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England v 5ri Lanka
Fourth ODI
Live from 6:00pm

Premier Div Hockey Super League
Abahani v Bangladesh 5C

Time: 2:00pm
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Wimbledon C'ships
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Live from 6:00pm

Mohammedan v Usha KC
Time: 4:00pm

Venue: Maulana Bhasani Hockey Stadium

England players Gary Cahill (L), Joe Hart

(C) and Dele Alli are dejected after losing
the Euro 2016 Round of 16 match against
Iceland in Nice on Monday.
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England in the pits

Hodgson steps down

AFP, Paris

England were at one of their
lowest points on Tuesday
after Iceland's battlers
dumped them out of Euro
2016, coach Roy Hodgson
quit, and the abject failure added to the
national sense of post-Brexit turmoil.

Ragnar Sigurdsson and Kolbeinn
Sigthorsson claimed their place in sporting
history with the goals on Monday that
secured a 2-1 win in Nice for the smallest
nation ever to play ina major tournament.

Wayne Rooney gave a full-strength
England the perfect start with a fourth
minute penalty, but Hodgson's men rapidly
ran out of ideas and energy against a nation
ranked 34th in the world.

"Clueless. Utterly clueless," said The
Times newspaper.

Goalkeeper Joe Hart, who let the second
Iceland goal squirm under his fingers, said
the humiliation had left English football "in
alow place”.

"We will get a lot of flak and we deserve
it," said the Manchester City stopper.

A shellshocked Hodgson read out a

statement announcing his resignation straight
after the game — the performance was "obviously
notacceptable” and "nowisthetime forsomeone
else to oversee the progress of this young, hungry
and extremely talented group of players”, hesaid.

The 68-year-old departed without
answering a single question, but his critics
filled the vacuum after England crashed out
prematurely again just two years after
exiting the World Cup in Brazil at the group
stage under his tutelage.

Many asked how Jamie Vardy, whose 24
goals helped Leicester win the Premier
League last season, Tottenham's Harry Kane,
who netted 25 league goals, and Liverpool's
often lethal Daniel Sturridge had failed to
find the net when it mattered most.

Former England striker Alan Shearer said
it was "the worst performance I have seen
from an England team".

Another ex-international forward, Gary
Lineker, tweeted that England, with a
population of 53 million and the world's
wealthiest league, had been beaten "by a
country with more volcanoes than profes-
sional footballers”.

England U-21 coach Gareth Southgate was
the early favourite to replace Hodgson.

'No Italian trauma’

AFP, Evian

Germany coach Joachim
Loew insists the world
champions have no Italian
complex as die Mannschaft
attempt to break their
Azzurri curse in Saturday's Euro 2016
quarter-final.

In eight previous attempts, Germany has

of Euro 2012 at Germany's expense.

Yet, Loew says he learnt his lesson from
that semi-final defeat and, in particular, his
inability to restrict Italian playmaker
Andrea Pirlo, before leading Germany to a
fourth World Cup two years later.

"Everyone makes mistakes, I wanted to
shut Pirlo down and looking back, one must
say the plan didn't work, " admitted Loew.

"I have to take responsibility for that,

Hazard sits
out training

REUTERS, Bordeaux

Eden Hazard missed train-
ing on Tuesday with an
injury suffered in Belgium's
4-0 Euro 2016 victory over
Hungary on Sunday but
should return for their
quarter-final against Wales.

Iceland erupts with joy

widespread celebrations as the crowd of

AFP, Reykjavik

More than 10,000 people
packed a Reykjavik square
to watch Iceland beat
England at Euro 2016 in
the country's greatest
sporting moment.

The 2-1 victory in Nice on Monday
unleashed national celebrations. "There are

more than 10,000 returned home after
watching the win on a giant screen.

Iceland has rarely had such interna-
tional sports triumphs to celebrate. Its
men's handball team won the silver medal
atthe 2008 Beijing Olympics.

It has also had run-ins with Britain. A
"Cod War" over fishing rights ran from 1950
until 1970 and ended with an Iceland win.

Podolski

slates new
format

REUTERS, Paris

Germany forward Lukas
Podolski has criticised the
new 24-team format for the
European Championship,
labelling it 'stupid’ as it
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"We don’t have any fear of them, just trust
in our own skills.

"For me that's cold coffee. I'd rather have
a fresh espresso. We'll see how it tastes on
Saturday," he added when reminded of
Germany's previous results against Italy on
the big stage.

Loew has experienced Germany's pain
first hand as assistant manager when Italy
spoiled their World Cup party on home soil
in 2006 and four years ago when a Mario
Balotelli double took the Azzurri to the final

and the presence of Daniele de
Rossi in midfield must be respected.

"Form on the day will make the differ-
ence, it's going to be a tight game and the
outcome is open, " said Loew.

"This is a much better Italian than in
2008 or 2010.

"They have mentally strong players.

“They can switch quickly from defence to
attack, it's automatic, even without Pirlo.

"Buffon brings tremendous calm and
their experienced defence is well co-
ordinated.”

Premier League rivals
Southampton on a "long-
term contract” for an
undisclosed fee, the Anfield
club announced Tuesday.
British media reports
suggested Mane had signed
a five-year contract in a deal
worth some £30 million.
That would make Mane
Liverpool's third-most
expensive signing behind
Andy Carroll and Benteke.

Iceland fans celebrate goals at a public screening of their Euro 2016 Round of 16

match against England in Reykjavik on Monday.

of 16 and Podolski believes
sides have been forced to wait
too long to discover who their
opponents were in the
knockouts stages.

"The group stage was a
little bit strange, because
UEFA did some stupid things
with the system. It's not about
the smaller teams, it's about
the decisions. Some teams
waited three days in the camp
for a decision," Podolski told
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PSG appoint

Emery

AFP, Paris

two-year contract.

option for an additional season.

Emery had terminated his contract with Sevilla earlier
this month, having guided the Spanish side to three succes-

sive Europa League titles.

"It is with great pride that I agreed to become the Paris

Saint-Germain coach,"” said Emery.

“The club has become one of the biggest in Europe over
the past few seasons and I am both happy and honoured to

be able to help realise its great ambitions."

Paris Saint-Germain on Tuesday named
Spaniard Unai Emery as their new coach on a

Emery, 44, takes over from Laurent Blanc,
who left his role with the Qatari-backed
French giants on Monday, and his contract includes an

Alves reveals
his Juve goal

AFP, Rome
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Brazil international Dani Alves said Tuesday
that his ultimate goal was to win the
Champions League with his new Serie A club
Juventus.

"Juventus have a dream which is to win the
Champions League, and [ want to help them achieve this,"
Alves told a press conference after signing a two-year deal
with the Italian champions.

The 33-year-old full-back left Barcelona in June at the
end of his contract, after eight seasons with the Catalan
giants produced 23 trophies.

"The history of the club strikes me. And then to live a new
experience, inanew country, thatinterests me," explained Alves.

After leaving Sevilla for the Camp Nou in 2008, the
Brazilian claimed six La Liga titles and three Champions
League winners' medals.
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