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Land admin impeding
return of vested property

Allege nine rights groups

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The land administration is impeding the
reclamation of vested property on different
pretexts, a coalition of nine rights groups
alleged yesterday.

It said while the prime minister asked for
quick disposal of disputes over vested
property, the land administration was
obstructing implementation of the court
verdicts in the cases concerned.

Speaking at a press conference at Dhaka
Reporters Unity (DRU), leaders of the
National Citizen Coordination Cell to
Implement the Vested Property Return Act
threatened to wage a movement if the
obstructions are not removed.

Since the passing of the Vested Property
Return (second amendment) Act 2013,
many disputes were taken to courts and
verdicts delivered. However, on April 12, the
land ministry issued a circular for inclusion
of vested properties "left out and not
included by mistake" in the gazette con-
cerned.

Subrata Chowdhury, general secretary of
the Cell, said this circular would hamper
disposal of cases regarding return of vested
property, and called it "illegal” and "uncon-
stitutional".

“This circular must be cancelled, " he said.

Former caretaker government adviser
Sultana Kamal said 70 percent of the cases
regarding vested property still remained

unsettled as the land administration was
obstructing disposal of the cases.

“The prime minister herself has
expressed her goodwill for disposal of the
cases. Yet the administration is impeding
trials. We condemn this, " she said.

Like Subrata, she sees an ulterior motive
behind issuance of the circular.

Executive Director of Association for
Land Reform and Development Shamsul
Huda, who is a member of the Cell, read out
a written statement at the conference.,

He said, “We strongly believe that a
section of the bureaucracy has become
hyperactive to hamper disposal of the vested
property cases.”

He guestioned why the land ministry
issued two circulars at the same time -- one
regarding left out properties and the other
for stopping harassment of vested property
claimants.

"We strongly protest this action and
demand withdrawal of the circular,” he
added.

Contacted, Cabinet Secretary Mohammad
Shafiul Alam told The Daily Star that he had
no idea about the land administration
impeding disposal of the cases.

“No one has complained. I suggest that
the people concerned sit with the land
ministry,” he said.

The Cell also spoke of a directive of the
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Dhaka mayors get

minister's status
Ivy of N'ganj deputy minister's

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka's two mayors, Annisul Huq and Sayeed Khokon,
have been given the status and privileges of a minister while
that of Narayanganj, Selina Hayat Ivy, of a deputy minister,
said Cabinet Secretary Mohammad Shafiul Alam quoting
a cabinet division gazette issued and to be effective from
yesterday.

The status of the remaining eight mayors of Khulna,
Sylhet, Rangpur, Barisal, Gazipur, Rajshahi, Comilla and
Chittagong city corporations will remain the same.

According to LGRD ministry sources, Dhaka city mayor
Naziur Rahman Manju was first given the facilities of a state
minister during military dictator HM Ershad's autocratic
rulein 1990.

Later, Awami League supported mayor Mohammad Hanif
enjoyed the status during his tenure from 1994 to 2002.

During BNP rule, the then Dhaka city mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka was given the facilities of a minister during
his tenure from 2002 to 2011.

During caretaker government rule in 2008, AL supported
mayors Talukdar Abdul Khaleque in Khulna, AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton in Rajshahi, Shawkat Hossain Hiron
in Barisal and Badruddin Ahmed Kamran in Sylhet were
awarded the status of a state minister on September 9.
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ISPR protests soldier
recruitment ad on
foreign website

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mobile app for women,

children's safety in offing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT will send those to law enforcers' servers.

State Minister Meher Afroze Chumki
yesterday informed of the plan while
describing different activities of the ministry
at a press briefing in the capital's
Department of Women Affairs.

Secretary Nasima Begum said the app's
experimental release would be in the last
week of June for users of Tongi, Keraniganj
and Jessore and it might be officially
released on August 8 after the difficulties
and outcomes have been analysed.

The ministry will propose allowing
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‘?Jf% FASTING AND URINARY TRACT INFECTION (UTI)

In UTI, intake of fluid is necessary to have a flushing effect to clear the debris
from urinary bladder to prevent stagnation and colonization of bacteria. In
this hot and dry Ramadan, abstinence of food and drink during fasting
hours, can lead to dehydration, further rousing UTI. To tackle this, plenty of
non-sweetened fluid should be consumed between the time of Iftar and
Sehri. Diabetics having previous episodes of UTI should keep their blood
sugar in control since high glucose content in the bladder can aggravate
urine infection and consequently worsen kidney function. Poorly controlled
diabetics with recurrent UTIs and kidney dysfunction should not fast,

Prof. Dr. M. Mujibul Haque Mollah
Consultant, Nephrology

CALL 10666 Fqor Appointment,
0852466 Emergency & Ambulance

The Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs is planning to launch a smartphone
app to protect women and children against
violence and abuse.

If feeling threatened, the user can click a
button on the app, “Joy: an ICT tool to resist
violence against women and children”,
instantly sending an SMS to law enforcers
and relatives.

Noting the location and taking continu-
ous photos on the front and back cameras,
the app, if there is an internet connection,
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Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) yesterday described an
advertisement published on a “foreign” website regarding
soldier recruitment to the Bangladesh Army as “intentional”.

Some vested quarter might have published the advertise-
ment with certain motives, said an ISPR news release signed
by its director Lt Col Mohammad Rashidul Hasan.

The release said advertisement on recruitment to the
Bangladesh Army is published only in Bangla language in
the print media of Bangladesh. No advertisement is given in
any foreign media, either in print or electronic, it added.

Moreover, the salary scale mentioned on the website is
totally baseless, said the release.

No information regarding salary is mentioned in any
advertisement of Bangladesh Army, it added.

According to ISPR, www.karmakshetra.org, a site on
Indian government job recruitment information, recently
published an advertisement in English about soldier
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DHAKA: 6, Central Bashabo, Shabujbagh, Mobile: 01755696153, 48/8 (New), Vasha Shainik Towaha Sharak (Sat Masjid Road), Dhanmondi, Phone: 8142632, Mobile: 01755696154, 33, South Avenue, Gulshan-1, Phone: 9850820, 9853921,

Mobile: 01755696155, Noor Tower, 110 BirUttam C R Dutta Road, Phone: 9669455, Mobile: 01755696156, 963 Shewrapara Mirpur, Phone: 9016897, Mobile: 01755696157, 117 B.B.N Stadium Market PthE' 95351&2 Mobile: 01755696158,
92 & 93 B.B.N Stadium Market, Phone: 9564642, 9564415, Mobile: 01755696159, 54 B.B.N Stadium Market, Phone: 9587128, Mobile: 01755696160, 78, Old Airport Road, Tejkunipara, Tejgaon, Mobile: 01755696161. CHITTAGONG: Shop
No. 23, Ground Floor, Sunmar Ocean City, Nasirabad, Phone: 031-2554740, Mobile: 01755696164, 30, Rifle Club, K C Dey Road, Phone: 031-636507, Mobile: 01755696165, 421/A, New Market, Phone; 031-630774, Mobile:01755696166.
COX'S BAZAR: South Tekpara Main Road, Phone: 0341-62758, Mobile: 01755696169, RANGAMATI: Nishi Enterprise, 1 & 2, Sonali Shopping Complex, Banarupa, Mobile: 01558649811 SYLHET: Tin Tara Biponi, Zindabazar, Phone:
0821-719811, Mobile: 01755696170 BOGRA: Sherpur Road, Phone: 051-64598, Mobile: 01755696171, KHULNA: Jiban Bima Bhaban, 46, KDA Avenue, Shibbari More, Phone : 041-720121, Mobile : 01755696172. RANGPUR: Station Road,
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recruitment to the Bangladesh Army.

Phone : 0521-56554, Mobile: 01755696173. RAJSHAHI: Swoscho Tower 208, Shekher Chalk, Phone : 0721-773047, Mobile: 01755696174.  (iss avaiiabie 3t Channal Pariner & Dasier shops around the country |
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