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A section of a sewer lies exposed on Madrasa Road in Jannatbagh of Mohammadpur
in the capital, putting unsuspecting people, including children at play nearby, and
vehicles at risk of an accident. The photo was taken on Friday.
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SC fines 10 pvt medical
colleges Tk 10cr

For admitting 153 students, violating rules

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Samorita Medical College, City Medical

The Supreme Court yesterday fined 10 pri-
vate medical colleges Tk 1 crore each for
admitting 153 candidates, who did not
meet necessary requirements set by the
health ministry and Dhaka University

(DU), in admission tests.

The apex court ordered the colleges to
give half of the fine to DU, which controls
professional examinations of the country's
medical colleges, and to deposit the rest to
the National Liver Foundation of
Bangladesh and Kidney Foundation

Bangladesh in 10 days.

Asking DU to keep the money as a fixed
deposit to use its interest as stipend for
students, the SC also ordered it to allow the
students to sit for their first professional

examinations.

The National Board of Revenue was
asked not to impose any VAT and/or charge

on this money:.

The 10 private medical colleges are: MH

College, Nightingale Medical College, ZH
Sikder Medical College, Dhaka Central
International Medical College, East West
Medical College, Tairunnessa Memorial
Medical College, Aichi Medical College,
Care Medical College and Ashiyan Medical
College.

An Appellate Division bench passed the
orders following a leave-to-appeal petition
filed by DU challenging a June 13 order of
the High Court asking DU to give registra-
tion and admit cards to the students after
their petition.

On August 10, when hearing DU's peti-
tion, the SC ordered chairmen and princi-
pals of the colleges to explain by yesterday
why they should not be prosecuted and
penalised for admitting the students violat-
ing rules.

The colleges yesterday, however, submit-
ted their explanations, saying that they
admitted the students in line with an HC
directive.

Jessore truck-bus
collision kills
one, hurts 10

A CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

A truck driver, Shafikul
Islam, 30, of Satkhira, was
killed and 10 other people
were injured when a
Khulna-bound bus collided
head-on with a truck early
yesterday in New Market
area of Jessore town, said
police.

The injured were
admitted to different
hospitals.

A candlelight vigil, held by Sylhet Agricultural University unit of Bangladesh Chhatra League
at its Shaheed Minar early yesterday, demands punishment for those who launched the
deadly grenade attack on an Awami League rally in Dhaka on August 21, 2004.

Aug 21 attack most

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

stigmatised chapter in Bangladesh's political history:.

“We express our deep condolences to the bereaved souls -
and convey our utmost sympathy to those who were injured |
in the attack,” said BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul -

Islam Alamgir.

He was addressing a discussion organised by Bangladesh
National Awami Party, a component of the BNP-led 20-party -

alliance, at Dhaka Reporters Unity marking the 7th death .
+ would gather dust if there is

anniversary of its ex-chairman Shawfikul Ghaani Shapan.

Fakhrul yesterday urged not to “use the case (filed over -
' ahead,” said Harunur.

the attack) to repress BNP men”.

AUG 21 ATTACK VICTIM

Sons seek
justice thru'
trial completion

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Twelve years past the August
21 grenade attack on an
Awami League rally, Nur
Nobi still misses his
mother's affection and
wants nothing more than to
see justice delivered to
victims through completion
of the perpetrators' trial.

His grandfather Afzal
Hossain, who identified
Rezina Begum's body from
among the 24 deceased
victims, used to often ask
about the trial proceedings,
Nur's brother Harunur
Rashid told The Daily Star
recently.

He passed away in June
last year at the age of 88 years
with the trial still ongoing,

Then an Indian embassy
staff and resident of the
capital's Gendaria, Rezina
was buried in the capital’s
Azimpur graveyard.

The brothers are now

" doing well, using the Tk 9
- lakh assistance from the

. . party to run a betel leaf
talnted Chapter. BNP lands in their

. Ganganarayan village in
* Rangpur.

BNP yesterday termed the August 21, 2004 grenade attack on -

an Awami League (AL) rally barbaric and the most tainted and .
+ believe holding the perpe-

shop and buy cultivable

Though nothing can
make up for their loss, they

trators accountable and
ensuring punishment would
bring them some solace.

“If the trial cannot be
completed under the tenure
of the Awami League gov-
ernment, we are sure that it

any political changeover
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Quader at platform
launching 'personal

matter'’; JPP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

GULSHAN CAFE ATTACK

Clarifying Jatiya Party Co-Chairman GM
Quader's presence at Saturday's launching
of a citizens' platform with Dr Kamal
Hossain as convener, Secretary General
ABM Ruhul Amin Howlader said it was a

“personal matter”,

“Our party leaders at different times
participated in talk shows and seminars,”
he told a press conference following criti-
cisms earlier at the party's new presidium
body's first meeting at Chairman HM
Ershad’'s Banani office in the capital.

Quader was not present at the meeting,
said party insiders. He could not be
reached over phone for comment.

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Suspended North South University
professor Gias Uddin Ahsan and
two others, arrested on charges of
renting flats to alleged Gulshan café
attackers and withholding tenants’
information from police, yesterday
finally got bail.

Metropolitan Magistrate Sadbir
Yasir Ahsan Chowdhury passed the
order after Humayun Kabir, an
inspector of Counter Terrorism and
Transnational Crime Unit, brought
the charges, which are "bailable”,

Suspended NSU teacher
Gias, 2 others get bail

against them yesterday.

The two other accused are
Ahsan's nephew Alam Chowdhury
and Nurul Islam.

Another accused Mahbubur
Rahman Tuhin, a manager of the
building, did not get bail as no
lawyer defended him.

On July 1, armed militants
attacked the Holey Artisan Bakery in
Dhaka's Gulshan and killed 20 hos-
tages -- nine Italian, seven Japanese,
two Bangladeshis, one Indian and
one Bangladesh-born US citizen.
Two police officers were also killed.
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