DHAKA SUNDAY AUGUST 14, 2016, SHRABAN 30,1423 BS

17 missing in
Indian trawler
capsize in Bay

A CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Some 17 people are reported missing
after an Indian fishing trawler cap-
sized in the Bay of Bengal near
Bangabandhu Char of the
Sundarbans, around 75 nautical
miles away from Mongla Port.

“The trawler might have capsized
on Monday amid rough weather. On
information from our headquarters,
we are now continuing our search
operation to locate the vessel,” said
Fariduzzaman, operation officer (west
zone) of Bangladesh Coast Guard.

"We have come to know there were
around 17 people on board. We have
not found any bodies yet,” he told The
Daily Star around 12:15am today.

SP Babul
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armour but I am holding in my arms
two children who have lost their
mother. I am not able to prevent or
bear any attack,” Babul continued.

A high police official said the resig-
nation letter of SP Babul Akter was
with the home ministry. As far as the
official was concerned, the letter has
not yet been accepted.

Preferring not to be named, the
police officer said until his resigna-
tion was accepted, he was still in
service,

SP Babul's father-in-law Mosharraf
Hossain told The Daily Star Babul
goes to police headquarters every day.

Following the murder of Mitu,
government high ups and police
officials told the media that they
suspect militants were involved in the
killing,

However, following the apprehen-
sion of a number of suspects, the
police called in Babul and interro-
gated him for 15 hours.

Police reportedly offered Babul a
deal; resigning or face trial.

World's largest
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kilometres from the world's largest
mosque, the Masjid al-Haram, which
attracts around five million Muslims
each year as they embark on the Hajj
or Umrah pilgrimages.

It will be open to the public, but
five floors will be reserved for the
Saudi royal family as holiday accom-
modation.

Makkah's building spree last year
prompted the director of the UK-
based Islamic Heritage Research
Foundation to describe the city as
“Makkah-hattan”,

Mezbah
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two-time Asian Tour winner dropped
back to 55th position -- his initial
position after the first round -- with a
third round score of four-over (75).
His three-day aggregate score read
seven-over (220). With only one
round left, the 31-year-old golfer will
be hoping that his Rio journey ends
on a positive note as it started with
him carrying the Bangladesh flag at
the opening ceremony.
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Four could not even be traced
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Noor is in Canada while Rashed in the
LISA, he said,

The minister, however, refused to
make any comment about the remaining
four, who are the self-confessed killers of
Bangabandhu.

On August 10, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan said Moslehuddin
was hiding in Germany.

"We have come to know that
Bangabandhu's fugitive killer
Moslehuddin is now in Germany. But we
don't know where he exactly is,” he told
state-run newsagency BSS.

Officials said the law, home and
foreign ministries were working together
to identify the countries where the other
Bangabandhu killers were staying.

The ministries were also maintaining
diplomatic channels with the countries to
have them backto the country:

The Bangladesh government has
already written letters to “every” country,
seeking assistance in this regard. It has also
made a global appeal in bilateral, regional
and international forums to track down
the culprits, said the officials.

Talking to The Daily Star, some top
officials said the government also wants to
mobilise international support as it has
vowed to execute the death sentences at
any cost.

Bangladesh wants foreign countries
to consider the issue as an “exceptional
case” and send back the killers by amend-
ing theirlaws, if necessary, they added.

Of the six fugitive killers, Noor and
Rashed have been located to be residing in
Toronto, Canada and in Los Angeles of the
United States respectively. But due to legal
complexities they could not be brought
back.

The government has deeply engaged
and continued discussion with the US
government since the US Ambassador to
Bangladesh Marcia Bernicat in August
2015 officially informed Dhaka that
Rashed was staying in the US after
securing political asylum.

Until that time, the US, which had
long been assuring Bangladesh to consider
the extradition of Rashed, apparently
suppressed the information. The US has
not yet agreed to extradite Rashed
because of “legal complexity.”

A highly-placed government source
told The Daily Star that the government
has already asked the US government to
extradite Rashed, cancelling his political
asylum,

Noor is now staying in Canada but

withoutanylegal papers.

The country has refused to deport
him, as its policies do not approve sending
back a person to other country having the
provision of death sentence.

Canada, however, did not accept
Noor's application for political asylum,
said thesource.

The Bangladesh government is yet to
locate Rashid, Dalim, Majed and
Moslehuddin as they change their posi-
tion time to time. The four have Interpol
arrest warrants on them,

The taskforce comprising ministers
and high officials of the foreign, law and
home ministries, formed in 2010 to locate
and bring back the six killers, also has no
confirmation about their locations.

[t has engaged a nine-member intelli-
gence team to spot the four through sur-
veillance on their family members and
relatives in the country. Besides, the gov-
ernment has already confiscated proper-
ties of the killers in Bangladesh.

A home ministry report placed before
a taskforce meeting on December 9, 2014,
said that Rashid could possibly be in
Pakistan or Libya; Dalim in
Pakistan/Libya/Zimbabwe/Kenya,
Mazed in Senegal and Moslehuddin in
India.

But New Delhi said it had not been
able to locate any of them, and asked for
more information.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan
claimed that Bangladeshis living in
Germany saw Moslehuddin there.

He said they had also learnt that Noor
was in Canada and Rashed in the USA but
did not say the exactlocations of the trio.

However, security and intelligence
activities have been strengthened to find
out the locations, added the minister.

Earlier, the government had also
appointed a foreign law firm to take neces-
sary steps for bringing the fugitive killers
back from the USA and Canada but the
“top assignment” has not succeeded yet.

In 2011, the government had
appointed a Canadian law firm help the
government bring back Noor.

Also, the government sent their pho-
tos and details to major airports abroad
afterthe Interpol issued the arrest warrants.

Bangladesh made a global appeal to
track down the killers at the 78th annual
general meeting of Interpol in Singapore
in October, 2009.

In August 2010, the then foreign
minister Dipu Moni sent formal letters to
certain countries, seeking cooperation for
deporting the remaining killers as they

were believed to be hiding there.

On October 5, 2011, she again wrote
to the then Canadian foreign minister
John Baird and US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton with request to handover
Noor and Rashed to Bangladesh to face
justice,

However, Canada declined to deport
Noor, as the Canadian policy does not
approve sending back a person where
thereis the provision of death sentence.

In response, the Bangladesh govern-
ment argued that the fugitives on their
return could appeal to the higher court
against the conviction and seek review of
the verdict from the Appellate Division.
Thereafter, they could also appeal to
the president for clemency.

So, it was not correct that they would
face punishment soon as they were
brought back, said the government.

Akramul Qader, the then Bangladesh
ambassador to the US, on March 29, 2012
made a formal request to US congressman
Peter King, also chairman of the US House
Committee on Homeland Security, to
send back Rashed.

Dipu Moni raised the issue of deport-
ing Rashed during her bilateral meetings
with Hillary Clinton in Washington DC
on October 10, 2011 and again during an
official meeting with the US secretary of
state in Dhaka on May 5, 2012.

The US government had deported
another fugitive in the case, Mohiuddin
Ahmed, on June 17, 2007, after a US court
rejected his appeal for residency.
Mohiuddin washangedlater.

Legal complexities have appeared to
be major "roadblocks" in government's
efforts to bring back Bangabandhu's fugi-
tive killers keeping its top priority assign-
ment fruitless for years, said officials at
the ministries of foreign and home
affairs.

The state minister for foreign affairs
Md Shahriar Alam said the government is
committed to the nation and respectful of
the lawsof the land.

In reply to a question about the delay
in repatriating the killers, he said, “there are
some complexities. That's where our
challenge lies. We have taken the challenge
and are working on that.”

In this regard, he said, naturally, the
countries which oppose death penalty, do
nothand over convicted killers.

The Bangabandhu murder trial com-
menced in Dhaka in 1997, 22 years after
some disgruntled army men mowed
down him and most of his family mem-
bers at Dhanmondiin the capital.

Blazing a trail in farming soft-shell crab
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and a university degree, he went for
his own business instead of looking
forajob.

The second among five sisters and
a brother, he now lives at Anderson
Road in the town,

He set about farming crabs at
coastal Monupara village under
Khuruskul union in 2011 with his
own savings and loans from
friends, which amounted to Tk 40
lakh.

Aung Chin began exporting crabs
the same year with the help of the
Department of Fisheries under the
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock.

With his produce having good
quality, he started receiving more
orders from several countries. So, he

increased production to meet the
increasing demand.

As the government acquired land
for its Ashrayan Project, the crab farm
was later shifted to Chowfaldandi in
sadarupazila.

Aung Chin said there were 50,000
boxes in his project and each box was
used to rear a maximum of three
crabs.

He wants to expand his export to
Europe, Australia and the USA. He
has already started farming crabs on
another three-acre land in Nhila
union under Teknaf upazila.

Aung Chin said he had employed
30 to 40 people in his farm to work on
a regular basis, while another 80 to
100 others' livelihood was dependent
on his business.

Cox's Bazar district fisheries officer
Amitosh Sen said Aung Chin, who
had established a flourishing indus-
try, was now a role model for many in
the country.

Bangladesh earned Tk 199.38 crore
in foreign exchange in 2015 by
exporting crabs and kuchia, Amitosh
said, adding that Aung Chin was the
pioneer of commercial crab produc-
tion in Bangladesh.

Success in crab production is more
as the business involves fewer risk
factors, Amitosh said.

Earlier, plastic baskets were
imported at Tk 130 per piece for farm-
ing crabs. Now similar baskets are
manufactured in the country and are
available at only Tk 30 per piece, he
added.

He was picked up much earlier
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Their father AKM Mosharraf Hossain is
a security guard at the plant.

After Sifat was "picked up,” the fam-
ily filed a general diary with Khalishpur
Police Station thatevening,

Police refused to record it as an inci-
dent of picking up, but only as an inci-
dent of going missing, Meherun said.

Amir Taimur, officer-in-charge of
Khalishpur Police Station, confirmed
that the family filed a GD, but denied
that police refused to take the com-
plaint as an incident of pick up.

He said they later heard that Sifat was
arrested by Rab in militancy connection
from the capital.

Rab officials claimed Sifat is a mem-
ber of militant outfit Ansarullah Bangla
Team (ABT) and he was arrested along
with five JMB operatives.

Rab said they recovered nine impro-
vised explosive devices, five hand gre-
nades, 13 detonators, two pistols, some
machetes and knives and bomb-
making materials from the arrestees.

A map detailing the location of Shah
Ali Mazar in the capital's Mirpur was
also found in their possession, and Rab
officials suspect the Mazar was on their
hit list.

“We came to know that the six mili-
tants gathered in the capital for a suicide

attack,” Commander Mufti Mahmud
Khan, Rab's legal and media wing
director, told a press briefing at its
headquarters in Uttara on August 10.

Sifat had been working as an admin-
istrator of At-tamkin webpage which
propagated many of the recent killings
and terrorist attacks in the country,
Mufti claimed.

The webpage is run mainly by JMB.
After carrying out attacks, they publicise
those on the webpage as acts of Islamic
State to draw attention, he added.

Meherun said she did not believe her
brother could be involved in militancy.

She added that she heard her brother
used to write on various platforms
against the “misdeeds” of the govern-
ment.

Their mother Sajeda Begum said if
her son was guilty he should be pun-
ished as per the law.

University sources said Sifat com-
pleted his bachelor degree from there.

Earlier, he did his diploma in engi-
neering from Khulna Government
Polytechnic College in 2011. The then
went on to work as a sub-assistant
engineer at a private company in
Dhaka for a year,

The family is originally from
Barguna, and neighbours said Sifat was
known to be a pious person in the area.

Govt looking to stop use
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The government declared August 9 as
the National Energy Security Day in
2010. On this day in 1975,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman bought five gas fields from
Shell foronly £4 .4 million.

The decision to buy the gas fields
laid the foundation for energy security
in the country as the fields are largely
credited for meeting the energy needs
over the last four decades, said
Petrobangla Chairman Istiagque
Ahmad in his welcome speech.

Mubhith said in order to help people
move to liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) from natural gas the govern-
ment has provided some incentives for
using cylinder gas.

Some companies are trying to estab-
lish a monopoly, but the government
has the ability to end such monopolies
instantly, he added.

“In the coming days we will make
import of LPG easier,” he said.

The minister further said the gov-
ernment would have to strengthen its
efforts to explore gas offshore and
onshore.

Bangladesh now produces 2,750
million cubic feet of gas per day. About
41 percent of the gas is used for gener-
ating electricity. Captive power, the
electricity that factories generate from
their own gas-fired power plants to run
factories, consumes 16.6 percent,
industries 16.1 percent, fertiliser com-
panies 5.8 percent, CNG-run vehicles
4.8 percent and households 4.8 per-
cent, according to Petrobangla.

State Minister for Power and Energy
Nasrul Hamid said the government is
looking into how power plants could
raise funds from the financial market
and issue bonds nationally and inter-
nationally to cut the sector's reliance
on the country for funds.

He also put emphasis on creating
qualified professionals who would be
able to handle investment from debt
markets.

The state minister also called for
getting ready as the government is
moving ahead with the import of
liquefied natural gas (LNG), coal for
power plants and LPG as these are new
things for Bangladesh.

Hamid said the government is
promoting LPG for replacing natural
gas at household level. The private
sector has come forward enthusiasti-
cally, he noted.

“We will improve the government's
capacity in the sector so that people
can get gas at affordable prices.”

Tawtig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, energy
adviser of the prime minister, said
Bangladesh would have to explore oil
and gas and renewable energy.

Mahmud Reza Khan, chairman of
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation,
said the state-run agency has been
running with the same number of
employees and officials since its incep-
tion although it handles five times
more petroleum products now than it
did four decades ago.

Md Nehal Uddin, director general
of Geological Survey of Bangladesh,
said Bangladesh would have to think
about using coal to produce more
energy as there are countries that gen-
erate up to 75 percent of their power
from this energy source.

Bangladesh is sitting on a coal
reserve of more than three billion
tonnes, whose heat generation capac-
ity is equivalent to 37 trillion cubic feet
of gas, according to official statistics.

Currently, about 3 percent of the
total electricity comes from coal.

Harun-or-Rashid Khan, director
general of hydrocarbon unit of
Petrobangla, said there has to be
emphasis on energy efficiency, energy
conservation and energy management
for ensuring energy security.

Nazim Uddin Chowdhury, secre-
tary for the energy and mineral
resources division, among others,
spoke on the occasion.
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