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and visited the Star Cineplex at the

Bashundhara complex to watch
'Finding Dory.' The hall that could
probably fit more than 500-800 people,
had only half a dozen viewers that day.
Clearly, people are frightened to visit
malls and cinemas after the Gulshan
Tragedy that happened on July 1.
However, the constant fear, a feeling of
uncertainty and confusion simply got to
some of the young folks of Dhaka city.
They bought tickets, sat down with what |
like to call 'chicken chips' but which are
actually termed Pop Chicken, and sat
down to watch 'Finding Dory' — and they
definitely did not leave unhappy.

Filled with adorable looking fish, seals
speaking in a British accent, a friendly
whale, an octopus that can strangely
change colours — the animated movie of
Finding Dory is a complete delight not
only for young children, but also adults.

For 'Finding Nemo' fans, the movie
also features Nemo and his father Marlin,
who eventually turn out to be Dory's
family.

The movie describes Dory's journey in
the ocean world, where she looks for her
parents Charlie and Jenny, who she had
lost... she simply can't remember when!
Dory suffers from short term memory loss
and it is how she still goes about enjoying
life and inspiring little Nemo and other
young beings in the sea — is what the story
is all about.

Ellen Degeneres, the famous comedian
and also the host and writer of the famous
show, The Ellen Show, plays Dory (or
rather plays her voice), much to
everyone's amusement. Her quick wit and
the ability to speak whale seemed natural
-- something that Ellen would do even on
her show, whether playing Dory or not! In

I ast week, | braved it out, took a risk

fact, when Dory goes through her bouts of

forgetfulness, she comes up with some of
the most hilarious lines. One such
moment was when Dory forgets about her
being an Assistant Teacher taking the
school of fish out on an excursion trip,
and begins to talk about where baby fish
come from, thinking of being a part of a
sex education class!
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The movie speaks of
patience, determination,
love, attachment,
promises and most
importantly, never to give
up on family. Towards the
end when Dory feels lost,
forgetting why she was
within the dense kelps,
trying to fight the
darkness — she finds a
shell and remembers her
parents telling her to
follow the series of shells
and she could get home.
And that's exactly what

she did.

The movie speaks of patience,
determination, love, attachment, promises
and most importantly, never to give up on
family. Towards the end when Dory feels
lost, forgetting why she was within the
dense kelps, trying to fight the darkness —
she finds a shell and remembers her
parents telling her to follow the series of
shells and she could get home. And that's
exactly what she did.

Lined up with extraordinary actors and
a fantastic representation of, not only the
undersea world, but also the marine life
institute and let's people travel through
pipes, this 3D animation at the Star
Cineplex is a must watch for the
Dhakaites. »

s the number of Chinese tourists who died after a tour bus
caught fire in Taiwan's Taoyuan city, say officials quoted in the
local media. The bus smashed into a roadside barrier on a
national highway and caught fire; according to Taiwan's Central
News Agency (CNA). It had been bringing the group of Chinese
tourists to Taoyuan Airport to catch a flight back to Dalian.
Officials said there were 24 tourists on board plus a local guide
and driver. The cause of the crash was not immediately known.
The total number of dead and injured is still being compiled,
Taoyuan fire department official Zeng Hao told news agency AP
by phone.
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horrendous massacre at Holey Artisan, most of the

city dwellers travelled back to their roots. May be
this time it was needed more than ever to see the faces of
the loved ones, to feel the warmth in one's mother's lap,
to get the inner peace back.

So | went all the way to Khulna to spend some time
with my parents and relatives. But it took the bus five
hours (as expected!) to arrive at the stand! It was 1.30am.
Be that as it may, after five long hours of waiting at an
overly crowded bus stand, you need to make sure you
have responded to the nature's call before getting into the
bus because the journey ahead can well be of
“unpredictable” duration! So my nightmare started from a
washroom at one of the counters there at Kolyanpur. Let's
not focus on how bad and terrible it was, for if you do,
you will retch for sure, and you will retch uncontrollably.
Even so, | was happy that there was at least some covered
place called toilet. To avoid the pain of urine infection, |
decided to drink a little water during the journey thinking
what can be worse than what | just had to see or smell.
Who knew that | had more to see yet!

As it was the month of Ramadan, the kind bus driver
and supervisor decided to stop at a restaurant somewhere
in Manikganj. People got down and the first thing they
started looking for was a washroom. We women followed
a restaurant staff who ensured us that there was a
washroom, which is “proper” for women. Now by
“proper” he only and only meant the shed because the
rest is indescribable. Many returned looking inside but
who once has experienced urine infection would not dare
to wait till she found a “proper” toilet in a long journey in
Bangladesh!

L ife goes on and that's why even after the most
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My schooling was in a private school and the
washroom it had basically misguided me about the
concept of a toilet in Bangladesh. However, the
government college where | studied corrected my
misconception. | could never go into the college
washroom, not even during emergencies. Things are
waorse in the capital city which does not care about even
providing the “shed”. We live in a capital where there are
around 50 public toilets among which 80% are in non-
functional conditions. Nowadays we see some new
public and mobile toilets around the city as a result of
private-public partnership, however limited that number
is, compared to this overly crowded city. Though limited,
this new initiative to address this issue is praiseworthy.
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While writing about my frustration, | was looking for
some data on the number of women suffering from urine
infection in Bangladesh, especially in urban areas
because | was quite sure that the number should be
striking considering the unavailability of public toilets in
Dhaka. To my dismay, | was unable to find any data.

In Bangladesh, girls can easily find reasons to envy the
life of a boy mostly because of the liberty the latter enjoy.
The only reason | wish | were a man living in Dhaka is
the liberty to urinate anywhere when needed!

More often than not, we talk about different rights and
different facilities, but the right to urinate is one basic
thing that every civilised city should provide its citizens
with. =
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