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MO SHAHMAWAZ KHAN CHAMDAN  Ramna Park is calbed the lungs of Dhaka City. With 68.50 acres of land adomed with 211 species of trees

PHHITOR ST MEFTTH MRS and a huge trancuil kake, it is the lagest and most popular park in the country. Thanks to its influence on
the emergence of Dhaka city and s sipaificance on the libemation movsement of Bangladesh, Ramna Park
b5 et only @ paibdic park but also & s one of the most important beritage sites of our country. To know the
history and the curent condition of this legendary place, read this week's spotlight on pages 8 and 9,

‘ 'I“ TOILAEETY 1S SR IRABILITY™

J ARINEA: HOT LT AU RATICNAL

THE GERAT WALL OF
Rermrabun dumiy Kb v ol g 17 4m.pl.w

'I:]_ B MONTALE CHF POLME SETHITS e
e b b bt gy ke 10 Bamglackab,
] ey G Batwn winah bad T
e B e ks o0 s | Skl T

- iy, il

b g farwarud irmian by, Farssckend, bosir

[ mw:ﬂ\.

Dhaka's Green Heart

| do not know how many times | passed by Ramna Park, but
unfortunately | never thought of learning it’s history. Thanks to
the article titled “Dhaka's Green Heart” | learned something
new. This park provides a valuable glimpse into many historical
events. | got astonished when | first knew that there are a
number of trees that are more than 100 years old. Although it is
written on the signboard beside a gate that all kinds of indecent
acts are prohibited in the park, there are people who violate
this rule in broad day light, and not to mention, when it is dark.
| would like to thank the writer because through his article he
attracted the attention of the concerned authority regarding the
poor maintenance of the park.

Junaid Hasan

Madabdi, Narsingdi

“Everything is ceremony in the wild garden

of childhood.” - Pablo Neruda S N A PS H OT

The Legacy
of Mysorean
Rockets

| was surprised to know
that the legendary Tipu
Sultan and his father
Hyder Ali are the
inventors of the modern
missile. Since my
childhood, | have always
been interested in Tipu
Sultan. Also back in our
school we read many
things about him in the
history classes. But all |
knew about him is that
he was a great soldier,
who sacrificed his life to
save his country from the
British East India
Company. However,
thanks to the article titled
“The Legacy of Mysorean
Rockets” published in
the Star Weekend on
August 5, 2016, | learned
that Tipu was not only a
soldier but his
contribution is much
more than that. He is the
inventor of a modern
weapon which has
changed the course of
the history of warfare.
Enam Hasan
Madaninagar
Narayanganj

Let's save our Tigers

From the article titled "A Paradise In Peril" published in the Star Weekend on
July 29,2016, | learned that the number of tigers has already been reduced to
one third in Bangladesh in the last ten years. On the other hand, Rampal
power plant will also affect the forest climate which will further contribute to
the extinction of this rare species. That means, our national animal, Royal
Bengal Tigers, are under the threat of extinction. We should raise our voice to
save our tigers. This is a big threat to our national heritage. We look forward to
seeing exemplary punishment for those people who kill tigers for illegal
commercial purposes. | hope that the media will focus more on this matter.
Marshia Afrin

Mirpur, Dhaka
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fter the partition of the Indian
subcontinent in 1947, on his trip to

East Pakistan, now Bangladesh,
when Pakistan's Governor General
Muhamamd Ali Jinnah met some young
student leaders of this land, he was
infuriated when he was informed that
some of them were not students anymore
and has began doing jobs as well. Shamsul
Hug, a colleague of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman locked his horns with
Jinnah about the matter and had to reveal
some bitter truths about the life of young
political leaders, who used to come from
middle class families of the society.

No one can deny that a steady source
of income and support of all the family
members are a must for a middle class
family to have their livelihood. The
absence of permanent income sources
and lack of family support cut short the
political life of many talented politicians
with a middle class background in those
days.

Bangabandhu was fortunate enough to
have a better-half and a family who were
always there beside him, whatever the
situation was, and helped him shape his
life. Many may find Bangabandhu only as
the most popular political leader this land
has ever had, he was a good son,
responsible husband and the best father to
his children. His family served as his
permanent support system throughout his
whole life.

During his time as a student in Islamia
College of Kolkata, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman once went to Delhi to join a
conference of the Muslim League presided
over by Jinnah and lost almost all his
belongings along with his suitcase on his
way back to Kolkata, and face a lot of
trouble. He wrote to Begum Mujib about
his sufferings and eventually came to visit
his paternal home for money and clothes.
Before returning to Kolkata, when he
entered the room of Begum Mujib to bid
farewell to her, to his surprise,
Bangabandhu saw his spouse holding
some money in her hand-- money she
managed to save for her husband who
was in trouble.

Even in the early days of Pakistan,
Bangabandhu's struggle was paramount.
In 1948, after only one year of the
establishment of Pakistan, he went to jail.
It was 1953 when he could start his family
life in Armanitola of capital Dhaka, when
Begum Mujib joined him.

His frequent coming and getting out of
prison did not allow Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to lead a family life like other
common people, but his wife never
complained about it. Sheikh Mujib's
struggle in those days also strengthened
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EL WAS TEMPERED

Begum Mujib a lot, the reflection of which
was seen in 1971, when the liberation war
of Bangladesh broke out.

Bangabandhu's children used to miss
their father and could rarely see him while
they were growing up. In his
autobiography, “The Unfinished Memoirs”
he stated a poignant story with his eldest
son Sheikh Kamal. When Kamal was very
young, Bangabandhu used to get arrested
so often that he could not manage to meet
his children much. One day when Sheikh
Kamal was two and a half years old, and
fortunately, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
out of jail for a while, Bangabandhu was
reading the newspaper and his eldest son
and his eldest daughter Sheikh Hasina
were playing on the stairs. All of a sudden
Bangabandhu found his son asking his
sister: “Hasu Apa, can | also call your
daddy my daddy?”

This distance could never build a wall
between Bangabandhu and his children as
all of them used to love him a lot, and it

was evident. It was Sheikh Kamal who
came downstairs to fight out the killers in
the early hours of August 15, 1975 and
was martyred.

Begum Mujib's role during the 1969
mass uprising to save the situation is still
something we know and commend
everyday. In February 1969, while
Bangabandhu was being held at Kurmitola
Cantonment in connection with the
Agartala Case, he received an invitation to
join the round table conference of
political leaders at Islamabad. Many
senior Awami League leaders was in
favour of receiving the offer of letting
Bangabandhu go to Islamabad in parole to
join the meeting and they even convinced
him to apply for a grant of parole.

When Begum Mujib learned this news,
she realised that the decision would be a
not a wise one and would only let Ayub
Khan extend his regime, whose days were
already numbered. Begum Mujib with her
ready-wit managed to persuade Sheikh
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Mujibur Rahman not to accept the parole,
and subsequently the offer, until and
unless the government unconditionally
withdraws the Agartala Case and releases
all his fellow prisoners. Eventually the
mass uprising took place and Ayub Khan's
regime ended.

Bangabandhu's political life was to
some extent shaped by his family. He had
always valuedd the rational opinion he
received from his family. His family was
never a burden to him in his days of
struggle, rather a blessing that inspired
him to prosper to become the
emancipator of Bangladesh. For any future
leader, one of Bangabandhu's greatest acts
for the younger generation to learn from is
how much his loved and valued his
family. Nowaday's, in the rat-race that is
life, we often forget the most important
people in the pursuit of success. In this
month of mourning, let us remember
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with our families,
and learn from his ways. m
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