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Commuters in
a bind for lack

of transport
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Her face was careworn with anxiety and she was repeatedly

looking at her wristwatch.

Standing on a street near the Kakoli intersection at
Banani on Sunday morning, Mahmuda Khatun had desper-
ately been looking for a rickshaw or a CNG-run auto-

rickshaw for the last 15 minutes.
She had to reach her office starting shortly but was not

getting any transport.

Frustrated, the 35-year-old began to walk towards her
destination. One of these correspondents, who was stand-
ing nearby, saw it and approached her to talk.

“Like the previous few days, I will again be late for my
office today,” said Mahmuda, who works at a business firm

in Banani Bazar area.

Later, she told the correspondent over phone that she was
20 minutes late and was totally exhausted for having walked

e entire way.
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'Everyone has
orgotten lonu

Mother laments on
getting result of her
daughter's last exam
RAFIUL [SLAM

"Everyone

has forgot-

ten Tonu.

People have

stopped

talking

about her

murder. The media doesn't

report on it like before.”
Tonu's mother Anwara

Begum said this while

talking to The Daily Star

yesterday as the result of

her daughter's first-year

final exam came out.
Sohagi Jahan Tonu, a

graduate student of history

at Victoria College in

Comilla, took the exam

about a month before her

death. She got GPA 2.83.
“What's the use of this

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

ters in trouble.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Failing to get any transport, people
walk on a street near the Kakoli inter-
section in the capital yesterday. Inset,
three passengers compete to hire a
CNG-run auto-rickshaw in the same
area. Following the Holey Artisan
attack, the authorities suspended bus
operations at almost all the places in
Gulshan and Banani, putting commu-
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INDIAN ELEPHANT

300km in
38 days

STAR REPORT

The Indian wild elephant
that entered Bangladesh
floating with the currents
of the Brahmaputra river
has travelled over 300
kilometres of riverine
routes and visited around
19 chars in the last 38 days.

SAUDI CONSTRUCTION FIRM

1,500 migrant
workers face
food shortage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 1,500 Bangladeshi migrant workers at a construc-
tion firm in Saudi Arabia have been allegedly suffering from
food shortages.

The company is not paying workers' wages for months.
Rather, it is firing employees, a report run by BBC Bangla
Service said yesterday.

“We are now getting food once a day. Some Indian
companies are helping their nationals. The Bangladeshis
are also getting some help from their fellow Indian co-
workers,” Mizanur Rahman, a worker from Faridpur, told
the British media outlet.

Talking to The Daily Star, Sarwar Alam, labour counsellor
at the Bangladesh embassy in Riyadh, said some 1,500
workers at Saudi Oger, a leading construction company,
were facing some difficulties as they did not get wages for
the lastsix or seven months.

He, however, refuted the allegation that workers were not
getting enough food.
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A three-member Indian

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

BTRC orders
blocking of
35 news sites

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
yesterday directed all
International Internet
Gateway (IIG) operators to
block 35 news websites.

“The commission has
directed the authorities
concerned to block some
news websites following a
government directive,”
BTRC Chairman Shahjahan
Mahmood told The Daily
Star over the phone last
night.

He, however, didn't say
the reasons behind the
decision.

It was not clear when the
news sites will be blocked.

The sites that will be
taken down are:
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The Hobby
of the hills

SAKIB AHMED

It was midday when our
small team finally found a
barely visible footpath
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An Oriental Hobby sitting on a tree branch in the Chittagong Hill Tracts forests.

through the damp and cold
labyrinth inside Pablakhali
Wildlife Sanctuary, deep in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
We had taken a wrong turn
somewhere and ended up
in a patch of the forest
where the garjans and civit
trees seemed mightier and
wiser, shooting up towards
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

SECURITY OF FOREIGN DIPLOMATS

Taskforce suggests
new measures

UNB, Dhaka

A meeting of the taskforce on security in the capital yester-
day recommended some new measures to strengthen the
security of foreign diplomats, diplomatic premises and the
officials of diplomatic missions.

The foreign ministry, however, did not share what the
new measures the taskforce recommended at the meeting
held at the state guesthouse, Padma, with Foreign Minister
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Won't be part
of unity bid if
Jamaat's there
Kader Siddique's party
tells Khaleda Zia

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kader Siddique's Krishak
Sramik Janata League last
night told BNP chief
Khaleda Zia that it would
not be part of the national
unity the BNP is trying to
forge if Jamaat
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