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11 madrasa
teachers
suspended for
drawing salary
from jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Eleven madrasa teachers
were suspended yesterday
on charge of taking their
salaries despite being in
detention for separate
sabotage cases in Keshabpur
upazila of Jessore.

The Secondary and
Higher Education
Directorate (SHED )issued
the suspension order
through a letter signed by
Assistant Director (Special)
Mohsena Begum. The letter
says that the salaries of
those teachers will be with-
held until the cases against
them are disposed off.

Sharif Raihan, upazila
nirbahi officer of Keshabpur,
said they have not received
the suspension letter from
the SHED. They will take
action against the teachers
after receiving the letter.

Keshabpur Police
Station OC Shahidul Islam
Shahid said 11 teachers of
nine madrasas were
arrested on suspicion of
link to subversive activities.

Serious food crisis grips 362 tea garden workers
along with around 2,400 family members as
authorities of Boikunthapur Tea Estate in
Madhabpur upazila of Habiganj stopped paying
them wages and ration 13 weeks ago.

These people are now struggling for existence,
living on liquid extract from boiled rice and
mashed tea leaves and chillies while the authori-
ties continue receiving their labour.

"Give me food or shoot me -- [ would say if 1
could see or had enough energy to shout. I'm too
old to go elsewhere to earn money?” said Jamuna
Sawtal, an 80-year-old blind woman in the tea

garden area.

“I was happy to hear my grandson's plan to
marry soon but now we are frustrated because tea
garden owner did not pay him wages for 13

weeks," shesaid.

Sudhamoni Bhumij, 75, says, "If the govern-
ment does not help us during the crisis period, |
would rather like to be beheaded and let my

blood flow in the garden."

"Hardship and struggle are constant compan-
ions of most of the indigenous people living in

the area. But the present food crisis has left us in

suffering worse than ever before," said Kartik
Chowhan, 92, breaking down in tears.

Minoti Kairi, a tea worker of the garden, said
they stopped their children's schooling due to the

CT181S.

Monib Karmakar, general
Bangladesh Tea Labour Union's Baikunthapur

Scanty amounts of ordinary foods like liquid
extract from boiled rice now sustain the families of
workers at Boikunthapur tea garden in Habiganj as
the authorities stopped paying wages to them.

tea garden unit, said the workers are falling sick as
they have to pass their days half-fed for not
getting wages with ration for 13 weeks.

Most of the staff left the tea garden as they do

not get salary regularly, he added.

secretary of

“We request the owner to come on the spot
and see our plight. Throughout the life we have
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worked in the tea garden. Where will we go now?"
said Modhu Sawtal, 62.

"We are also not getting proper treatment
as the lone hospital of the garden has
remained closed for the last six months,”
Ramnath Keut, Baikunthapur unit president
of Bangladesh Tea Labour Union, said when
this correspondent visited the tea garden on
Monday.

Makhan Lal Karmakar, central president of the
union, said the garden owner earlier gave assur-
ance to the workers that they would settle the
matter before July 25 but the promise has not
been kept.

Ojit Kumar Sen, head clerk of the garden, said
there are some problems as the garden has
incurred losses and has to deal with debts.

This correspondent made several mobile calls
to take the version of Prodip Kumar Mukharjee,
managing director of the garden, but he did not
receive the phone.

Sabina Alam, deputy commissioner (DC) of
Habiganj, said, “We have given the tea garden
workers some rice through the Social Welfare
Department and instructed the local UNO to take a
co-ordinated initiative involving local union
parishad chairman and community leaders to
mitigate the workers' sufferings.”

"I also talked to the local lawmaker yesterday
and sought some immediate allotment for the
suffering workers,"” the DC added.

Contacted, Madhabpur UNO Rashedul Islam
said they are trying to communicate with the
authorities concerned.
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Bomb maker killed
in Meherpur blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A professional bomb maker and supplier was killed in a
blast when he was making a bomb at Kazipur village in
Gangni upazila of Meherpur yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Saharul Islam, 48, son
of Islamil Hossain of the village.

Akram Hossain, officer-in-charge (OC) of Gangni Police
Station, said Saharul received severe splinter injuries.

Saharul tried to flee, but locals went to the spot hearing
the sound of the blast, caught him and informed the police.

A team from Gangni Police Station arrested Saharul
and took him to Gangni Upazila Health Complex.

"Saharul succumbed to his injuries at about 4:30pm,”

OC Akram said.

Collapsed bridge unrepaired
for seven months

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

sands of people of Dirgha, Dewulbari-

A bridge over the Chandkathi canal
under Nazirpur upazila of the district
has remained unrepaired after it
collapsed about seven months ago,
causing great suffering to thousands of

people.

Locals said the iron bridge in front
of Naotana BM High School collapsed
in January this year because it had
become weak due to sometimes being
hit by vessels loaded with sand, cement
and other materials. As a result, thou-

crossing the canal.

Dobra and Malikhali unions under the
upazila are facing serious troubles in

Now, people have to pay to cross the
canal by boat ferry.

“After the bridge collapsed, we
started using boat ferry to cross the
canal,” said Ashim Kumer, a local of
Chandkathi village. “But we have to
face troubles at night as the boat ferry is

not available then,” he added.
A new bridge over the canal is

needed immediately to remove the
suffering of the people in our area,”
sald another villager, Sarwar Hossain.

Md Shah Ali Ashraf, headmaster of
Naotana BM High School, said, “Stu-
dents are facing a lot of trouble in
crossing the canal as the sides are too
rough too for getting on and off the
boat ferry.”

Jakir Hossain Mia, Nazirpur upazila
engineer, said they have asked the
higher authorities to build a girder
bridge over the canal.

Little known about motive, masterminds

FROM PAGE 16

Musa, however, is still on
the run though his wife
has been claiming that
police picked him up on
June 22. Police refuted the
claim.

On June 5, Mitu was
stabbed and shot dead at
GEC intersection in
Chittagong city while she
was walking her son to the
school bus stop near their
home.

Contacted, Chittagong
Metropolitan Police
(CMP) Commissioner Md
Igbal Bahar said there was
still nothing new to men-
tion.

Talking to The Daily Star
over the phone, Bahar said
the reason behind the
killing was yet to be
known, as the arrestees
who confessed to taking
part in the murder did not
have any idea about it. They
were hired by Musa to kill
Mitu in exchange for money.

“The main point 1is
Musa. If Musa can be held,

there could be a good
progress into the investiga-
tion,” hoped the CMP
boss. He also said they
were trying to nab Musa
and already alerted border-
ing areas so that he could
not flee the country.

Regarding the suspected
militant link with the kill-
ing, the commissioner said
no such link was found.

The Detective Branch of
CMP has so far arrested
seven people in connec-
tion with the murder case
filed by Babul with
Panchlaish Police Station.
Babul accused three
unidentified persons in the
FIR.

The arrestees are Md
Anwar, Motaleb Mia alias
Wasim, Ehteshamul
Haque Bhola, Md
Shahjahan, Musa's elder
brother Saidul Sikder
Shakur, Md Shazaman
alias Robin and Abu Nasar
Gunnu.

During investigation,
police did not find Robin

and Gunnu's links with
the murder, while five
others were shown
arrested with specific
charges in the murder case,
said police sources.

Two weeks after the
incident, a rumour spread
that police detained sev-
eral persons in connection
with the case. Denying
arresting anybody, CMP
high officials at that time
said they detained some
persons for interrogation.

At a press briefing on
July 25, the CMP commis-
sioner claimed that Wasim
and Anwar were arrested.

The two in their confes-
sional statements given
before a Chittagong court
on the same day men-
tioned the names of seven
people, including Musa,
Nabi, Rashed, Kalu and
Shahjahan, who directly
took part in the Kkilling,
police said.

Wasim stated that Musa
hired them for the killing
with the promise of a good

amount of money and that
they had no idea about the
mastermind. They did not
even know that the target
was the wife of SP Babul.

In his statement, Wasim
also named Bhola as the
supplier of firearms.

On June 28, police said
they arrested Bhola, 41,
and one Monir Hossain.
Monir was not shown
arrested in the killing case,
as his involvement could
not be found, said police.

Monir and Bhola, how-
ever, were accused in an
arms case filed with
Bakalia Police Station over
the murder.

According to the charge
sheet on the arms case
submitted on July 28,
Musa and Wasim collected
firearms from Bhola on
the night before the mur-
der. The arms were
returned to Bhola after the
killing.

On July 1, police said
they arrested Shahjahan
and Musa's brother Saidul

Shibir leader arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police arrested a local leader of Islami Chhatra Shibir,
student wing of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, from
Gangachara upazila of Rangpur yesterday. The arrestee,
Golam Rabbani, 28, son of Golam Mustafa of Bhutka
village in the upazila, is a Sura member of the party. Police
said, a team of the law enforcers, acting on a tip-off,
raided Rabbani's house at the village in the morning and
arrested him from there. OC Zinnat Ali of Gangachara
Police Station said Rabbani is a fugitive accused in an
arson case.

2 held for killing driver

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Local people caught two criminals while they were trying
to sell a snatched battery-run rickshaw in Chuadanga
Sadar upazila and handed them over to the police on
Tuesday. The arrestees are Sahabul Islam, 22, son of Ansar
Ali of Boliarpur village, and Ruhul Alam, 27, son of
Asadul Mondal of Sonapur village in the upazila. Later,
according to their confession, police recovered the body of
its owner Rashidul Islam, 30, son of late Anwar Hossain of
neighbouring Gopinathpur village, from Sarishadanga
village.

Indian SIM cards recovered
OUuURr GDRRESPDHDEHT, Patualkhali

Bangladesh Coastguard in a drive recovered a firearm,
bullets, machetes and some Indian mobile SIM cards in
Patharghata upazila of Barguna on Tuesday. SA Rouf,
Patharghata station commander, said a coastguard team
conducted a regular drive in Pakkhidia area and seized a
rifle, seven bullets, three machetes, five iron rods and
some Indian mobile SIM cards in an abandoned condi-
tion from the area.

Joypurhat diagnostic lab gutted

ODUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A fire gutted medical equipments at a diagnostic lab in
Joypurhat town early yesterday. Fire service sources said
the fire originated from an electric short circuit at
Graduate Diagnostic Centre in Amtoli area of the district
town around 3:30am. Ataur Rahman, director of the lab,
claimed the extent of losses caused by the fire could go up
to Tk 70 lakh.

60,000 Yaba tablets seized

ODURCORESPONDENT, Tangail

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested two youths with
60,000 yaba tablets at Bangabandhu Bridge east end in the
district yesterday morning. The arrestees are Monowar
Hasan Rasel, 36, of Godagari, and Babul Hossain, 30, of
Rajpara upazilas in Rajshahi. Acting on a tip-off, the elite
force raided a Rajshahi-bound truck from Chittagong in
the bridge area and arrested the two with the Yaba.

Sikdar Sakur the previous
night. However, hours
before the police arrest,
Musa's wife Panna Akter
claimed to different media
that police on June 22
picked up her husband and
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e-Request for Expression of Interest Notice

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
VAT Online Project
160/A, Kakrail, IDEB Bhaban (7th Floor), Dhaka
www.nbr.gov.bd

VAT Online Project of the National Board of Revenue is inviting response to this call for Expression of Interest (EOI) from
interested firms/consultants for building taxpayers awareness through media campaign. This is a request from potential
firms/consultants in delivering outputs for the below mentioned packages. Since it is a electronic government procurement process,
no hardcopies will be accepted. To submit EOl on e-GP (electronic government procurement) system please visit

"http://www.eprocure.gov.bd".

S Package No. Description Proposal | Last date of

No. 1D submission

1 08.01.0000.068.11.005.12(29)/2016-e24 | Selection of National Consulting Firm for Package | 61371 11 August,
SD 15.3 Taxpayer Awareness Building Campaign- 2016
TV Advertisement, Clipping etc.

2 08.01.0000.068.11.005.12(29)/2016-e23 | Selection of National Consulting Firm for Package | 61367 11 August,
SD 15.2 Taxpayer Awareness Building Campaign- 2016
Talk Show

3 08.01.0000.068.11.005.12(29)/2016-e21 | Selection of National Consulting Firm for Taxpayer | 61097 17 August,
Advertising Campaign Targeting Radio Audience, 2016
Advertisement, Talks, Drama, efc.

4 08.01.0000.068.11.005.12(29)/2016-e22 | Selection of National Consulting Firm for Taxpayer | 61275 11 August,
Advertising Campaign Targeting Radio Audience, 2016
Documentary

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP helpdesk

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd). TOR can also be downloaded from NBR website (www.nbr.gov.bd).

GD-1563

Md. Rezaul Hasan

VAT Online Project
Phone: 02-8322306

Project Director

Physically
challenged
farmer
beaten

to death

o9,
A CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A physically challenged &)
farmer was beaten to death
in Boalmari upazila of the
district yesterday morning,.

The deceased is Moksed
Sheikh, 55, son of late
Masim Sheikh of Moyna
village.

Locals said a group of
youths of the village went
to the Modhumoti River
for picnic on Sunday.

On the day, they
engaged in an altercation
with some people of
Raninagor village. A teen-
age boy of Raninagor was
injured during the incident.

Over the issue, some
villagers of Raninagor
attacked the residents of
Moyna yesterday morn-
ing, leaving Moksed dead
on the spot.
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