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Chinese president
may visit Dhaka

in October

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Chinese President Xi Jinping is sched-
uled to visit Dhaka in October and
both Bangladesh and China are now
working to finalise a suitable date
convenient to the two countries.

The visit may take place before or
after the BRICS Summit which will be
held in India on October 15-16 as the
Chinese president is also scheduled to
attend the Summit, Foreign Ministry
sources said.

An inter-ministerial meeting was
held at the foreign ministry yesterday
with Foreign Secretary Md Shahidul
Haque in the chair that discussed the
Jinping's upcoming visit.

The meeting also discussed Joint
Economic Commission meeting to be
held between the two countries in
Dhaka on August 22,

India will host the eighth annual
Summit of BRICS from October in Goa
in its capacity as chair of the influential
bloc comprising five countries with 42
percent of the world population and
combined GDP of over USD 16 tril-
lion.

India assumed chairmanship of
BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa) from Russia on February
15 and it will last till December 31.

Unidentified
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Police also returned fire, triggering
the "gunfight”,

After the gun battle, police found
the man lying in a pool of blood. He
was declared dead after being taken
to Rajshahi Medical College Hospital
(RMCH), the police official added.

Other criminals managed to flee.

Six policemen were injured in the
"sunfight” and they took first aid at
the RMCH, claimed the SP.

Police also claimed to have recov-
ered a pistol, three bullets, 13 crude
bombs, several sharp weapons and
some jihadi books from the spot.

British Council
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He said the British envoy voiced satis-
faction over the foolproof security taken
by the police for diplomats.

On July 27, the British Council
temporarily closed its offices in
Bangladesh "in order to review their
security procedures”,

A five-member British delegation,
led by Alison Blake, met the home
minister and discussed various recent
issues, including terror attacks.

During the meeting, Asaduzzaman
said the British envoy wanted to know
how Bangladesh is tackling militancy
and asked whether they need any
cooperation from her country.

"We have told her our law enforce-
ment agencies are very skilled, diligent
and smart, and they are working sin-
cerely to deal with the problem."

The minister said they also told Blake
that militancy is now a global problem
as terror attacks are now taking place in
many countries, even in the UK.

He also informed the British delega-
tion that the people of all strata have
now got united in response to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's call to resist
militancy.

"Now, teachers and students of all
educational institutions -- from
madrasas to universities -- are working
against militancy.”

Asked why police have taken so
much time to show ex-North South
University teacher Abul Hasnat Rezaul
Karim and Toronto University student
Tahmid Hasib Khan arrested in con-
nection with the Gulshan café attack,
the minister said, "Law enforcers are
investigating the incident and work-
ing on it. So, one is being arrested as
and when it is needed."

As his attention was drawn to the
closure of some schools in Gulshan
area following Holey Artisan Bakery
terror attack, Asaduzzaman said they
have no direction for shutting down
any school there.

He said they have only taken mea-
sures for the closure of Peace Schools
as per the direction of the education
ministry.

[.eave Dhaka
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appropriate action against the diplo-
mat for importing goods without
following due process.

The foreign ministry acted
instantly and asked the Korean diplo-
mat to leave the country by today.

Earlier, in March 2015, Bangladesh
expelled another North Korean diplo-
mat after he was caught smuggling of
gold worth $1.4 million.

Customs officials found Son
Young Nam, the then first secretary of
the North Korean embassy in Dhaka,
trying to smuggle 27 kg (60 pounds)
of gold into the country.

The diplomat was released in
accordance with diplomatic protocol
but Bangladesh asked North Korea to
withdraw him.

Chehlum of Faraaz
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society including family members, rela-
tives, friends, noted businesspersons,
government and private service holders
and civil society representatives attended
the chehlum.

Mawlana Ershaduddin conducted the
milad. Later, Latifur Rahman and Faraaz's
elder brother Zaraif Ayaat Hossain shared
their fond memories of Faraaz in brief.

Zaraif recalled his younger brother's
bravery and noble virtues.

"Today is Friendship Day. It is an appro-
priate day to talk about Faraaz. The instance
Faraaz created for friendship will remain as
anexample,” hesaid.

Latifur Rahman said the humanity
and value Faraaz showed despite sensing
death was extraordinary. “I myself could
not take such a decision.”

Latifur urged all to pray so that his
family members can uphold such value
forwhole life.

Later, prayers were oftered for Faraaz, his
friends and othervictims of the terror attack.

Those who attended the chehlum
include Prime Minister's Adviser Gowher
Rizvi, former adviser to a caretaker gov-
ernment Syed Manzoor-e-Elahi, Brac
Founder and Chairperson Sir Fazle
Hasan Abed, former secretary Matiul
Islam, Tanvir Ahmed, Abdul Momen
Chowdhury, AKH Morshed, Faruk
Alamgir Chowdhury, business leaders
Anis Ud Dowla, Mahbubur Rahman,
Mir Nasir Hossain, AK Azad,
Kutubuddin Ahmed, Aftab ul Islam,
Syed Nasim Manjur, MA Kashem, MA
Momen, Anwar-ul-Alam Chowdhury
Parvez, Kamran T Rahman, former
deputy governor Muhammad A
(Rumee) Ali, Abrar A Anwar of
Standard Chartered Bank in
Bangladesh, Mahbubur Rahman of
HSBC, Laila Rahman Kabir, Rokia
Afzal Rahman, Geeti Ara Safia
Chowdhury, Nilufar Manjur, Maleka
Begum and Nihad Kabir.

Faraaz was a grandson of Latifur
Rahman and Shahnaz Rahman and son
of Simeen Hossain and Wagquer Hossain.

Faraaz, a student of Emory University

in Atlanta in the US, came home to spend
vacation and went to the Holey Artisan
Bakery with friends on July 1. Earlier, he was
a student of Sir John Wilson School and
American International School in Dhaka.

Faraazwasbormon April 15, 1996.

Chehlum was also held at different
places across the country including at
three plants of pharmaceutical company
Eskayef Bangladesh, 30 branches of
Transcom Distribution Company
Limited, two plants of Transcom
Beverages and at his ancestral Chiora
home in Comilla.

N'ganj man dies
of cardiac arrest
sensing presence
of police

A CORRESPONDENT, N'gan;

A man named Abdur Rashid, 50, died
of a cardiac arrest while trying to flee
his home at Siddhirganj of
Narayangan) yesterday sensing pres-
ence of police.

Afsana Parvin, daughter of Rashid,
said around 11:00pm, police were
incessantly knocking on the main
door of their home and hurling
expletives as they were late to open it.

While trying to get down from the
roof of their three-storey through a
sewer pipe and flee knowing the pres-
ence of police, Rashid, who was also a
diabetic patient, fell sick, she added.

He was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where he died.

Sub-inspector of Siddhirganj
Police Station Jasim Uddin said there
was no case against Rashid in the
police station.

They went to his house to investi-
gate complaints against him about a
land dispute and family problem,
added the SI.

Jasim further said that they did not
find him at that time.

No big promises

FROM PAGE 1

Baki shot to fame in 2014 when he
won the silver medal in the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games, scoring 202.1
points in the final round, after having
shot 620 in qualification, to finish
behind Gagan Narang of India. The
27-year-old Gazipur native said he has
been in touch with Narang, who came
here along with his Indian teammates
a few weeks ago which should give
them an edge apart from their being
superior technically.

“It would have been better if I could
have come here by July 25. Even the
Indian shooters, who are expecting to
fight for medals or at least move into
the final round, have arrived here on
July 11. This gives them an edge,” Baki
said, adding: “The technology and
equipment we use back home are at
least 10 years behind what the best
players of the world use. So it's difficult
to match them.”

Baki was looking to become the first

Bangladeshi to qualify for the Olympics
and took part in quite a few qualifica-
tion campaigns since last year, includ-
ing one in Rio de Janeiro this year. Even
though he failed to earn the quota place
in any of those events, he thinks that the
experience will help him in good stead
on the biggest stage of all.

“These experiences have helped me
become more focused and more confi-
dent and more aware of the technical
aspects of the game, which might not
have been possible had I not taken part
in those events,” felt Baki, who is
already excited to be among the best in
the world of sports, and he is ready to
take home a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence even if he does not make his mark
in these games.

“This is the Olympics and nothing
could be better than this. We get to see
a lot of stars at the Games village every
day. I think all of those who participate
at the Olympics are stars. It has been a
great experience for me so far.”

Spotlight on Tamim Chy
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had killed 20 hostages, including 17
foreigners, and two policemen in the
worst-ever terror incident in the
country.,

The gunmen were killed in the
commando drive, codenamed "Opera-
tion Thunderbolt”.

Another investigator said the mili-
tants had planned that if they faced
any obstruction at any checkpoint on
their way to Gulshan, two of them
would take on the police while three
others would rush to the bakery and
occupyit.

Officials have found Tamim's
involvement also in the Sholakia
attack on the July 7 Eid day.

Around 8:45am that day, seven to
eight youths attacked policemen with
sharp weapons, guns and bombs at a
checkpoint near the historic Sholakia
Eidgah in Kishoreganj where over
three lakh people offer Eid prayers.

Police retaliated immediately:.

The incident left four people,
including two constables, an attacker,
and a local woman, dead.

Tamim went to Kishoreganj before
the attack, Lt Col M Abul Kalam Azad,
director of Rab's intelligence wing,
told The Daily Star yesterday.

On the morning of the Eid day, he
took the youths to a place near the
police checkpoint in a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw, briefed them and then left
Kishoreganj, the official added.

Law enforcers believe the youths
launched the attack within half an
hour of Tamim's leaving Kishoreganj.

Tamim was also the mentor of the
group of nine militants, killed in a
police operation at Kalyanpur on July
26.

He used to frequent their flat in
Kalyanpur and have meetings with
them, give motivational speeches and
guide them on planning militant
attacks, according to the statement of a
case filed following the police opera-
tion named “Storm 26"

The accused in the case, including

Tamim, provided the nine militants
with financial support, firearms,
ammunition and explosives, the state-
ment said, adding that the accused also
trained the radicals.

On August 2, Inspector General of
Police AKM Shahidul Hoque has
declared cash rewards of Tk 20 lakh
each for information leading to the
arrest of Tamim and sacked army
major Syed Ziaul Haq.

The bounty on Tamim was
announced over recent terror attacks
and on Zia over targeted killings of
individuals, police say.

Tamim came under law enforcers'
radar last year although he entered the
country in a flight from Dubai on
October 5, 2013,

Investigators believe he is leading a
local militant group named New JMB
which is inspired by the ideology of
Islamic State.

According to the IS mouthpiece
Dabig magazine, Tamim identifies
himself as Shaykh Abu Ibrahim Al-
Hanif, the "Amir of the Khilafah's
Soldiers in Bengal.”

The government rules out any
organisational presence of IS in
Bangladesh.

Monirul Islam, chief of the
counterterrorism unit, told reporters at
the DMP Media Centre vesterday said
they have information about the
trainer of the Gulshan attackers, arms
suppliers and financiers.

He, however, would not disclose
any name.

An official said the information
they have got so far suggests that the
arms used in the cafe attack were smug-
gled into the country through the
northern and Chittagong regions.

To a query, Monirul said they are
working to ensure no more terror
attack is carried out in or outside
Dhaka.

“If we fail to work relentlessly, they
[militants] might get reorganised and
carry out further attacks. But we will
not give them the chance,” he added.

NEWS

The Baily Star | 17

Chinese man
among 2 dead
in Bagerhat

A CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Two people including a Chinese
national died of suffocation yesterday
while two others were injured as they
entered an abandoned cargo vessel
belonging to a cement factory at
Mongla Port Industrial Area in
Bagerhat.

The Chinese citizen was affiliated
with river training work of the Padma
bridge project while the other
deceased, Masud, was a worker of the
factory.

The two injured -- Saidur Rahman
and Belal Hossain -- both workers of
the same factory, were given treat-
ment at Mongla Port Hospital. They
sustained injury while trying to res-
cue the victims.

The vessel was up for auction and
the Chinese national climbed down
its hatch for inspection, said Maj Gen
(retd) Shakir Ahmed, general man-
ager of the factory, told journalists.

Sheikh Lutfur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Mongla Police Station,
informed journalists that the two
bodies have been sent to Bagerhat
Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

Additional Police Super of
Bagerhat Gautam Kumar Biswas has
visited the spot.

Black holes
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normal laws of physics break down.

The new theory rejects the view that
at the centre of a black hole spacetime
curves to an infinite point known as a
"singularity” and all matter is
destroyed.

Instead, it proposes that the heart
of the simplest type of electrically
charged, non-rotating black hole, is a
very small spherical surface, This acts
as a "wormhole" - a doorway or
tunnel through the fabric of
spacetime of the kind seen in count-
less sci-fi stories.

[n the movie Interstellar, a team of
astronauts travel through a wormhole
in search of a new home for humanity.

Dr Gonzalo Olmo, from the
University of Valencia in Spain, said:
"Our theory naturally resolves several
problems in the interpretation of
electrically-charged black holes.

"In the first instance, we resolve the
problem of the singularity, since there
is a door at the centre of the black
hole, the wormhole, through which
space and time can continue.”

The wormhole predicted by the
scientists' equations is smaller than an
atomic nucleus, but gets bigger as
more electrical charge is stored in the
black hole.

A hypothetical traveller entering the
black hole could be stretched thin
enough to fit through the wormbhole,
like a strand of cotton threaded
through the eye of a needle.

The new model also gets round the
need for "exotic" energy or matter to
create a wormhole.

According to Albert Einstein's the-
ory of gravity, a wormhole can only
appear in the presence of matter with
highly unusual properties, possessing
negative energy, pressure or density.
Such "exotic matter" has never been
observed.

"In our theory, the wormhole
appears out of ordinary matter and
energy, such as an electric field," said
Dr Olmo.

The research is published in the
journal Classical and Quantum
Gravity.

JU student held
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She, however, said she did not know
about Saturday's arrest; she heard about
it later. JU administration sources said
Ibrahim was suspected to have links
with Ansarullah Bangla Team.

However, his brother said they did
not know about any such links. He
said the Detective Branch of police
arrested him.

The family filed a general diary (GD)
with Mirpur Model Police Station.

Meanwhile, two persons were
detained in Pahartali of Chittagong
city Saturday night as militant sus-
pects after their movement was found
suspicious, said police.

The two are involved with Tablighi
Jamaat, said police, declining to
disclose their names.

18 killed as bus
collides with

lorry in Gabon

AFP, Libreville

At least 18 people were killed in a
collision between a minibus a lorry
in western Gabon on Saturday, the
government said in a statement.

Pictures said to be from the crash
scene, shared on social media, showed
bloody and dismembered bodies.

The accident happened near the
town of Kango, 100 kilometres (60
miles) from Libreville, along a stretch
of the country's main highway.

Charges framed
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against the eight JIMB men.

Four of the JMB men have been
arrested and are now in Rangpur jail,
while the rest are at large.

The Court of Senior Judicial
Magistrate Arifur Rahman framed
charges against the accused. Among
them, Masud Rana, 33, JMB military
commander of Rangpur region,
Khoybar Hossain, 32, Ishhat Ali, 34,
and Abu Sayeed, 28, who hailed from
Pirgachha upazila, were present before
the court.

Masud Rana and Ishhat Ali con-
fessed to being involved in the killing
before a court in December last year,
according to police.

The Rangpur court yesterday also

issued an arrest warrant against the
fugitives -- Saddam Hossain,
Shakhawat Hossain, and Hasan Al
Ansari. They were from Kurigram,
Gaibandha and Panchagarh dis-
tricts.

The court also dropped the names
of four suspects -- Rashedunnabi
Khan Biplop, a leader of Rangpur
city BNP, Md Hira, a business part-
ner of the Japanese National, Jubo
Dal leader Kalo Rubel alias Bhorsa
Kazal and Meril Sumon as police
could not find evidence of their
involvement.

The police had arrested them soon
after the killing and took them into
remand several times but could not get
any vital information.

Distributors seek
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BERC not to raise the prices of natural
gas at least for the next one year as the
consumers were already overburdened
with the existing cost of living.

Khondkar Abdus Saleque, an inter-
national energy expert, urged the
BERC to take necessary steps to
improve efficiency of power plants
which run on natural gas.

He also said the government had
“created” the shortage of gas supplies
from domestic fields as it had failed to
explore the potentials in onshore and
offshore areas.

Six state-run gas distribution utilities
are seeking the hike in retail tariffs as
their parent organisation, Petrobangla,
wanted to raise the bulk tariff.

Petrobangla sought the bulk tariff
hike, saying it has been paying taxes on

the gas sold to it by the international
oil companies from the last fiscal year.

The state-run oil company also
pointed out that its revenue earnings
dropped due to fall in gas-condensate
price and low bank interests on its
deposits.

Gas distribution companies are
seeking to raise tariff on per cubic
metre of gas for domestic metered-
consumers to Tk 16.80 from Tk 7.

They have also sought to hike per
cubic metre gas tariff for power plants
to Tk 4.60 from Tk 2.82, for fertiliser
factories Tk 4.41 from Tk 2.58, for
captive power plants Tk 19.26 from Tk
8.36, and for industries Tk 10.95 from

Tk 6.74.
They, however, have not proposed

any hike for the Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG).

New photos of Gulshan
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apparently Rohan Imtiaz, on the roof-
top of the Holey Artisan Bakery.

Tahmid is seen holding a pistol-like
firearm. As they stand, their body
language seems normal.

Rohan was later killed by army
commandos with four other attackers
and an employee of the café.

Replying to a query about the
authenticity of the photos, Monirul
said, "Many things are possible in the
age of technology.”

Referring to the reports and photos
run in some papers, he urged the
media to avoid publishing such “so-
called investigative reports” without
checking back with investigators or
officials concerned.

Doing so might put the investiga-
tors under mental pressure, because
they are still interrogating Hasnat, 44,
and Tahmid, 22, as suspects, he said.

“Investigation can be hampered in
most cases due to such so-called inves-
tigative reports as they can create mis-
understandings,” he told reporters at
the DMP media centre,

He added they already got many
photos of the attack, which they were
verifying. He requested all to provide

themn with any other photographs, if any.

Asked if the two were involved in
the attack or were victims of circum-
stances, Monirul said police could
only say that after interrogation.

If the investigation officer finds
conclusive evidence of their links with
the attack, they might be shown
arrested in the case, he said.

As of now, they are not named as
accused in the case. Police arrested
them on suspicion under section 54 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure.

They were placed on eight days'
remand on Thursday, about a month
after they remained missing.

Hasnat, who is also a British citizen,
and Tahmid, who studies in a
Canadian university, were initially
taken in by detectives for interroga-
tion, but police later said they released
them after quizzing. Their families
said they never returned home, nor
they could be contacted by any means.

Monirul said police were yet to
arrest anyone in connection with the
attack that left 20 hostages, mostly
foreigners, dead on July 1.

Police, however, interrogated many
people, including some police mem-
bers who responded first on that day.

Top court stays acquittal
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order.

A five-member bench of the appel-
late division of the SC headed by Chief
Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha passed
the order after hearing a leave-to-
appeal petition filed by the govern-
ment challenging the HC verdict.

Police detained Zaved on December
1, 2012, after recovering 342 bottles of
the contraband drug from his posses-
sion.

Police filed a case with New Market
Police Station against the judge. Later,
the government suspended him.

In December 2013, a Dhaka court
sentenced Zaved to four years in prison
and ordered him to pay Tk 10,000 in
fine or spend another two months in
jail in default.

Following an appeal by Zaved, the
HC in February last year acquitted him
from the case. The government then
challenged the acquittal order.

Ferry service suspended
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Chairman of BIWTC Mizanur Rahman
and Chairman of Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority (BIWTA)
Commodore Mozammel Haque
visited the Paturia and Daulatdia ferry
terminals.

After visiting the ghat area, the
BIWTC chairman said the ferry service
would remain suspended until setting
up alternative landing stations.

They would not take any risk, he
added.

BIWTC officials blamed the BIWTA
for the disruption of the ferry service.

Over two hundred letters had been

sent to the BIWTA for taking steps to set
up alternative landing stations to keep
ferry service normal. But the organisa-
tion did not take any initiative yet in
this regard, BIWTC Deputy General
Manager Nasim alleged.

Contacted, Nijam Uddin Pathan,
executive engineer of BIWTA, said he
had informed the higher authorities
aboutit.

Eighteen ferries are now in opera-
tion on the Paturia-Daulatdia route.

The ferry service was hampered for
consecutive 15-days since July 20 due
to strong current and shortage of fer-
ries.

A book lover's reward
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University of Sussex inaugurated a
corner named after me -- 'Moni
Corner"”.

Two albums with 280 photographs
and a Bangladeshi flag are displayed at
the corner.

Besides, 17 other photographs
taken by Moni are hung at different
places of the library.

Moni, who studied international
relations and mass communication
and journalism in Dhaka University, is
now pursuing master's degree in gover-

nance and development under

Chevening Scholarship programme.

He was assistant commissioner
(land) at Bandarbon sador before
going to the UK. He had taken up
photography before getting the gov-
ernment job.

Talking to The Daily Star by phone,
Moni said he had kept a flag of
Bangladesh at the library, which would
represent Bangladesh overseas.

"I feel proud as a Bangladeshi,” he
said, adding that Bangladeshi students
would get exposure to life abroad
through the pictures.



