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Nazrul's death
anniversary
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 40th death anni-
versary of National
Poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam will be
observed today.

Nazrul, who
enriched Bangla
literature with his
genius, breathed his
last in Dhaka on 12th
Bhadro of Bangla
calendar year 1383
(August 29, 1976) at
the age of 77. He was
buried with full state
honours beside the
Dhaka University
Central Mosque.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Margarita
loses father

TAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abdullah Al
amun,
father of Rio
2016 all-
around rhyth-
ic gymnas-
ics gold-
edallist Margarita
amun, passed away in
Russia yesterday after a
long battle with cancer.
News of his demise
reached Kashipur village in
Rajshahi -- where Mamun
vas born -- at around
5:30pm yesterday.
According to his relatives in
Kashipur, Mamun will be
buried in Russia, where he
is survived by wife Anna,
daughter Margarita and son
Philip.
According to his rela-
ives, Mamun had long
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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One of the waterbuses, now in operation on Gabtoli-Sadarghat route, plies the Turag
river at Aminbazar point. /nsef, most of the seats are empty as the service has failed to
attract passengers. The photos were taken earlier this month.

'Plan Bee' to stop
wild elephants

MAIL ONLINE

To stop wild elephants from rampaging through
their produce, farmers in Thailand put up electric
fences, set off firecrackers and even switched their
crops from pineapples to pumpkins, which the
pachyderms don’trelish much.

Nothing worked, so the villagers decided on Plan
Bee.

In a pilot scheme run by the Thai Department of
National Parks, farmers are deploying bees as a new
line of defence, exploiting elephants' documented
fear of bee stings.
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KERRY'S VISIT

US envoy talks
to foreign secy
about security

D1PLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

As the US Secretary of State
John Kerry is set to visit
Bangladesh on Monday,
Dhaka and Washington
have started preparations
for holding his meetings
with high government
officials and other stake-
holders smoothly.

An advance team com-
prising US diplomats and
security personnel is
already in Dhaka to super-
vise the arrangements.

As part of the prepara-
tions, US Ambassador in
Dhaka Marcia Bernicat
yesterday met Foreign
Secretary Md Shahidul
Haque at the foreign minis-
try and discussed overall

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Italian firefighters and soldiers walk amid ruins during operation aiming at reopening the road in Rio, a little village
near Amatrice, central Iltaly, two days after a 6.2-magnitude earthquake struck the region. Story on page 8.

ruck bomb kills 11
cops in Turkey

urdish rebels claim responsibility

AFP, [stanbul

he outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) yesterday claimed a suicide truck
bombing on a police building in Turkey's
southeast that killed 11 officers and

vounded dozens more,

The blast came two days after the Turkish
army launched an offensive in Syria that the
government says is not only aimed against
Islamic State (IS) jihadists but also a Syrian
Kurdish militia detested by Ankara.

The blast tore the facade off the
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Waterbuses
fail to gain
popularity

Poor management
blamed for failure

PANKAG KARMAKAR

Due to irregular schedules and poor management, the
much-hyped waterbus of Buriganga and Turag has failed to
gain popularity in its six years of service, taking the steam
out of the government's efforts to reduce the city's traffic
congestion.

Having failed to get the expected outcome, the government
has recently leased out the service to a private company.

But the service has become worse following the private
company's takeover, alleged passengers.

Irregular timetable, lack of publicity and mismanagement
of the authorities concerned are the main reasons for the poor
quality of service, said passengers while talking to this corre-
spondent at the Gabtoli landing station on August 8.

“Previously, the government authorities operated four to
five round trips a day. But now the private company oper-
ates only two trips a day,” said Humayun Ahmed, a trader
who often travels on this route.

Of the two trips, one is in the morning and the other in
the evening. But the operators follow no timetable, alleged
passengers.

“We have to wait several hours to travel in the waterbus,
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