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JnU students
continue demo

for dorms

Stage sit-in in Paltan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jagannath University (Jnl)
students continued demon-
strating through a sit-in that
blocked a significant por-
tion of a road in the capi-
tal's Paltan yesterday,
demanding dormitories for
them on the land of old
Dhaka central jail.

They announced a soli-
darity rally of teachers and
students of different public
universities at the Central
Shaheed Minar for tomor-
row, from where they will
announce the next course
of actions.

They will also form a
human chain on Saturday,
said the demonstrators.

The traffic heading
towards Motijheel, a com-
mercial hub, were disrupted.

Earlier in the morning,
the agitating students pad-
locked the administrative
buildings of the university.

Meanwhile, Education
Minister Nurul Islam Nahid
yesterday said his ministry
had already taken necessary
steps to resolve the accom-
modation crisis of the
university, according to a
press release.

The release, however, did
not clarity the steps.

Earlier, the students
brought out several proces-
sions on the campus. On
August 17, they staged a sit-
in before Jatiya Press Club.

On Monday, they
announced a two-day strike
after their march towards
the Prime Minister's Office
was intercepted in Bangshal.

Yesterday, hundreds of
students marched to Paltan.
Police tried in vain to stop
them at Rai Shaheb Bazar
and Tanti Bazar intersections.

Obituary

CITy DESK

¥} Jahanara
Mansur;
first
teacher to
B be
o 4B appointed
AN M ® at the
Residential Model School,
Mohammedpur, Dhaka
and one of the early
female Muslim graduates
of Lady Brabourne College
under Calcutta University;
died yesterday at Apollo
Hospital, Dhaka. She was 90.
Her qulkhwani will be
held tomorrow after the Asr
prayers at her residence
(House 3, Road 1, Sector-7,
Uttara).

Court accepts
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the case dockets and other
relevant documents.

The court directed offi-
cers-in-charge of Badda and
Shibpur police stations to
submit reports on execu-
tion of the arrest warrants
by September 29.

US-based SITE
Intelligence Group, which
monitors militant activities,
uploaded a post where
Islamic State purportedly
claimed responsibility for
Tavella's murder.

Nearly a month after the
murder, police said they
arrested four youths,
including three alleged
contract killers, in Badda
and Gulshan areas.
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President Abdul Hamid offers prayers after planting a sapling while inaugurating a tree plantation programme in the

capital's Bangabhaban yesterday.

GRAFT CASE

SC asks HC to rehear

verdict scrapping
Hatiz's acquittal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Commission.

its order,

‘ PHOTO:

rin appeal,

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld its earlier order that
scrapped the acquittal of former BNP lawmaker Hafiz
Ibrahim in a corruption case in which he was sentenced to
13 years' imprisonment in 2008.

A five-member bench of the Appellate Division of the SC
headed by Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha dismissed a
petition filed by Hafiz seeking review of its judgment that
on August 24 last year rescinded a High Court verdict
acquitting him of the corruption charges.

A special judge's court on June 19, 2008 had sentenced
Hafiz to 13 years' imprisonment for amassing wealth ille-
gally and concealing information about his assets in the
wealth statement submitted to the Anti-Corruption

Following an appeal filed by Hafiz, the HC on October
17,2011 acquitted him of the case.

On August 24 last year, after hearing an appeal filed by
the ACC, the apex court scrapped the HC verdict and also
asked it to rehear the appeal of Hafiz.

Later, Hafiz filed a petition with the SC seeking review of

ACC's lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan told The Daily Star
that the SC has upheld its last year's order that scrapped
the HC verdict and also asked the court to rehear Hafiz's

Stronger state agencies Corruption, extremism
must to attain SDGs

Brac Institute of Governance and Development seminar told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Making the state institutions stronger, effec-
tive and accountable is a must to attain the
sustainable development goals (SDGs), a
semninar was told yesterday.

Speakers said a strong role of civil society
and development partners could contribute
to strengthening the state institutions,
alongside the government's will,

Brac Institute of Governance and
Development (BIGD) of Brac University
organised the seminar, "Peace, Justice and
Strong Institution®, at the capital's Brac
Center Inn.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, distinguished
fellow of Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
moderated the seminar, while Manzoor
Hasan, executive director of South Asian
Institute of Advanced Legal and Human
Rights Studies, co-chaired the event.

In his keynote speech, Executive Director
of BIGD Sultan Hafeez Rahman said it was
high time for the stakeholders to find out
the obstacles in strengthening institutions.

He identified parliament, Election
Commission, Public Service Commission,
Office of the Comptroller and Auditor
General, and Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) as institutions of accountability and
the judiciary and law enforcement agencies
as institutions of rule of law.

“To ensure strong institutions, four

things are needed -- inclusiveness, inde-
pendence, accountability, and efficiency
and effectiveness,” he added.

Goal 16 of SDGs reads "promote peace-

development, provide access to justice for .

all, and build effective, accountable and
inclusive institutions at all levels.”

publicinterests.

He said even the constitutional institu-
tions were too weak to protect people's
interests and stop corruption.

than for public interests.

Lack of public confidence in government °

institutions is a key problem, he said, adding - comprehensive pathway - to develop-

that they were working on how to strengthen | ment, but its implementation in a

. country like Bangladesh was "not easy”.

ACC through empowering people.

Among others, Prof Mohabbat Khan, -

former comptroller and auditor general ; and sequencing of goals and targets

. and aligning them to national devel-

in Dhaka Yasoja . opmental plans and strategies, he said.

Gunasekera, political adviser to the Dutch . Mobilisation of financial resources --

. both internal and external -- is another
. major area, he added.

Ahmed Ataul Hakim, Sri Lankan High
Commissioner

embassy Nadim Forhad, and Manzoor
Ahmed of Brac University, also spoke.

Sculptor and freedom fighter Ferdousi Priyabhashini, who has been under treatment
at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University, is being visited by Prof Dr Kamrul
Hasan Khan, vice chancellor of the university, on Tuesday. Priyabhashini is gradually

recovering, according to a BSMMU press release.
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Office Rent

6-storied commercial building (12,500 sft) is ready for rent
at Saat Mosjeed Road, Dhanmondi adjacent to Abahani
playground with commercial utilities . NGO, buying house,
multinational, corporate is preferable for long term rent.

Contact:01711-55 51 57
CORPORATE BOOKING

Water Kingdom will remain reserved
on 25 August, 2016 (Thursday) for
‘Monsoon Day Out 2016’ of Pendekar Energy.

Water Kingdom will remain open for all
from 26 August, 2016 (Friday).

CONCORD

Tel: 01913531386, 019213531381

—DAI

AVC Knowledge Management and GIS System

To all interested legally registered Bangladeshi firms/INGOs s
management and monitoring and evaluation IT
implementing the USAID-funded Agricultural Value Chains (AVC) Project formally invites interested
bidders to participate in a competitive procurement process, requiring interested companies to submit a
proposal in response to Request for Proposal (RFP) to develop existing modules of the AVC Knowledge
Management, Monitoring and Evaluation Team's various reporting and learning systems, including a GIS
platiorm. The full RFF including scope of work, terms, and conditions is available at
tavcprocurement. All final bids must be received by AVC by
5:00 p.m.,Wednesday, September 7th, 2016, Dhaka time and clearly marked “RFP No. AVC-Dhaka-054:
AYC Knowledge Management and GIS System.

http:liwww.avcbd.com/|
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SC starts hearing Mir Quasem's

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam told journalists at his
office afterwards that Quasem's lawyers were dillydallying
by repeatedly seeking adjournments.

The previous deferment petition on July 24 sought two
months for Khandker's preparations. The next day, the
Appellate Division granted one month, fixing yesterday's date,

Review petitions of other war crimes convicts were heard
and disposed of within 31 to 37 days of being filed while
Quasem's one had already seen 66 days go by, he added.

The 63-year-old Jamaat-e-Islami leader sought acquittal
on all seven charges he was found guilty on.

On November 2, 2014, International Crimes Tribunal-2
handed down the capital punishment over crimes against
humanity committed during the 1971 Liberation War.

The Appellate Division upheld the verdict on March 8
this year and released the full text on June 6, hours after
which ICT issued a death warrant.

pecializing in knowledge
platforms and systems. DAl Global, LLC (DAl)

TO LET

Luxurious Apartment-A1 (2435sft)
at House-53/B, Road-26, Gulshan-1,
having 4-bed, 4-bath, living, family-
living, dining etc. servant room with
attached bath, one garage.
01715753389 C-462

FLATTO LET

2600 sft. Luxurious Flat in Gulshan
3 beds, 4 baths, Servants bed
Room, 2 Car ParkingsAvailable
for Immediate Occupation.
Pls Contact: 01745525853
or 01714327993
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ful and inclusive societies for sustainable *

Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali

. yesterday identified corruption, and

" terrorism and violent extremism as the
Taking part in the discussion, Secretary of -

Shushashoner Janney Nagorik (SHUJAN) | tion of the Sustainable Development

Badiul Alam Majumder said institutional * Gpals (SDGs) across the globe.
power was being misused, and power was -

being used for personal interests not for . ¢4id while addressing a seminar titled

. “Implementing SDGs in Bangladesh:
" Challenges and Policy Options”,
- organised by the Bangladesh Institute

oo _ . of International and Strategic Studies
ACC Commissioner Dr Nasiruddin - &

Ahmed said public service was poor at gov- .

ernment offices, addl_ng thaE civil servants ° agenda 2030 with 17 goals and 169
mostly worked for their own interests rather - targets

two biggest challenges in implementa-

“Bangladesh is no exception,” he

(BIISS) inits auditorium,
World leaders last year adopted the

The foreign minister said it was a

The first challenge is the prioritising

The minister said Bangladesh had
already aligned SDGs with the
national programmes including the
seventh five-year plan, but one of the
challenges was lack of coordination
among the government agencies like
ministries.

“We need to improve not only the
inter-agency coordination mecha-
nism, but also the inter-wing coordi-
nation of a single minis-
try/organisation.”

He also said addressing the gaps in
SDG data and keeping tracks of prog-
ress on the goals and indicators would
be another key challenge. “Our statisti-
cal capacity and institutions need to be
further strengthened.”

Palli Karma Sohayak Foundation

(PKSF) Chairman Dr Qazi
Kholiguzzaman Ahmad made a pre-
sentation on environment and climate
change, where he highlighted the
differences between the millennium
development goals (MDGs) and
SDQCs, and said in the new develop-
ment agenda “you cannot leave any-
body behind.”

He expressed optimistism that
Bangladesh would be able to imple-
ment the mammoth SDGs. “We could
achieve MDGs with little international
support. We could do it (SDGs) with
our own resources,  he said.

“If we can focus on three goals --
poverty, hunger and inequality -- then
the others will fall into place.”

He, however, laid stress on tap-
ping the capacity of available human

_

biggest SDG challenges

. BIISS seminar told

SDGs as most of its proposals were
incorporated in the final agenda.

He said in 2013 Bangladesh came
up with a proposal of a post-2015
development agenda suggesting 11
goals with 58 targets and 241 measur-
able indicators.

“Ten specific thrusts of Bangladesh's
proposals are common with the UN
adopted SDGs. The rest appeared as
targets in SDGs.”

He said the government had
requested the development partners to
align their strategies within the frame-
work of the SDG targets relevant for
Bangladesh.

Speaking on the occasion, Foreign
Secretary Md Shahidul Haque called
SDGs a political declaration.

“There's huge promise and huge

e

Seminar on
Implementing SDGs in Bangladesh:
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Challenges and Policy Options

Chief Guest: Mr. Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, MP

Hon'ble Foreign Minister
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Organised by

Wednesday, 24 August 2016

angladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) '
‘I = r - .‘:t .

Discussants at a seminar on SDGs in the capital yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED

resources. "I don't think we lack in
capacity. We have the capacity. We
need to enhance the available capac-
ity."

Presenting an overview of SDGs and
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Planning
Commission's member and Senior
Secretary Prof Shamsul Alam said
Bangladesh was well-aligned with the

excitement. But there's also a lot of
works,"”

Laying stress on stability, hesaid asa
means of implementation of SDGs,
the stakeholders including govern-
ment, private sector, NGOs, civil
society and individual citizens had
been brought into the fold.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4
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