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Citycell gets
more time

to clear dues

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Citycell received a shot in the arm after the Supreme Court
yesterday granted the beleaguered mobile operator about
three months to cleara portion of Tk 478 crore in dues.

The operator will have to pay Tk 318.45 crore -- two-
thirds of its dues to Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission -- by September 30.

The remaining amount of Tk 159.27 crore must be paid
before November 30, said Attorney General Mahbubey Alam.

However, Barrister Reza-e-Rakib, who represented the
BTRC in the hearing yesterday, told The Daily Star that the
deadline for the second instalment is 30 days from
September 30.

Should the operator fail to pay this time as well, the BTRC
will be given a free rein to take any decision it wants, said Md
Jahurul Haque, legal commissioner of the telecom watch-
dog.

Furthermore, Citycell will have to pay a fine of Tk 18.20
lakh to the BTRC for each day of operation between August
16 and November 30. The Supreme Court has not given any
deadline to pay the sum.

Citycell welcomed the Supreme Court order, saying it
will give them some much-needed breathing space.

“We are hopeful that we will manage to pay off our dues
within the deadline this time,” said Mehboob Chowdhury,
chief executive officer of Citycell.

The operator is also in talks with potential buyers, he
said, adding that they will try to crack a deal at the earliest.

One investor from China was in Dhaka recently for talks,
but the offer was too low, said a Citycell official asking not
to be named.

Another interested party hails from Mexico and its offer
was deemed acceptable by Citycell. But the deal cannot be
completed as the party is facing problems remitting funds to
Bangladesh, he said.

Earlier on August 16, the telecom regulator served notice
on Citycell on why the BTRC should not cancel its licence
despite failing to pay dues of Tk 477.63 crore. Citycell has 30
days to respond to the letter.

The government had also planned to bring down the
curtains on Citycell's operations on August 24 but the move
was thwarted by a High Court bench, which asked the BIRC
to wait until September 16.

The BTRC appealed against the High Court order on
August 24,

On July 31, the regulator issued a public notice asking
Citycell's subscribers to switch to another operator by
August 16; the government later extended the deadline to
August 23,

After getting the public notice on August 1, Citycell
sought time until December 31 to clear its dues.

Singapore's SingTel owns a 44.54 percent share in
Citycell, Pacific Motors 37.95 percent and Far East Telecom
17.51 percent.

READ MORE ON B3
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Kerry calls for safequarding
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labour rights

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

US Secretary of State John Kerry
yesterday suggested protecting work-
ers' rights in the garment sector and
strengthening workplace safety in
Bangladesh.

"Bangladesh cannot truly meet
the aspirations of its people and
share prosperity if its workers are not
safe and their rights are not ensured,"
Kerry said, referring to the collapse of
a building in 2013 that housed five
garment factories and killed more
than 1,100 people in the country's
worst industrial disaster, according
to the Associated Press.

Kerry said the US has supported
Bangladesh's efforts in increasing
safety inspections of garment facto-
ries and closing down substandard
buildings following the disasters,
according to AFP,

"But these steps are only part of
the story. Enhancing worker safety
must be paired with strengthening

~Bangladesh cannot
_f*’__l_:"ruly meet the
people and sham
prosperity if its

workers are not sare

workers' rights,"
speech in Dhaka,

The top US diplomat said this
included allowing workers to form
unions and affording them full col-

Kerry said in a
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lective bargaining rights.

But labour activists say they still
face restrictions in entering the fac-
tory premises and the government
fails to register the unions, which
would give them the legal right to
represent workers.

Speaking at an event in Dhaka,
Kerry assured the union leaders of
his government's support for estab-
lishing labour rights and strengthen-
ing workplace safety in the sector
that earns more than $28 billion a
year and employs about 4.4 million
workersin 4,000 active factories.

Nazma Akter, president of
Sammilito Garments Sramik
Federation, a rights group, was
among the labour leaders who met
Kerry.

“Kerry wanted to know more from
us about labour rights and work-
place safety during a five-minute
photo session with seven labour
leaders,” she said.
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Rice at Tk 10 a kg for poor

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government issetto sell riceat Tk
10 per kilogram to 50 lakh poor
households across the country from
next month, a food ministry official
said yesterday:.

The food ministry has already
prepared a policy to distribute rice to
the rural poor at union levels during
the lean periods of September-

November and March-April.
Every year, during the five months,

the target group will get 30 kilograms
of rice a month. Some 5.5 lakh tonnes
of rice have already been allocated for
this purpose in this year's budget.

Ataur Rahman, joint secretary of
the food ministry, has confirmed
that the programme to be inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will start next month.

The food ministry has been work-
ing on the programme for the last
several months and has already
selected the beneficiaries at the

Thailand, hustrralra, Japan, hﬁamam Ph'ﬁppmeg China
union level, he said. and m&aimd
All the hardcore poor in > fdﬁtmﬁa&&hy!ﬂﬂ&cﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁ
Bangladesh will be brought under > Tmmjwmsmhemmﬁedby
the programme, meaning about 2 3 , 2017
crore people stand to benefit from it. > Ticket !‘hu’-*-t be issued by Malaysia Airlines
Presently, 12.9 percent of the total Sales Counter (01939919959-64) using EBL Card
population is hardcore poor, he said.
On Sunday, the price of coarse rice : '
per kg, which means the poor will get i s & E
a discount of Tk 24, according to the 1Qgﬂ3°] | -'
ministry report. | _ | | Sivole Matl? | :

at the retail level was Tk 34 to Tk 36
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BB moves to fix
land tussle of
People's Leasing

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The central bank yesterday hosted a tripartite meeting
to resolve the land tussle of scam-hit People's Leasing
and Financial Services or PLFS, a non-bank financial

institution.

Shah Alam, general manager of the department of
financial institutions and markets of Bangladesh
Bank, presided over the meeting that was attended by
Uzzal Kumar Nandi, current chairman of PLFS, and
Moazzam Hossain, former chairman.

“We want them to resolve the crisis (land) as soon
as possible,” said a BB official who was present at the

meeting.

The present and former chairmen of PLFS said the
meeting was an “unofficial” event. The BB first detected
gross financial irregularities in PLFS in September 2014,

READ MORE ON B3
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OWN YOUR
DREAM HOME

“»WITH MTB

NRB HOME

Are you a Bangladeshi citizen living abroad?

Your dream of owning a home in Bangladesh will now
come true with our tailor-made MTB NRB Home Loan
solution for Non-Resident Bangladeshis (NRBs).
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