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ART CAMP

An artistic adventure in Bhutan

| was not quite sure if | would have a good would be an off-beat trip. Our flight ended in the blink of an eye in We started off for Thimbu by bus and
time with a dozen of the country's artists Earlier this month, at the airport, | met just about an hour. We landed at the Paro soon the group chemistry began to work.
going to Bhutan for eight days on an art artists Jamal Ahmed, Ranjit Das, Tarun airport at 10am. As Bangladesh and Bhutan Jamal bhai, being one of the most senior
camp. Bhutan is one of the world's most Ghosh, Ashraful Hasan, Nagarbashi Barman, are in the same time zone, there was no artists in the group, broke the ice by reveal-
beautiful countries that needs to be Anisuzzaman, Shafin Omar, Kamal Uddin, need for us to adjust our watches. ing his sense of humour. After a while, we
explored. With artists, you are less likely to Sheikh Md Rokonuzzaman, Shohag Parvez, Bangladeshis are among the very few stopped at a road side shop that showcased
go places because they rather spend more Ruhul Amin Tareq and Shahnoor Mamun. highly privileged foreign nationals who do some fruits—apples, pears and plums. The
time capturing the beauty of the country Jamal Ahmed, Ranjit Das and Tarun Ghosh not require any visa for entering Bhutan. All artists grabbed some fruits and someone
with their paint and brush. are senior artists—widely known to art foreigners, except for Bangladeshis, Indians pointed out, “Watch out! You might get an
But | could not say no to my friend, lovers. Ashraf, Nagarbashi and and Maldivians, must pay a US $250 perday  upset stomach—these fruits are chemical
Goutam Chakraborty, artist and director of Anisuzzaman are on their way to maturing fee to obtain the visa. So we hit the road free!”
Galleri Kaya, who had organised this ‘water-  their skills while the rest are young, upcom-  within minutes after getting our passports Soon we resumed our journey, Thimbu is
colour' art camp. Besides, | thought this ing and promising artists. stamped by smiling immigration officers. only around 65 km off Paro.
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