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Dodgy buses
returning

PANKAG KARMAKAR

Eid offers business opportunities for transport owners and
they would never want to miss it. But there are some
unscrupulous owners who would compromise with pas-
senger safety just to make that extra profit.

In their greed for profits, these owners of buses, mini-
buses and microbuses give facelifts to their vehicles and run
them during the Eid rush despite not being fit for the road.

This happens every Eid and scores of people die on the
roads of Bangladesh during the Eid holidays.

Transport owners were seen having their old, shabby and
unfit vehicles “repaired” and painted so that they could slip
through the law enforcers’ eyes during the chaotic Eid rush.

During a visit to workshops in Matuail and Kajla areas on
Sunday, several hundred unfit and rundown buses were
seen getting quick fixes.

There are around 200 workshops in that area and on an
average two to three buses were being worked on in each of
those, said owners and workers of workshops.

Workers were seen busy in mending, welding, painting
and other repairs.

“We are repairing three buses whose colours have faded,
windows have broken and bodies have dented. We will give
the buses a facelift and these will ply ahead of Eid, said
Nazir Hossain, a worker of Mitali Engineering Workshop in
Bhangapress area of Kajla.

Some buses, which were involved in crashes, also get
“repaired” ahead of Eids so that they could run during the
mad rush.

“This bus was plying on Dhaka-Brahmanbaria route. Its Workers at a workshop in Kajla of Dhaka give an old bus a facelift on Sunday so that the unfit vehicle could carry I PHOTO:

SEE PAGE 10 cOoL5  passengers during the Eid rush. Such vehicles often get involved in fatal crashes on highways.
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enter India. He took her to | cyclonesand floods. SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2 SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Trudeau now
comic book
character .

BBC ONLINE

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has been a
boxer, a nightclub bouncer, a world leader - and
now, a cartoon book character.

Trudeau appears on the cover of an issue of
Marvel's "Civil War II: Choosing Sides", due to be
released on 31 August.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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Youths hangout out on the footbridge between New Market and Gausia Market in the capital. The busy bridge is I PHOTO:

often occupied by hawkers and youths creating a bottleneck for pedestrians. PALASH KHAN

In Road Accident,
Chest Pain, Heart
Attack, Stroke or

call 10666 -
0191 400 1234 aplial

CARGO BAN
German expert
audits security
at Dhaka
airport

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

An expert of Lufthansa
yesterday launched an audit
of the security measures at
Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport,
around three days after the
German national carrier
stopped carrying goods
from Bangladesh on secu-
rity grounds.

David Mann, a regional
security expert of Lufthansa,
flew in from Singapore on
Tuesday and held meetings
with high-ups of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines and
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (Caab), and
users of the airport's cargo
village, said sources.

“It is difficult to say after
only one meeting whether
the expert was satisfied with
the current security mea-
sures or not. He is likely to
hold further meetings,” said
an exporter who was present
at one of the meetings.

However, Biman
Managing Director AM
Mosaddique Ahmed said
Mann was satisfied with the
current security system at
the airport.

“The Lufthansa expert
expressed satisfaction with
the current security mea-
sures at the airport. 1 don't
know whether he will again
sit with us or not,” he told

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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