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Spate of blasts kill

12, wound scores

AFP, Ankara

Twelve people were killed in a spate of bombings against
Turkish security forces blamed on Kurdish rebels who
appear to have ramped up their campaign of attacks in the
aftermath of the failed coup.

Turkish officials accused the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) of carrying out three bloody attacks in
less than 24 hours that for the first time struck areas in the
east that are not predominantly Kurdish.

“This nation will never surrender to any terrorist organi-
sation,"” Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said Thursday on a
visit to the scene of one of the bombings.

The bloodshed comes in the week that the PKK --
regarded as a terrorist organisation by Ankara and its
Western allies -- marks what is considered to be the 32nd
anniversary of its armed rebellion against the Turkish state,

In the deadliest strike, five soldiers and a village guard
were killed when a homemade bomb blew up in the path of
a military convoy in the southeastern town of Bitlis on
Thursday, Turkish media reported.

Just a few hours earlier, three police officers were killed and
more than 200 people injured in a car bombing against police
headquarters in the eastern city of Elazig. And on Wednesday
night, two more policemen and a civilian were killed and

dozens wounded in a similar attack in the city of Van.

The rebels appear to have intensified their attacks since the
failed attempted coup on July 15.
will thwart the PKK like we thwarted FETO
(Fethullah Terrorist Organisation)," Defence Minister Fikri

"We

Isik told the Anadolu news agency, using the name Ankara

gives to the movement led by Gulen.
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A man walks among the wreckages of vehicles at a blast scene following a car bomb attack on a police station in the eastern Turkish city of Elazig, yesterday.
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Trump receives
first classified
intel briefing

AFP, Washington

Donald Trump on
Wednesday received his
first classified intelligence
briefing, a privilege
reserved for presidential
candidates from the two
main political parties.

The Republican nominee
attended the briefing -- orga-
nized by the office of the
director of national intelli-
gence -- in secure rooms of
the FBI's New York office,
ABC television reported.

Democrat Hillary
Clinton is set to receive her
briefings separately.

The sessions -- designed
to prepare candidates for
the nation's highest office
in the event they win
November's general elec-
tion -- provide information
about global threats against
the United States.

However, Trump received
no information about intel-
ligence operations or espio-
nage, NBC reported.

Two of his leading advi-
sors, New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie and retired
general Michael Flynn -- a
former director of the
Defense Intelligence
Agency -- also took part.

Democrats have raised
concerns about whether
Trump is fit to receive classi-
fied information, including
President Barack Obama,
who issued a thinly-veiled
warning at a news confer-
ence earlier this month.

"If they want to be presi-
dent, they have got to start
acting like (a) president,”
he said in a clear reference
to Trump.

"That means being able
to receive these briefings

and not spreading them
around.”

World's 'largest aircraft’' gets off ground

AFP, London

'Show some humanity'

UN Syria envoy bemoans lack of aid deliveries, urges ceasefire

AGENCIES

The United Nations has suspended its
humanitarian task force in Syria amid
frustration over continued fighting in
the country's civil war.

The decision was announced yester-
day as a haunting photo of a young boy
rescued from beneath rubble of his
home after a devastating air strike in
Aleppo provoked outrage around the
world.

Staffan de Mistura, the special
envoy for Syria, stopped a meeting on
humanitarian access after just eight
minutes, saying it made “no sense” to
plan aid deliveries when they would
not be letinto besieged areas.

Speaking in Geneva, he said convoys
had not reached surrounded towns and
cities in the past month, and that the task
force would remain suspended until next
week as a signal to world powers.

“I insist, on behalf of the UN Secretary
General, to have a 48-hour pause in
Aleppo,” de Mistura said, calling for a
"gesture of humanity from both sides”.

Friday will be the annual World
Humanitarian Day, he noted.

"And in Syria what we are hearing
and seeing is only fighting, offensives,
counter-offensives, rockets, barrel
bombs, mortars, hellfire cannons,
napalm, chlorine, snipers, air strikes,
suicide bombers, " he said, in reference

SYRIA WAR

Regime planes bomb Kurdish-held
city for the first time

Russia continues air campaign from
Iran, US assessing if move
violates UN resolution

to recent allegations of chemical weap-
ons attacks.

Meanwhile, Syrian government
warplanes bombed Kurdish-controlled
areas of the city of Hasaka in northeast-
ern Syria yesterday for the first time in
the five-year-old civil war, the spokes-
man for the Syrian Kurdish YPG militia

and a monitoring group said.

YPG spokesman Redur Xelil said the
air strikes had hit Kurdish districts of
the city, which is mostly controlled by
Kurdish groups, and the positions of a
Kurdish security force known as the
Asayish. "There are martyrs and
wounded," he told Reuters.

Russian bombers, meanwhile,
launched a third day of air strikes
against Islamic state militants in Syria's
Deir al-Zor province from an Iranian
air base, the Russian defence ministry
said yesterday:.

And the United States said it was
looking at whether Russia has violated
a UN Security Council resolution on
military dealings with Tehran by using
the Iranian air base, the State
Department said on Wednesday:.

Moscow first used Iran as a base from
which to launch air strikes in Syria on
Tuesday, deepening its involvement in
the five-year-old Syrian civil war and
angering the United States. Russian
officials on Wednesday rejected US
criticisms of its use of the base.

'Refugees didn't bring
terrorism to Germany'

REUTERS, Neustrelitz

from Germany to Syria for training with

Chancellor Angela Merkel said on
Wednesday refugees had not brought terror-
adding that Islam
belonged in the country as long as it was
practised in a way that respected the consti-

ism to Germany,

tution.

More than a million people fleeing war
and poverty in the Middle East,
Africa and elsewhere arrived in
Germany last year. The mood
towards them has soured after a
spate of attacks on civilians last
month, including three carried out

by migrants.

Two of those attacks
claimed by the Islamic State mili-

tant group.

"The phenomenon of Islamist terrorism,
of IS, is not a phenomenon that came to us
with the refugees," Merkel said at an elec-
tion campaign event for her Christian
in the eastern state of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern ahead of a

Democrats

regional vote on Sept. 4.

Merkel said many people had travelled

were

[slamist militants. In June Interior Minister
Thomas de Maiziere said a total of more
than 800 were believed to have gone to Syria
and Iraq.

“This group has worried us for several
years," she said at the event in Neustrelitz, a
town 100 km (60 miles) north of Berlin.

Merkel's popularity has suffered
in the wake of the attacks and 52
percent of Germans think her
migrant policy is bad, a poll pub-
lished last week showed.

The influx of migrants, many of
whom are Muslim, has boosted
support for the anti-immigrant
Alternative for Germany (AfD),
which is expected to perform well
in elections in Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern and Berlin.

"We have said clearly that an Islam that
works and lives on the basis of the constitu-
tion ... belongs to Germany," Merkel said.

She added that a type of Islam that did
not stick to the constitution or accept
equal rights for women had no place in the
country.
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The world's "largest aircraft” embarked
on its maiden flight on Wednesday, four
days after a previous attempt was aban-
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which describes the
Airlander as the "largest aircraft currently
flying", received a British government
grant of 2.5 million pounds ($3.7 mil-
lion, 2.9 million euros to develop the

o

Flames whipped by
strong winds burn
though a hillside on
Wednesday during
the Blue Cut Fire in
San Bernardino
County, California,
US. Inset, A bunt car
is pictured on a
property in Phelan,
California.
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'Firenadoes' rage
in California

AFP, Phelan

Weary firefighters yesterday battled a raging inferno that
was threatening the homes of more than 82,000 people in
southern California and sent flaming "firenadoes" tearing
across the brush.

Nearly 1,600 firefighters were fighting the giant blaze,
but had only contained four percent of it, according to a fire
service official.

Dramatic local TV news footage captured from the front
line of the wildfire in the town of Phelan showed tornado-
like flaming vortexes -- known as "firenadoes" -- sent spin-
ning into the air by the ferocity of the blaze.

Governor Jerry Brown declared a state of emergency for
San Bernardino County, just 60 miles (100 kilometers) east
of Los Angeles, where the so-called Bluecut Fire was quickly
growing, its cause still unclear.

The inferno began around 10:30 am (1730 GMT)
Tuesday and has already burned through 25,626 acres
(10,370 hectares) according to the multi-agency Inciweb
information site.

More than 34,500 homes were threatened and 82,640
people were under evacuation warnings.

California is in its fifth year of a record drought, with
parts experiencing a heat wave and strong seasonal gusts
known as the Santa Ana winds, a recipe for perfect wildfire
conditions.

REUTERS, Sydney

Australia state PM to
host Manus refugees

"To save a life is to save
all of humanity’

doned due to technical issues.

The Airlander 10 -- part plane, part
airship -- took to the skies amid cheers
and applause from crowds gathered at an
airfield in Cardington, central England.

The successful
flight comes 85
years after another
airship -- the ill-
fated R101 -- took
off from the same
airfield in October
1930 before crash-
ing in France, killing
48 people and effec-
tively ending the
development of airships in Britain.

Originally developed for the US
army as a surveillance aircraft, the 92-
metre- (302 feet-) long Airlander 10,
also has potential uses in the commer-
cial sector, such as carrying cargo,
according to makers Hybrid Air
Vehicles (HAV).

project.

The Airlander can fly at up to 4,880
metres (6,000 feet) and reach speeds of
148 kilometres per hour (92 miles per
hour), according to HAV.

Filled with
helium, it can stay
airborne for more
than two weeks
unmanned and up
to five days if
manned.

H AV UE
Stephen McGlennan
said the aircraft was
cheaper and greener
than helicopter technology.

"It's a great British innovation. It's a
combination of an aircraft that has parts
of normal fixed wing aircraft, it's got
helicopter, it's got airship," he said.

A project to develop the aircraft for
surveillance use by the US military was
shelved due to budget cuts.

The premier of Western Australia state, a member of Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull's Liberal Party, has offered to
accept refugees from Australian-funded detention centres
amid growing concern about conditions for the 1,350 peo-
ple held in the camps.

Under Australian law, anyone intercepted trying to reach
the country by boat is sent for processing to asylum seeker
camps on the tiny Pacific island of Nauru or to Manus
Island off Papua New Guinea. They are never eligible to be
resettled in Australia.

Australia and Papua New Guinea said on Wednesday that
they would close the Manus Island facility, but gave no timeline,
and did notsay where the people held there would be sent.

"We would certainly accommodate a number of them in
Western Australia and we'd certainly support them as a state
government,” Western Australian Premier Colin Barnett
told the Australian Broadcasting Corp on Wednesday night.

Barnett has taken a similar position in the past, and his
stand demonstrated a rare public split in the conservative
Liberal Party over the government's controversial deten-
tion policy.

Harsh conditions and reports of rampant abuse at the
camps have drawn wide criticism at home and abroad.
Australia says its hardline policy is needed to stop deaths at
sea during the dangerous boat journey from Indonesia to
Australia.

Syria's White Helmets nominated for Nobel Peace Prize

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

An all-volunteer Syrian rescue and humani-
tarian group in Syria - credited with saving
tens of thousands of people facing bom-
bardments by Syrian government and
Russian fighter jets since 2013 - has been
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

More than 130
organisations from
across the world have
backed the Syrian
Civil Defence, also
known as the White
Helmets, whose
members brave
bombings and sniper
fire to provide medi-
cal treatment for the wounded in rebel-
controlled areas, to win the prestigious
international award for peace efforts.

The Syria Campaign, an international
human rights group advocating for the
protection of civilians in the country, has
launched an initiative calling for the White

Helmets to win the prize. The winner will be
announced on October 7.

Former bakers, tailors, engineers, paint-
ers and pharmacists are among the organi-
sation's members, who pledge to help any-
one in need regardless of religious or politi-
cal affiliations. The group's 3,000 members
operate across the
country, including the
governorates of
Aleppo, 1dlib, Latakia,
Homs, Deraa and
Damascus.

Ammar Aosalmo,
a senior member of
the group's branch in
Aleppo, told Al
Jazeera that at least
134 members have died on duty and
explained his motivation for risking his life
for others by saying the group was viewed by
many as their last hope.

He cited the White Helmets' motto -
taken from Islam's holiest book, the Quran:
"To save a life is to save all of humanity.”



