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India to move
fences closer
to zero line

Delhi yet to formally inform
Dhaka of its decision

STAR REPORT

India has decided to shift the fencing along the Bangladesh border towards
the zero line to enhance security and mitigate the problems of Indian
villages situated between the fence and the border.

The decision was made at a meeting at the home ministry in New Delhi
on Tuesday.

Yesterday, the Indian home ministry issued a statement which said, “In
order to mitigate the problem of Indian villages located between fence &
border and to enhance security along IBB [Indo-Bangla Border], it was
decided that fence will be shifted towards the zero line to bring Indian
villages within the fence.”

[t said the governments of the states concerned were asked to expedite
land acquisition for border infrastructure work, reports our New Delhi
correspondent.

Bangladesh shares its border with five Indian states -- Assam, West
Bengal, Tripura, Meghalaya and Mizoram.

Bangladesh Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal told The Daily
Star yesterday evening that he was not aware of any such move by India.

Asked, Senior Secretary to Bangladesh home ministry Mozammel Haque
Khan said the Indian side was yet to formally inform Bangladesh about
such a decision.

“We will address the issue once they inform us formally, " he said.
As per the international law, no establishments can be set up within 150
yvards of the zero line, he said. “If they make a move to build anything violating | This car was left abandoned at a garbage dumping spot along Jurain Medical Road in the capital two months ago. People now dump I PHOTO:
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OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Cox's Bazar

Green activists, left political
parties urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Buddhist monk was
hacked allegedly by
another monk following a
dispute over the land of a
Buddhist monastery in
Cox's Bazar town early
yesterday, said police quot-
ing locals.

The victim is Upendita
Mohather, 77, a monk of
Woi Ma Tara Buddha Bihar,
said Bakhtiar Uddin
Chowdhury, officer-in-
charge of Cox's Bazar Sadar
Police Station.

Around 5:00am, a “local
monk” went to the room of
Upendita inside the
Buddhist monastery in
Boillapara area. Seconds
later, the man hacked
Upendita with a sharp
weapon and fled, said the
OC, quoting a witness.

Quoting locals, Prof
Ketin Ong, principal of
Cox's Bazar City College

Green activists and left political parties demanded that the
government scrap the agreement of installing a power plant
in Rampal as it is likely to destroy the Sundarbans, the
world's largest mangrove forest.

The Rampal coal power plant agreement, which was
signed on Tuesday, would be remembered in the history of
Bangladesh as a “milestone for the destruction” of the
Sundarbans, said Transparency International Bangladesh
(TIB) Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman.

Asking the government to ditch the project, advocate
Sultana Kamal said whenever the question of environmen-
tal hazard came up, the government “blackmailed people
emotionally” saying they were pro-liberation forces and
would not do anything harmful for the country.

“But they have yet to give any proper answer as to how the
coal power plant won't do any harm to the Sundarbans,”
she said, wondering how a pro-liberation government
could cause such “huge destruction” of the country.

They were addressing a press conference protesting
against “the Agreement on Setting up of Coal-Based Power
Plant in Rampal adjacent to the Sundarbans.” The briefing
was organised by the National Committee for Saving the
Sundarbans (NCSS) at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.
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Rakhine Development : : : o - : - company -- Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company
Foundation, claimed that It is hard to believe that this is part of a canal in the city's Rampura. Bushes have grown up there as the authorities I PHOTO: Ltd -- signed the agreement with India's state-run Bharat
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SEE PAGE 11 coL4 | remain oblivious to its sorry state. This would ultimately worsen waterlogging in the city if it is not cleaned up. SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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