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Ever since the end of Harry Potter, I have
been searching for a book that would
grab a place in my heart like our beloved
wizarding world did, and this is it. The
book is indeed a refreshing take on a
medieval tinged fantasy and it is one of
the very few fantasy books that managed
to attract my eye.

In Victoria Aveyard's dystopian debut
novel, Red Queen, protagonist Mare
Barrow's world is divided by blood.
Mare's red blood has made her the mem-
ber of a powerless peasant class, domi-
nated by silver blooded elites. Standing
atop the social ladder and equipped
with supernatural abilities, the Silvers
enslave the Reds all over the land.

Mare Barrow lives a seemingly ordi-
nary rural life: going to school and look-
ing for a job to feed her family and keep
herself from being forcibly sent to war.
The only friend she has by her side is a
fisherman's apprentice named Kilorn.
But all that takes a turn when a little
twist of fate sends poverty stricken Mare
plummeting right into the heart of the
Silver palace. With a heavy heart, she
leaves her family behind, and with the
sudden discovery of magical abilities of

her own, Mare questions the Red in her
veins, eventually getting entangled in a
bloody (pun intended) royal affair.

The story deals with racism in a
whole new level. While in reality Blacks
were enslaved and discriminated for
their skin when everyone is comprised
of the same flesh and blood, here peo-
ple are prejudiced for what is inside
their veins rather than the outside col-
our.

The story is kept flowing with a
deadly and scandalous romance, beauti-
fully weaved into the action packed
background which has readers yearning
for more. It is a perfect blend of adrena-
line rushing action and heart wrenching
drama. [ would say I am satisfied with
how it ended, even though the twist at
the very end burnt a hole in my heart. I
definitely did not see that coming.

Red Queen is a must read for basi-
cally everyone out there. Plus the shiny
silvery spine will majestically glisten in
your bookshelf like that crown you
always wanted to put on your head.

The second instalment in the trilogy,
Glass Sword, is out now. And to satisfy
your needs further, Victoria Aveyard has
also penned a couple of novellas illus-
trating the world before Mare Barrow.

Stages of Dealing
with Your Psycho Ex
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Ever had a break up where the pangs of
despair turn you into a psychopath and
make you want to hold your ex hostage
in a dungeon or keep their heads in a jar?
[ mean, that way you will get to prevent
them from leaving. I'm positive we all
had fleeting moments of toying with
such thoughts or fallen victim to such
execution. Okay. Maybe not this extreme.
Anyway, for the latter, this one's for you.

For simplification, let the former
(psycho) girlfriend/ boyfriend be called
X.

Now that the relationship has run its
course, you are ready to follow all the
post rituals religiously. You sever all ties
with X and that is when you realise this
person does not deal well with termina-
tion.

The Manipulation

“At least we can be friends.” This is
how the process usually begins. Clever
words crafted together to make you
believe that maybe you can be friends
after all. You friend zone X only to realise
that the motive is to keep tabs on you
and ward off newer prospects. Here,
voodoo or paani pora may also work
against you so be careful to not come
under the spells.

Crazy Mode On

Block X from all possible avenues
before those relentless attempts to reach
you begins. Be it your phone, social
media, your own thoughts or even your
dog's thoughts. Albeit, you will still wake
up to 38 missed calls from unknown
numbers every day for quite some time.
[solation is the key, or better, have X
quarantined.

Also, travel in packs and carry a pep-
per spray for you will have this unwanted

company in all social events you got to.
Be it at a restaurant where X will reserve
the table right across yours and smile at
you like a creep or in an alley after dark
when you feel that somebody is on your
trail, and for once you want to be delu-
sional but it's actually X.

Next Stop: Your Friends and Family

Now that X has realised that you will
not budge from your decision, the peo-
ple who might be able to change it will
be approached. Everyone that you know
including your mailman will be the
target asking them for that one last
chance. In this case, treating your closed
ones with ice cream is mandatory since,
they will be dealing with a delirious X in
your absence.

The Defamation

After all possible tactics, X is going to
opt for blame games. How you were
always a miser with restaurant bills, how
you never got the hint that your breath
stank, or that you fantasised about
Scarlett Johansson. You might also have
to answer to X's hypersensitive girlfriends
or worse, that boro bhai who (ahem)
takes care of things.

The Defeat

Gradually, X will run out of schemes
and will stop pushing the envelope, or in
this case tearing it. Normalcy will prevail
and X will proceed to move on to some-
one new showing off their partner and
you will choose the jealousy over para-
noia any day. If not, may the lawyers
help you.

Igra suffers from wanderlust and zones out
most of the time. She hopes to see the Loch
Ness monster someday and in the mean time
complains about Economics. Reach out to
her at iqralaga@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/igra.l.gamari




