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Scant rain hampers aman farming

Farmers struggle to save crops as c

racks develop on
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are struggling to save their recently planted aman
plants from damage due to insufficient rain dur-
ing the ongoing monsoon.

During a recent visit, this correspondent saw
that cracks have developed on T-aman paddy
fields in different areas of the two districts. Many
solvent farmers are providing irrigation in their
lands by shallow or deep pump machines, but
marginal farmers and sharecroppers cannot
afford todoit.

The season lasts during the Bangla months of
Ashar and Shraban, and the yield declines if paddy
seedlings are transplanted after this period.

According to the Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) in the district, August this
year saw only 170 mm of rainfall, whereas
minimum 300 mm-400 mm monthly rainfall
is necessary during the time for proper aman
farming. In August 2015, the district witnessed
only 140 mm of rainfall.

Iddris Ali, 48, a farmer of Farabari under
Thakurgaon Sadar upazila, said cracks developed
in his field about 6/7 days ago due to lack of rain-
fall. It was tough to provide irrigation as he
destroyed the temporary canals he had built for
[rri-boro season. If he wanted to provide irriga-
tion now, he would have to use polythene pipe to
bring the water, which would be very costly

Arun Barman, 35, of Boikanthapur vil-
lage under Thakurgaon Sadar, who irri-
gated his aman field with shallow pumps,
said there was no alternative way to pro-
vide irrigation to save aman plants from
drying out due to due to scanty rainfall.

He said farmers usually get more profit from
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Cracks have developed on aman fields in Thakurgaon and Panchagarh due to lack of sufficient rain.

The photo was taken at Barunagaon village in Th

aman paddy than Irri-boro as they irrigate it with
rainwater. This season, it is uncertain if they can
make profit from aman as they have to provide
irrigation by shallow pumps.

This year, DAE targeted aman cultivation on 1
lakh 33,535 hectares of land with production
target of 3 lakh 66,177 tonnes of rice, while about
1 lakh 33,455 hectares of land have been culti-
vated in Thakurgaon till Thursday.

In Panchagarh, farmers have transplanted
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akurgaon Sadar upazila on Saturday.

aman on about 96,415 hectares of land while the
DAE set a target to cultivate 94,500 hectares with
production target of 2 lakh 59,000 tonnes of rice.

Deputy Director of DAE, Arshed Ali, said,
"Rainfall is needed soon for saving aman plants.
They are advised to provide irrigation where
cracks have developed in the fields.”

About 13,000 deep tube wells of Barind
Multipurpose Development Authority are in

operation to provide irrigation, he added.

wages and rations for 16
weeks of 400 permanent
workers at Boikunthapur
Tea Estate in Madhabpur
upazila.

Bangladesh Cha Sramik
Union yesterday made the
announcement following
an emergency meeting at
Srimangal Labour House in
Moulvibazar, stating that tea
workers across the country
will observe the agitation
programme simultaneously
to realise the demands.

The move came after
some tea workers recently
fell sick due to starvation as
the authorities of
Boikunthapur Tea Estate in
Habiganj's Madhabpur
stopped paying workers
four months ago, said
Monib Karmakar, general
secretary of Bangladesh Cha
S ramik IFrnion.,
Baikunthapur Tea Garden
unit.

Nripen Paul, joint secre-
tary of Bangladesh Cha
Sramik Union, also threat-
ened to go for a tougher
programme if their
demands are not met imme-
diately.

Slain police officer's legacy lives on

University, Dr. Hakim Arif, arrived at
Katigram village in Krishnapur union
of Manikganj Sadar upazila.

At the campus of Rabiul’s school,
called the Beaconing Light Organisation of
Mankind and Society, or Blooms for short,
the medical team set up three separate
medical boards for consultations.

“A total of 32 of the 36 children who
attend the school were examined along
with their parents,” says Abdul Alim
Khan, executive member of the school's
committee and a deputy secretary of
publicworks.

“We found that eight students have
speech and language problems,” says Dr.
Ummul Khair Alam, a member of the
medical team, “six are short of hearing, two
have cerebral palsy, one is autistic, while two
each have thyroid problems, suffer learning
difficulties or physical disabilities.”

“We will also give medicine and

ZAHANGIR SHAH with ANDREW EAGLE

Renowned for his significant social contri-
bution in his native Manikganj, police
officer Mohammad Rabiul Karim is no
longer with us. He was one of the two police
officers killed during the 1 July terrorist siege
in Gulshan. Buthislegacylives on.

On 19 August the school for chil-
dren with disabilities that Rabiul
founded organised a health screening
programme to provide students and
parents with expert medical consulta-
tions. The event continues the tradition
of free health care that was a part of
Rabiul's dream.

Travelling from Dhaka by bus a 20-
member team of general physicians, a
physiotherapist, speech therapist and
audiologists under the leadership of the
founding chairman of the department
of communication disorders at Dhaka

other support to

continue.”

respect for the late

Shamsuzzaman Shams, member secre-
tary of the school authority and Rabiul's
younger brother. “This programme must

“We are all happy to participate in
these programmes,”
Nuruzzaman, a professor from Dhaka
University's philosophy department, on
behalf of the medical team, “out of

and his self-sacrifice.”

Medical team participants also
included Dr. Sonia Sultana, Dr. Nawsher Ali
Bhuyan and Dr. Jannat E Nurwho provided
diagnoses, prescriptions and advice.

The parents meanwhile were thankful
for the opportunity provided for themselves
and their children to access such medical
expertise. But among them the sentiment
was universal that the day would be all the
happierif Rabiul wasstill alive,

the children,” says

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

25 more infected with
anthrax in Sirajgan;j

says Md

police officer's efforts

infection is only on the skin,

Primary test suggests it was suicide
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about,” DrJafarul said.
Upazila Livestock Officer

Twenty-five more people have been infected with anthrax in
Shahzadpur upazila of Sirajganj in the last couple of days,
bringing the number of affected people to 88.

This is the third time that anthrax, a disease that is transmit-
ted through animals to human beings, has struck the upazila.
Earlier, 50 people were infected in May, and 13 in July.

Critically affected Tourza Begum, 30, Hasna Khatun, 25,
Polash Hossain, 25, Hashi Khatun, 3, Mariam Begum, 30,
Samartha Begum, 65, and Shahin Rahman, 12, are undergo-
ing treatment at Shahzadpur Upazila Health Complex, said
Dr Monwar Hossain, resident medical officer.

Dr Jafarul Hossain, upazila health and family planning officer,
said a health assistant found an anthrax affected patient at Char-
Kouzuri village on Thursday. Separate teams rushed to the village
and found 22 people infected with anthrax in two days, he said,
addingthatthe victims had eaten anthrax infected meat.

“Most of the patients are women and children and the

except for those admitted to

the health complex, so there is nothing to be worried

Md Abdus Samad said local

people slaughtered a diseased cow in the village on August

interrogation. Injured Shahinuzzaman, 43, an engineer of
LGED department of the upazila, was admitted to a hos-
pital. Police said three youths stabbed the engineer when
he was returning his office after visiting a project area. The
reason behind the attack could not be known immedi-
ately.

Woman held for beating widow

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Police arrested a woman in a case for beating her daugh-
ter-in-law at Bhaularhat Podompur village in Sadar
upazila yesterday. The arrestee is Nur Jahan Begum,
mother-in-law of Parul Akhter of the village. Victim Parul
filed the case, accusing Nur Jahan Begum, her sons
Jahangir Alam, 27, his wife Runa Akhter, 25, Rafiqul Islam
Labu, 25, and his wife Mim, 23. The 23-year-old widow,
who was beaten up mercilessly by her in-laws on
Wednesday, is still groaning with pain at Sadar Hospital.

Tourist found dead at Jaflong

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A tourist was found dead in the River Piain under
Goainghat upazila of Sylhet yesterday. The victim was Asif
Ahmed, 17, son of Abdur Rahman of Tongi area in
Gazipur. Police said Asif went missing on Friday after-
noon when he along with his friends went to take a bath
in zero point of the river near Jatlong tourist spot.

21 Jamaat-Shibir men detained

OUR CORRESPONDENT, JThenidah

Jhenidah police in separate drives arrested 21 activists of
Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing Islami Chhatra
Shibir from six upazilas in the last two days. Of them,
four are from Shailakupa, nine from Kotchandpur, two
from Harinakundo, four from Moheshpur, one from
Sadar and the rest from Kaliganj upazila. They conducted
the drives to prevent any sort of subversive activities in the
district, said Assistant Superintendent of Police Ajbahar
Ali Sheikh.

JMB suspect lands in jail

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Police arrested an alleged member of banned militant
outfit Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) from
Muktagachha upazila on Saturday. The arrestee is Kamor
Uddin, 45, of Rampur village. Yesterday, he was produced
in a court that sent him to jail, said Md Akhtar Morshed,
officer-in-charge of Muktagachha Police Station.

One held in imam murder case
B o RSB RN ALt

Police yesterday arrested prime accused in the imam
killing case in Bhaluka upazila. The arrestee is Mahbubul
Islam Pappu, 25, son of Sorjul Miah of Kandipara area of
Gafargoan upazila. The victim Hossain Ali, alias
Chalamot Munshi, 70, of Rajoi village in the upazila, was
a former imam of Madhya Rajoi Mosque. A gang, alleg-
edly led by Mahbubul, hacked Hossain Ali on his way to
home from the mosque on Friday evening, said Mamun-
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Of those killed, 7 were highest security in the Padma projectswithatotal cost of Tk wrote letters to the home y

Japanese nationals. They were
consultants working on a

Sholakia Eidgah in

After the incident, the
highest level of the govern-

bridge project area. Similar
steps will be taken in other

given to Bangladesh by Japan

In FY 14-15, Japan disbursed
$366 million which is high-

12,819 crore. The projects
include: Jamuna Railway

After the Holey Artisan

Austria, Thailand and the
Netherlands, sought addi-

ministry, requesting addi-
tional security measures.

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY-AS AT JUNE 30, 2016

applied in the
Accountin

( Mohammad Tarek- FCA )
Chief Financial Officer

Some Selected Explanatory Notes in the

adopted for interim financial

our Company. Namaly :

(D.S. Taiful Islam)
Chief Executive Officer (c.c)

E i z e Emparntlnn of interim financial statements (BAS 34, Para 08) :
Same Policies and practices pertain fo the users-focus area of significants have been adopted in the interim un-audited financial statements in the same manner as those are
tion of annual audited financial statements

nllgﬂ::hmuuntln policies reports are the same as adopled for most recent audited accounts (that is financial statements 2015).




