ECHOES BY
ASRAR CHOWDHURY

Who do you get when you mix the left
hand bat of a Graeme Pollock with the left
and right arm pace of a Wasim Akram and
a Glen McGrath? Add to this combination
the left and right arm spin of a Derek
Underwood and a Lance Gibbs. If being
able to bowl with both hands in pace and
in spin is not enough for a cricketer, then
add to the above the electrifying fielding
of a Johnty Rhodes. If you thought no
cricketer could be so much, then you may
like to wish one Sir Garfield St Aubrun
Sobers who completed a life innings of 80
not out last Thursday July 28, 2016.

Two of the first records I came across in
cricket were both of Sir Garry Sobers. The
first man to score six sixes in an over off
Malcolm Nash in a County match between
his Nottinghamshire against Glamorgan in
Swansea in 1968 and his world Test record
365 not out against Pakistan at Sabina Park,
Jamaica, 1958. India's Ravi Shastri matched
the six, sixes in one over In 1985. I never
thought the 365 not out would be broken
in the 20th century. When West Indies
played England at Antigua and Brian Lara
was on 320 not out at the end of day 2
following 164 not out at the end of day 1, I
told myself Courtney Walsh isn't going to
declare. Lara went on to 375 on Sunday
April 17, 1994. Watching Sir Sobers walk-
ing to the centre of St John's, Antigua to
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Strategy Master, an initiative by The
Daily Star, is a business competition that
aims to test the strategic business acu-
men of its participants. The challenge
offered the youth of the country the
opportunity to connect with various
corporate leaders and digital media
entrepreneurs. The event was powered by
Bangladesh Brand Forum, exclusively
focusing on digital media.

Each university handpicked 3 to 5
teams for the challenge, who then
received a case via emall. The teams were
given 24 hours to come up with a solu-
tion, complete with a PowerPoint layout,
to present to the judges. After delibera-
tion, the judges announced one team as
winner from each university.

The event took place from April 4 to
19, on selected university campuses
across Dhaka. Out of a total of 30 teams,
6 were announced winners, representing
the leading universities of Bangladesh.

The judging panel included some of
the most influential corporate leaders,
entrepreneurs and faculties, such as
Shiblee Shakik Ahmed, Head of
Marketing MMDS, South East Asia New
Markets, Microsoft Corporation; Ovick
Alam, CEO, WebAble; Dr. A.N.M. Shibly
Noman, Associate Professor,
Independent University Bangladesh
(IUB); Solaiman Shukhon, Head of
Marketing (Brand & Product
Development), Aamra Networks Ltd.;
Taslim Abedin Chowdhury, Retail
Manager, DHL Express Bangladesh;
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congratulate Lara was one of my most
cherished moments in cricket.

Garfield Sobers was only not the best
left handed batsman ever. Nor was he the
best all-rounder ever, he could play on
good tracks and on bad tracks. He could
play off back and front foot with equal
dexterity. He could hook the ball so that it
would not end up as a catch to the bound-
ary, but go from high to low. Sobers had
the highest back-lift and fastest speed. This
back-lift was not to be seen until one
Brian Lara graced the game. Sobers could

Francis Gomes, Senior Business
Development Manager, Eastern Bank
Limited; Tajdin Hassan, Head of
Marketing, The Daily Star; Shuvashis
Roy, Strategic Project Planner, The Daily
Star; and Rishad Sharif, Demand and
Supply Planning Manager,
GlaxoSmithKline Bangladesh Ltd.

The following teams were announced
winners of “The Daily Star Strategy
Master 2016":
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The winning teams of The Daily Star Strategy Master 2016 with the organisers.

Independent University-Bangladesh
(IUB)

Team: The Maverick Invaders

Sadman Samad Sad

Zobaydul Goni Ifat

Noor Nayeem Hasnat Farhan
American International University-
Bangladesh (AIUB)

Team: Squad of Gladiators

ball pace and spin equally in the same
over including the Chinaman that's no
longer seen in cricket.

Sobers' greatest legacy lies in the way he
could change a match with bat, ball and
fielding. His every move on the field was
one of grace. Outside the field he was a
darling of media attraction. The media
followed his every step as did the legion of
followers. He became larger than life
because he had created the aura that he
could do whatever he wanted. Garry
Sobers was probably cricket's first super-

Typhoon Khan
Ahmed Ishtiaq Zadid
Shamma Rahman
Jahangirnagar University (JU)
Team: Talons
Md. Fahimul Islam
Al Yousuf Hridoy
Sumaya Shamsad
North South University (NSU)
Team: Incredibles
Rubaiyat Shams
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Dhaka University (DU)
Team: The Holmes Sapiens
Mobassira Fabiha Haque
Ananta Prosad Paul
Parbon Acharjee

BRAC University
Team: The X Factor
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star before the term was ever coined.

Every sport has its superman. And every
superman of every sport has a platform
where they perform and leave a mark no
mortal can match in one living genera-
tion. Garry Sobers did this on more than
one platform as we've seen. He was cer-
tainly the first superman of cricket. After
South Africa's tour to Australia was
cancelled due to apartheid, Garry Sobers
captained the Rest of the World XI against
Australia. In the Third Test in that series at
Melbourne, Sobers scored 254 against a
potent Australian pace attack that had the
likes of Dennis Lillee. The greatest bats-
man of all, The Don described the innings
as 'the greatest exhibition of batting seen
in Australia'.

There will come many an all-rounder, a
batsman, a bowler, a fielder who will
make records difficult to surpass. But there
never may come another all-rounded all-
rounder like Garry Sobers who gifted every
aspect of the game with power, but above
all grace. On Sir Sobers' 80th birthday,
good health and happiness.

Asrar Chowdhury teaches economic theory
and game theory in the classroom. Outside he
listens to music and BBC Radio; follows Test
Cricket; and plays the flute. He can be
reached at: asrar.chowdhury@facebook.com
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Ishrak Ahmed

Siffat Manjur

Shamima Tajrian
The award presentation ceremony was
held at The Daily Star Centre. The win-
ners received crests, certificates and the
unique opportunity to attend the
Bangladesh Brand Forum Leadership
Summit 2016 at Radisson Blu Water
Garden Hotel Dhaka.

Mahfuz Anam, Editor and Publisher of
the Daily Star, and Shariful Islam,
Founder and Director of Bangladesh
Brand Forum, presented the awards to
the winners. During his speech, Mahfuz
Anam stressed that “hard work, commit-
ment, honesty, and dreams” are the fun-
damentals we must live by in order to be
successful.

Ecstatic with the results, the winners
were in high spirit. Shamma Rahman,
from the winning team of AIUB, said,
“Even though it wasn't an extensive com-
petition, I have learnt much from this
experience — most importantly, how to
analyse problems and implement ideas.”

Al Yousuf Hridoy, from the winning
team of JU, said, “I have to thank The
Daily Star and Bangladesh Brand Forum
for giving me this opportunity. Through
this Challenge, I've been given the tools
to tackle any problem calmly and effi-
ciently. It's been a valuable life lesson.”

Mithi Chowdhury is a dog-loving-movie-
watching-mediocrity-fearing normal person.
Either that or a penguin. Find out at
mithichy612 @gmail.com



