the departmental probe on the incident
was complete. This paper called DCE
Dilip several times for comments but he

did not pick up his phone.

During the enquiry, Executive
Engineer (electricity) Kazi Masudur
Rahman claimed that the construction
of the tank was weak. The probe com-
mittee opined that the officials were
blaming construction fault to cover up
their faults.

The committee found that Tk 5-6
crore was lost due to the destruction of
the old tank and Tk 20-22 crore would
be needed to install a new one. Besides,
fish worth Tk 1.27 crore and animal
worth Tk 2 lakh were killed. The extent
of environmental damage was still
being assessed, said the DC Mesbah.

Terming the DAP factory an unac-
countable organisation, the committee
suggested improving the management
of DAP and coordination among
departments; ensuring transparency
and accountability in its activities, the
decision making on buying, repairing;
entrusting the managers with the
responsibility of running daily activi-
ties; establishing a strong chain of com-
mand among workers; and installing a
firefighting and safety unit for the fac-

tory.

Newlywed
strangled
for dowry

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A newlywed was strangled
allegedly by her husband
for dowry at Kawarkanda
village in Dhobaura
upazila yesterday.

The deceased was
Rashida Begum, 20, wife of
farmer Saddam Hossain of
the village.

Quoting locals, Shawkat
Alam, officer-in-charge of
Dhobaura Police Station,
said Rashida, daughter of
Abdus Salam of Gufinpur
village, married Saddam,
25, two months ago.

After their marriage,
Saddam often tortured
Rashida for dowry, he said.

Saddam strangled
Rashida following an alter-
cation over the issue early
in the morning.

On information, police
recovered the body and

Villagers cry for
concrete bridge

Thousands cross Nalshisha River
risking their lives in Dinajpur

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

About 50,000 inhabitants of 30 villages in Nawabganj
upazila of the district have been crossing the Nalshisha
River risking their lives as demand for a concrete bridge has

not been met.
Due to strong current and sudden rise of water level

recently, the 225-foot bamboo bridge over the river is now
on the verge of collapse.

Before the start of the rainy season, the villagers had
repaired the lone bridge at their own initiative fearing
risk of collapse due to the strong tide and increase of
water level, said Nirmol Sarker of Dangserghat village.

Locals said farmers of the area face huge problems for
transporting goods from and to the upazila town as they
have no alternative ways.

Students of different educational institutions, grow-
ers, elderly persons and women, are the worst sufferers,
said Nazrul Islam, former Binodnagar UP chairman.

The authorities concerned should take immediate
steps to relieve the suffering of the local people,
Nazrul added.

[.one accused
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Obaidul, who used to work
at a tailoring shop in Dhaka,
fled and went to his village
home at Miradangi in
Birganj upazila of Dinajpur
on August 25, a day after he
stabbed Risha, SP Zakir said.

But he left the village as
local people recognised him
after seeing pictures of him
distributed by police.

Failing to find Obaidul in
his village, police detained
his sister Khadiza Begum
and her husband Khademul
Islam for questioning and
learnt from them that he was
likely to take shelter at
Khademul's younger
brother Khusbul Islam's
place in Domar, the SP said.

Obaidul came to
Khusbul's workplace, a
branch of Brac in Domar, on
Tuesday and told Khusbul
he wanted to stay with him,

but soon after police raided
the office. The suspect man-
aged to flee that time.

He was finally caught
yesterday morning, said
Zakir at a press conference at
his office.

The police team from the
capital left the district with
the suspect around 11:45am.

Having been stabbed by
Obaidul, Risha lost the
battle for life on Sunday.

She had been harassed by
Obaidul for months by phone
and stalked on her way home
from school, her fathersaid.

Contacted, Shiblee
Noman, assistant commis-
sioner (Ramna zone) of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, told The
Daily Star Obaidul was taken to
Ramna Police Station in the
capital around 11:00pm.

He said police would
place Obaidul before a court
and seek his remand.

Brutes at 1t again
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area, saild Harun has been
working at the garage for the
last two years.

In a similar incident, a
man was critically injured
after one of his co-workers
allegedly pumped air into
his rectum at a furniture
shop in the capital on
August 24,

On July 25, some workers
killed 10-year-old Sagar
Barman in similar fashion at
a factory in Narayanganj.

Police later rescued 24
children from the factory.
They also arrested its man-
ager.

In August last year, 13-
year-old Rakib was killed in
the same fashion for leaving
his garage job in Khulna.
Later, two people were
awarded death sentence for
the murder.

In another incident in

April this year, fellow work-
ers seriously injured 25-
year-old Ahsan Habib by
pumping air into his rectum
using an air compressor at
Uttar Badda Satarkul in the
capital., Four people,
detained over the incident,
told police they did that
“out of fun”,

Shatik Rehman

FROM PAGE 16

High Court rejected Shafik's
bail petition in the same
case.

Recently Shafiq Rehman,
former editor of the daily
Jaijaidin, filed the appeal
with the SC, challenging the
judgement of the HC and
seeking bail in the case.

Detectives posing as
television reporters arrested
him on April 16 from his
residence.
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DHAKA POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LTD

(An Enterprise of the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh) ||

Memo No- DPDC/PD(IPPM & Outsourcing NOCS Narinda/2016/008

Addendum

Date: 30/08/2016.

“Rescheduling Of Date Of Pre-bid Meeting & Correction on Price of Tender Docoment”
| Reference: 1. DPDC/PD(IPPM & Outsourcing NOCS Narinda/2016/001, Date: 07/08/2016

i The Pre-bid meeting & Price of Tender Document published in Tender Notice for the project “Design, Manufacture,

sent it to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

The body bore several
injury marks, said the OC.

Abdul Kuddus,

engineer of Local Government
Engineering Department (LGED) in Nawabganj, said after
visiting the spot he would write to the higher authorities of
the necessity of building a concrete bridge over the
Nalshisha River,

Man killed,
14 hurt over
land dispute

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A man was killed and at least
14 others were injured in a
clash between two groups of
villagers over a disputed
land at Hosnabad village in
Dashmina upazila of the
district yesterday:.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Amir Hossain
Dewan, 32, of the village.

Officer-in-Charge Monirul
Islam of Dashmina Police
Station said police arrested four
peoplefor theiralleged involve-
mentin this connection.

Quoting the deceased's
family members, police said
there had been alongstanding
rivalry between one Momin
Dewan and Salam Hawlader
of the village, over the owner-
ship of 50 decimals of land.

The clash ensued when
supporters of both the groups
went to the disputed land and
at one stage, they attacked
each other with sharp weap-
ons thatleft 15 injured.

Locals sent the injured to
Dashmina Upazila Health
Complex, where the doctors
declared Amir dead.
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(Md. Muzibur Rahman)
Superintending Engineer & Project Director,
Installation of Prepaid Meters &
NOCS Narinda Outsourcing Project, DPDC

Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Prepaid Meters and Distribution Network Management,
Commercial Operation & Customer Service for 5 years at NOCS Narinda under DPDC* is hereby changed as shown
below:
SI No. Tender No. Name of the Tender Item of Correction
Previous Date & New Date &
9 Design, Manufacture, Supply, Time Time
DPDC/PD(IPPM & Installation, Testing and 04/09/2016 18/09/2016
Outsourcing NOCS | Commissioning of Prepaid Meters 11:00 AM 11:00 AM
e Narinda/2016/001 and Distribution Network 0 0¢ Bocitat sl b bl o s B LT
| date: 07/08/2016 ’ Management, Commercial Order/Bank Draft and the amount for tender security shall | i
14 ' Operation & Customer Service for :’3“ payable i“hg"; f“ﬂ'i‘?’é?f?& F“*“’?miwﬂfk
: uarantee w valdity s remam val at least
5 years at NOCS Narinda under twenty eight (28) days g}'ﬂﬂd the expiry date of the
DPDC Tender Validity from the date of bid submission which is
issued from any schedule Bank in Bangladesh in favor of
Dhaka Power Distribution Company Lid.
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