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Atikul Hashim, general manager of Dekko Foods Ltd, launches Dekko Kheer Cookies Biscuits, at a programme in
Dhaka yesterday. Each 85gm pack of the product is available at Tk 15.

Nurtured by EU funds, Wales
faces Brexit cash limbo

AFP, Newport, UK

Britain's Brexit vote has put Wales's
Ell funding in doubt, dealing a
potentially heavy financial blow to
one of Britain's poorest regions
which relies on money from Brussels
for farmers' subsidies and urban
regeneration.

"Wales are in a bit of trouble, we get
a lot of money from the Ell," said
Anna Preece, shocked by the referen-
dum vote to quit the European Union.

Wales, like England, voted "Leave”
in the June 23 referendum, in contrast
to the United Kingdom's other two
constituent parts, Scotland and
Northern Ireland.

On the streets of Newport, a small
coastal city in southeast Wales close to
the English border, 43-year-old char-
ity worker Preece was visibly upset by
the result in her country and Britain
overall.

The vote count is "quite shocking”,
sald "Remain" voter Preece, in refer-
ence to the 52.5 percent of voters in
Wales who supported Brexit.

"I was really quite surprised it was
so high, especially in the rural areas,”
she told AFP,

In Newport, where attractive
riverside apartments have replaced
wharfs that once exported vast quan-
tities of coal mined from the Welsh
Valleys, the "Leave" vote stood at 56
percent.

That was similar to the vote in
Neath Port Talbot, home to the
already at-risk Port Talbot steel plant
owned by India's Tata. The highest
"Leave" vote in Wales was 62 percent
in Blaenau Gwent, home to Ebbw
Vale, hit hard by the decline in
Britain's steel industry.

"Welsh voters almost certainly
voted against their economic self-
interest,” said politics academic Brian
Klaas at the London School of
Economics.

"The little town of Ebbw Vale...
would likely have turned to bust with-
out EU support,” he added.

"EU funding is key to the vitality of
the Welsh economy and net migration
is low, but Welsh voters still voted

Wales has been hit hard by the decline in Britain's steel industry.

against immigration and against
continuing financial support from
Brussels."

A pre-referendum study by Cardiff
University said that in 2014, Wales
received an estimated £245 million
($326 million, 293 million euros)
more from the European Union than
it paid in.

The overall net benefit to Wales was
around £79 per head in 2014, the
report said, amid fears that Wales
could now lose funding for a new
metro system serving Cardiff and
nearby areas such as Newport.

"It's all scaremongering,” said
Tracy Stokeswhiting when asked if she
was worried about potential cuts, with
the 53-year-old "Leave" voter insisting
that it would be business as usual at
her Newport clothes shop "La Belle
Femme”".

"The European suppliers are not
going to stop sending stock to the
UK," she said, adding that many of
her goods arrive from EU members
France and Italy.

European aircraft maker Airbus,
which assembles wings in Broughton,
north Wales, has meanwhile assured
staff that the UK remains a vital part of
its operations.

In Newport, Angelo Clifford said
hevoted "Leave" to show Europe "that
we needed to tighten up on the

amount of immigrants”.

The 62-year-old engineer believes
money cut by the EU will be offset by
funds Britain no longer has to send
the other way:.

"The money we're saving from
not being in it will benefit our infra-
structure and also the NHS, " he said
from Newport city centre, which
has undergone a facelift with the
recent opening of a shopping mall
and cinema.

The "Leave" campaign argued
that quitting the EU would reduce
immigration and free up vast extra
sums for Britain's cherished state-
funded National Health Service --
the post-World War II creation of
revered Welsh Labour MP Aneurin
Bevan.

Unlike Scotland, whose govern-
ment is pushing for a fresh vote on
independence after the referendum to
try and stay in the ELI, there is no
widespread support in Wales for
splitting off from the rest of Britain.

This makes it all but certain it will
end up out of the EUU and many are
hoping that whoever replaces David
Cameron as prime minister will fight
hard in Brexit negotiations.

"The sooner they get a new prime
minister in, with a bit of backbone to
stand up to the EU, I think we'll be
alright, " said Clifford.

BMW and Intel plan
robot car production

Achieving this, said BMW, would make

BBC NEWS

Sri Lanka replaces
controversial
central bank chief

AFP, Colombo
Sti Lanka's president
on Saturday bowed to

Oracle ordered
to pay $3b
damages to HP

BBC NEWS

Electronics firm Hewlett
Packard Enterprise (HPE) has
been awarded %3 billion in
damages in a legal dispute with
software giant Oracle.

The row came about
because Oracle reneged on a
contractual agreement to con-
tinue making software that ran
on high-end Itanium chips.

The court battle over the
contract was settled in 2012 but
the damages HPE was due have
only now been agreed.

Oracle said it would appeal
against the court's decision.

HP was split into two in
2015 with HPE taking over the
running of its servers and ser-
vices business.

In court, HPE argued that
although the 2012 legal judge-
ment meant Oracle had
resumed making software for

the powerful chips, its business
had suffered harm.

Spotify hits out at Apple
after updated app for
iPhones rejected

REUTERS

Spotify confirmed on Friday that it has
complained to Apple Inc after the U.S.
technology company rejected an updated
app for the Swedish music streaming
service on iPhones.

The companies have gone head to
head in the battle for music streaming
customers since Apple Music was
launched in more than 100 countries last
year, and Spotify said the rejection of its
revised app for iPhones was causing it
"grave harm."

The complaint was in the form of a letter
sent by Spotify's lawyer to Apple this week,
technology website Recode reported.

The letter said Apple's rejection of the
revised app raised "serious concerns"
under competition law in the United
States and Europe and the move was caus-
ing "grave harm to Spotify and its custom-
ers," Recode first reported on Thursday.

"It continues a troubling pattern of

behavior by Apple to exclude and dimin-
ish the competitiveness of Spotify on 108
and as a rival to Apple Music," Recode

quoted Spotify general counsel Horacio
Gutierrez as saying in the letter.

"We cannot stand by as Apple uses the
App Store approval process as a weapon
to harm competitors," Gutierrez said.

A Spotify spokeswoman confirmed
the accuracy of the report.

Apple did not respond to requests for
comment.

Launched a decade ago, Spotity is the
world's biggest paid music streaming
service with about 30 million paying
users in 59 markets while Apple Music
hassome 13 million.

According to Recode, privately owned
Spotify said Apple turned down the app
under "business model rules,” and
demanded the Swedish service use
Apple's billing system if it wanted to "use
the app to acquire new customers and
sell subscriptions.”

Music streaming is a crowded busi-
ness. Alphabet Inc's Google Music and
YouTube units also compete with Spotify
and Apple Music to attract users prepared
to pay for music, as does Pandora Media
Incand rapper Jay Z's Tidal.
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BMW said the autonomous driving sys-
tems would be applied to a future electric
car

BMW, Intel and computer vision firm
Mobileye have signed a deal to develop
autonomous vehicles.

The three firms will collaborate on the
systems needed to make cars that can navi-
gate without any help from a human
driver.

The vehicles will be capable of driving
safely along major roads as well as in sub-
urban and inner city areas.

BMW said it hoped the collaboration
would mean it could put robot cars into
production by 2021.

The research partnership was
announced on the day when US officials
begin an investigation into a fatal car crash
involving a Tesla Model §, to which self-
driving technology could have contrib-
uted.

BMW said the trio would develop
computer and sensor systems that grad-
ually reduce the part humans play in
driving a car. Ultimately, it said, it hoped
to produce vehicles that could operate
entirely autonomously without any
people onboard.

it possible for fleets of unmanned vehicles
to operate safely. This, it added, could spur
the creation of novel ride-sharing services
in urban areas or lead to the creation of
long-distance delivery services that
employ robot-driven trucks.

In a statement, the three firms said they
were "convinced that automated driving
technologies will make travel safer and
easier”.

They pledged to make the results of the
research available to other car makers and
electronics firms to help standardise tech-
nologies used in autonomous vehicles.

Early work would focus on a "highly
automated driving" prototype which
BMW said it planned to demonstrate this
year. More extensive tests of this technol-
ogy across lots of vehicles were planned for
2017, it added.

The autonomous car that emerges from
the partnership would be likely to be elec-
tric and called the iNext, it said. Other
vehicles in the i-range include the i8
hybrid and the i3 all-electric vehicle.

Before now, BMW has shown off con-
cept cars that use autonomous technology
and it is already working with Baidu in
China to produce a self-driving car suited
to that market.

pressure from activists
and replaced the coun-
try's controversial cen-
tral bank chief,
appointing a respected
economist to the top
job.

President Maithripala
Sirisena announced that
Indrajit Coomaraswamy,
66, had been appointed
as the new governor of
the central bank, effec-
tive immediately:.

Coomaraswamy was
previously a director of
economic affairs at the
Commonwealth
Secretariat, an intergov-
ernmental agency of
Commonwealth coun-
tries in London.

"After consulting all
parties concerned, |
appointed top econo-
mist Dr. Indrajit
Coomaraswamy to lead
the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka," the president
posted on Twitter,
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