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Students and cultural activists join a human chain in front of Comilla Press Club in the city yesterday demanding proper
steps to ensure punishment of the killers of Victoria College student and theatre activist Sohagi Jahan Tonu.

Immediate arrest, speedy trial
of Tonu's killers demanded

A CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Students and socio-cultural
activists at a human chain in
Comilla yesterday
demanded immediate arrest
and speedy trial of the killers
of Victoria College student
Sohagi Jahan Tonu.

They also urged the
authorities to immediately
test DNA samples of sus-
pected people.

Tonu's brother Anwar
Hossain Rubel alleged that
their parents were instructed
not to talk with media about

the incident.

“How long parents who
lost their daughter in such a
way could live like this?” he
said.

Speaking at the human
chain on Circuit House
Road in the morning,
Comilla Gonojagoron
Mancha spokesperson
Khairul Anam Raihan said
the authorities should bring
the culprits to book imme-
diately.

Gonojagoron Mancha
activist Abul Kashem urged
the Mainamati Cantonment

authorities to help investi-
gators in identifying the
three persons whose DNA
were found in Tonu's body.

Tonu, also a theatre activ-
ist, was found murdered in a
bush in Mainamati
Cantonment area on March
20.

The gruesome incident
sparked storms of protests
across the country.

On May 16, CID officials
said DNA tests revealed that
Tonu was raped before
being murdered.

The tests found presence

of sperm of three males on
her clothing, exposing the
flaws of the first autopsy that
did not find evidence of
rape and failed to determine
the cause of death.

A second autopsy also
could not determine how
the young theatre activist
died. It did not suggest rape
and only found evidence of
"sexual intercourse" before
her murder.

Marking three months of
the killing, a human chain
will be formed at Comilla's
Pubali Chattar on June 20.

MURDER OF ANANDA GOPAL GANGULY
Jhenidah's panic-stricken
priests dare not go outside

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Thenidah

Priests of different temples in the district are
passing their days in panic since the murder
of Hindu priest Ananda Gopal Ganguly on
June 7.

On the day, Ganguly, 70, was hacked to
death in Jhenidah Sadar upazila in a man-
ner similar to previous killings by suspected
militants.

After the incident, most of the priests of
the district went into hiding, fearing attack
on them.

There are 200 temples in six upazilas of
the district, said Amalendu Biswas, presi-
dent of Kaliganj upazila unit of Bangladesh
Hindu-Bouddha-Christian Oikya Parishad.

Though law enforcers are ensuring them
security following the killing, they fear fresh
attack, he said.

Prafullah Kumar Sarkar, president of
Sadar upazila unit of Puja Ujjapan
Committee, said following the murder of

Ganguly, many panic-stricken priests of the
district town dare not come out of home
even for puja purposes.

A Hindu devotee, Swarajit Biswas of Kali
Mandir area in Kaliganj upazila, said "Fearing
possible further attack by a gang, we cannot go
to temple to perform puja most of the time.”

“We are in great danger as we became
terrorists' targets,” Ram Krishna Banarjee,
priest of Naldanga Siddeshshari Mandir
under Sadar upazila, said, adding that he
will not go to temple until his security is
ensured.

Another priest, Milon Maharaj of Radha
Ballav Mandir in Moheshpur upazila, said,
“I am an inhabitant of Magura. I have been
performing puja at the temple for 22 years
but my family members are now insisting
me to leave this area, fearing further attack.”

Superintendent of Police Gopinath
Kanjilal said they have already engaged a
sub-inspector at each temple, besides plain-
clothes police,
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This bailey bridge on a canal at Gudighata village on Pirojpur-Pathorghata road collapsed
as two stone-laden trucks got on the weak structure at the same time yesterday morning.
The accident left Asadul Islam, helper of one of the trucks, dead.

Gun attack on Bagerhat
UP chairman, 3 arrested

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Police yesterday arrested three people from
Bagerhat town for their alleged involvement
in Tuesday's gun attack on Chingrikhali
Union Parishad (UP) Chairman Talukdar
Ali Akkas Bulu in Morelganj upazila.

The arrestees are Kalam Khan, 42, son of
Wazed Khan of Depuarpar village in
Morelganj upazila and president of
Chingrikhali union unit of
Swechchhasebak League, Khabir Khan, 36,
son of Nurul Islam Khan of the village, and
Rubel Sheikh, 24, son of Hemayet Sheikh of
Borojamua village.

On Tuesday morning, criminals beat and

fired gunshot at Talukdar Ali Akkas, 52, in
front of the union land office in the upazila.

Locals and witnesses said a gang beat up
Ali Akkas, also the general secretary of the
upazila unit of Awami League, around 200
yards away from his residence. They later
shot Akkas in his leg and fled the scene.

Seriously injured Akkas was admitted to
Khulna Medical College Hospital. He was
later shifted to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital as his condition deteriorated.

Officer-in-Charge Rashedul Alam of
Morelganj Police Station said victim's elder
brother Talukdar Alamgir Hossain filed a
case, accusing Khabir Khan and ten others
yesterday.

Indefinite road,
waterway

blockade in
Bandarban

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

The district unit of Awami
League (AL) and its asso-
ciate organisations yester-
day enforced roads and
waterways blockade in the
district for an indefinite
period demanding steps
to rescue the party leader,
who was abducted by an
armed gang from Sadar
upazila on Monday night.

No vehicular movement
was seen anywhere in the
district, nor was any vio-
lence reported till filing of
this report at 3:00pm. No
long-route bus left the dis-
trict town.

Bandarban Engine Boat
Owners' Association
sources said all types of
waterway transportation
were suspended in the dis-
trict.

An unidentified gang
abducted Mongpu Marma,
joint convenor of
Bandarban Sadar upazilla
unit of AL, from Jamchhari
area at around 10:45pm.

Protesting the incident,
the district unit of the
ruling party on Tuesday
held a rally in front of
Bandarban Press Club. At
the rally, the district AL
leaders blamed an armed
group of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) for the
kidnapping.

Contacted, Kwe Shwe
Hla, president of the dis-
trict unit of AL, said PCJSS
is involved in killing,
abduction and extortion in
the hill areas although a
peace accord was signed in
1997

He urged the govern-
ment to conduct a drive
to recover illegal arms
and arrest the armed
cadres of PCJSS. A case
was filed with Sadar
police station yesterday,
accusing some leaders
and activists of PCJSS,
including KS Mong
Marma, central member
of the samity, of kidnap-
ping AL leader Mongpu
Marma, police said.

Additional forces have
been deployed in the
Jamchhari area to avoid any
untoward situation, said
Mizanur Rahman, superin-
tendent of police in
Bandarban.
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