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Schooling eludes Bede
children in Lalmonirhat

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Almost all the children of
the Bede (gypsy) commu-
nity in Lalmonirhat are
deprived of education due
to absence of awareness
among their guardians and
lack of proper facilities.
Instead of sending them to
school, the parents teach the
children magic tricks to earn
money.

Shefali Akhter, a nine-
year-old Bede girl in Mostofi
village under Lalmonirhat
Sadar, was asked if she
wanted to go to school. She
replied, “Of course, [ want to
go school. I want to get
academic knowledge, but
my parents are not
interested in admitting me
to a school. Instead, I'm
given training on how to
amuse people with magic
tricks.”

Noor Islam, an 11-year-
old Bede boy in the same
village, said he told his
parents to admit him to a
school, but they didn't listen
to him. "As my parents did
not agree, I am learning
magic,” headded.

Rehana Begum, 44, of the
village, said she gives training
on magic to the children
following the tradition of
their community. Thereare 65
children of 25 Bede familiesin
the village, and some of them
are earning money from
exhibiting magic, she said.

Shefali's father Rafiqul
Islam, 44, of the village, said
getting an education isn't
the job for this community's
children, getting training on
magic i1s the main job.
“Education will not bring
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Teaching children some so-called magic tricks as earning sources seems more
important than arranging their schooling to parents of poverty-stricken Bede
community. The photo was taken from Mostofi village in Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila a couple of days ago.

anything for us, so [ don't
allow our children to go
school,” he added.

“We have no permanent
address, we move here and
there round the year, so we
cannot send our children to
school,” said Shefali's mother
Souravi Begum, 36. “We live in
a village for one to three
months, then we go to another
place. We have no houses, we
live in huts,” sheadded.

Sekendar Ali, the leader

of this gypsy community,
said 2,100 people of 500
families of the community,
divided into 20 teams, are at
present living in different
places in Lalmonirhat
district, and they don't
know where they will go
next.

“Our community people
earn from snake charming,
selling talismans and
amulets, and showing magic
tricks in villages and towns,”
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he said, adding that their
children are also attracted
to their ancestral profes-
sion. “"Our community
people countrywide don't
send their children to
school due to absence of
awareness and lack of
proper facilities,” he
added. "If the govern-
ment assures us that our
children could attend
class at any school in any
place we go to, we will of
course admit our children
toschool,” he said.

Mahubar Ali, a school-
teacher at Mostofi village,
said he talked with many
children of this commu-
nity, and they showed
great interest to go school.
If the community's
children are given proper
facility for studying, they
will become educated,
and bring light in their
society, he added.
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3 JMB men

held with
bombs

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Police arrested three alleged
members of banned
Islamist outfit Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh
(IMB) from Kashiabari
village in Atrai upazila of
Naogaon on Tuesday.

They also recovered three
crude bombs and a sharp
weapon from their posses-
sion,

The arrestees are
Shahagol Union Parishad
member Abdul Hye, 45, son
of Abdul Aziz, Ziaur
Rahman, 37, son of Kaber
Shah of Atrai, and Moyen
Sardar, 35, son of Hurmat
Ali of Kashiabari upazila.

On secret information,
the law enforcers raided the
area around 7:00pm and
arrested the trio with the
bombs when they were
holding a secret meeting
there for planning an attack
in the district, said police.

They were close aides of
executed JMB leader
Siddiqur Rahman alias
Bangla Bhai.

The arrestees are accused
in several criminal cases,
said Md Badruddoza, offi-
cer-in-charge of Atrai Police
Station.

Farmer dies
in boat capsize

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A farmer died as a boat
capsized in the River Padma
in Ishwardi upazila yester-
day.

The deceased was Tarikul
Islam, 45, son of Afsar Ali of
Shahpur village.

Locals said when six
farmers were returning home
by a boat in the morning, it
suddenly capsized in the
river. Tarikul went missing.

However, five other
farmers managed to swim
ashore, said Md Anisul
Haque Mollah, chairman of
Lakhhmikunda Union
Parishad.

At noon, firefighters
recovered the body.

Drawn into militancy
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missing militant suspects, as
reported by the media. His name
also appeared in the Rab's list of
262 missingpeople.

“Junnun told us that he
used to discuss the Quran
and Hadith with Rahmani at
the mosque after Juma
prayers. He talked to the
imam for a clear understand-
ing of any part of the Quran
orany Hadith.”

Rahmani is the chief of
banned militant outfit

Ansarullah Bangla Team. A
convict in the murder case of
blogger Ahmed Rajib Haider,
he is now behind bars.

Junnun was a student of
computer science at North
South University. He used to
read the Quran and Hadith
regularly since his school
days, said the father.

“During his school and
college days, my son was not
in the habit of reading story
books. He spent most of his
time in studies, saying
prayers and reading Quran-
Hadith. All his school and
college friends were good
students. We didn't see him
keeping bad company,”
Wahidur added.

He said during the three-
month gap before getting
admission in the college,
Junnun's devotion to
religious activities, mainly

reading Quran-Hadith,
became stronger.

In between 2008 and
2013, the family didn't
notice anything wrong with
him like staying away from
home or remaining missing,
He, however, used to ask
people to be pious and good
human beings.

“One day in 2013, a group
of eight to nine detectives
came to my Jigatola house
and asked my son to go with
them, " said Wahidur.

Detectives said many
youths were arrested for their
alleged involvement in
militancy and some of them
during interrogation
mentioned Junnun's name.
For this reason, they would
quiz Junnun on militant
activities,

Fifteen days later, police
showed Junnun along with
13 others arrested in a case
filed with Mohammadpur
Police Station.

“Police alleged that my
son was a member of

Ansarullah Bangla Team.
This was the first time [ came
to know about the organisa-
tion and their militant
activities,” Wahidur
mentioned.

Junnun returned home
on bail after spending
around a year in jail. He
stayed at home for around

five to six months. During
that period, detectives
frequented his Jigatola house
to talk to him,

According to the father,
detectives on several
occasions had phoned his
son in the morning, asking
him to go to their office. He
was freed in the evening.

He appeared before the
court on scheduled dates for
the hearing in the case.

I was very angry with
him. I argued with him why
all these were happening to
him and why policemen
were visiting our house and
taking him to the DB office.
We insisted him to complete
his graduation as he was in
the sixth semester then,”
Wahidur recalled.

Junnun replied that he
was not in need of worldly
education anymore. “I
already have enough worldly
education to earn a living,”
the father quoted his son as
saying,

One day in August or
September last year, he left
the house without informing
the family. Some days later,
he phoned from Malaysia to
inform his relatives that he
was doing well.

That was the last contact
between Junnunand hisfamily.

FBI lab to test caté attackers'

FROM PAGE 16

instructed to find out
whether the attackers were
on drugs.

A forensics team from the
DMCH collected the sam-
ples from Dhaka's
Combined Military Hospital
where the bodies are kept.

The six dead indude the
café's pizza chef Saiful Islam

who investigators say was one
of the attackers. His family,
however, said he was innocent.

Blood samples of the
family members of the six men
were also collected yesterday at
the lab of the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) in the capital.

Their DNA would be
matched with those of the

“attackers” to ascertain their
relation, said a Detective
Branch of police official,
wishing not to be named.
On July 1, terrorists
stormed the Holey Artisan
Bakery in the high security
diplomatic zone in Gulshan,
killing 20 hostages, mostly
foreigners. Two police
officials were also killed.
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