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These people of Kuakata reserve forest area of
Patuakhali district were listed as 'Myanmar citi-
zens' in the recent census of Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics although they belong to families living in
the area for two or three generations and have
national identity (NID) cards as Bangladesh citi-
zens. Inset, one of the victims of the 'folly' shows

his NID card.

PHOTO: STAR

KUAKATA IN PATUAKHALI

Over 100 NID holders listed

as 'Myanmar citizens'

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Over 100 people of 18 fami-
lies in Kuakata reserve forest
area have been listed as
'‘Myanmar citizens'
although they are living in
the area for decades and
they have national identity
(NID) cards as Bangladeshi
citizens.

On June 4, men of
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) distributed a
slip to each family in this
regard as BBS in their
Rohingya census listed these
people as 'Myanmar citizens'.

Protesting the matter, the
families arranged a press

conference at Kuakata Press
Club recently. They
demanded that the authori-
ties revoke the decision
immediately.

"The then local adminis-
tration brought some fami-
lies of our grandfathers in
Pakistan period to take care
of local forest from
Khoshrul village in Cox's
Bazar and since then we are
living in the forest area by
building houses as a piece of
land also given to each
family,” said Abul Kashm,
one of victims.

"As Bangladeshi citizens,
we have national 1D cards. We
are voters in the area and cast

votes in local government and
parliament elections. But BBS
in their recent survey listed us
as Rohingya [Myanmar peo-
ple] thatis very humiliating to
us," he said.

"Now we fear that our
Bangladeshi nationality
might be cancelled
although we are living per-
manently here and enjoying
all government facilities,”
said Mollah, another resi-
dent in the area.

Kuakata municipality
Mayor Abdul Bareq Mollah
said, "Listing those people
as Myanmar people is not
acceptable. They are living
here for 60-70 years. They

gave votes in the recent
municipality polls and
enjoying all facilities as
citizens of Bangladesh, like
other local residents.”

Md Shah Alam, Kalapara
upazila statistics officer,
said, "We listed them as
Myanmar people as they are
not originally from the
area.”

Contacted, Md Jahangir
Hossain, Patuakhali district
statistics officer, said, "We
are trying to categorise them
through the census. There is
no reason for fear of cancel-
lation of their Bangladeshi
nationality as they will be
treated as general citizens."

Barapukuria coal price sees
drastic cut as sale drops

Brickfield operators prefer cheaper imported coal

KONGKON KARMAKER,
Dinajpur

The authorities of
Barapukuria Coal Mining
Company Ltd (BCMCL) in
Parbatipur upazila under
the district cut their coal
price by Tk 5,680 per tonne
in three phases in last six
months as their coal sale
dropped alarmingly against
the imported coal, said
mine officials.

Coal price was raised to
Tk 13,680 from Tk 9,200
end of 2014.

"We have cut the price
considering the buyers
although coal production
cost of Barapukuria is high.
The last decision to cut coal
price became effective on
May 19. Now anyone can by
our coal at Tk 8,000 per
tonne," said Aminuzzaman,

managing director (MD) of
BCMCL.

Sale of coal has slightly
gone up following the price
reduction, he added.

BCMCL officials said
their sale dropped alarm-
ingly as large quantities of
coal imported from other
countries including India,
Indonesia and Malaysia are
available at Tk 7,000-8,000
pertonne.

Coal price was first cut by
Tk 2,680 on November 29
last year to cope with the
lower prices of imported
coal. Price again was cut by
Tk 2,000 on December 25 as
the response from the buy-
ers specially the brickfield
operators was little.

Finally they cut the coal
price again by Tk 1,000 per
tonne on May 19.

Posters with latest coal
price were pasted every-
where in the district to dis-
seminate the latest coal rate
among the buyers.

Mine sources said
Bangladesh Power
Development Board (PDB)
is the largest coal consumer
of Barapukuria Coal Mining
Company Ltd for operating
the 250MW coal fired power
plant near the coalmine,

The power plant con-
sumes 2,000 tonnes of coal
daily.

The brickfields across the
country are second largest
coal consumers of BCMCL.
But a large number of these
brickfields bake their bricks
with cheaperimported coal.

Meanwhile, the coal yard
of BCMCL is currently
stocked with over 2.50 lakh

tonnes of coal against the
usual capacity of two lakh
tonnes.

"The daily production
rate of the mine is nearly
4,000 tonnes while the
average daily sale, excluding
the amounts supplied to the
PDB's power plant, is
around 1,000 tonnes. And
so, more and more coal is
being added to the stock in
the coal yard," said an offi-
cial seeking anonymity.

Coalmine officials said
the imported coal has high
sulphur while the coal pro-
duced in Barapukuria con-
tains less sulphur and it has
high heating value.

Use of coal with high
sulphur is not good for
environment, said Md
Aminuzzaman, MD of
BCMCL.
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Huge quantities of extracted coal lie stocked on the yard of Barapukuria coal mine in Parbatipur upazila under Dinajpur

district as sale of the item remains too poor due to import of cheaper coal from abroad.
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Man to die
for killing

uncle

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Prrojpur

A Pirojpur court yesterday
awarded death penalty to a
man for killing his uncle in
Sadarupazilain 2013.

The convict is Nibash
Shil, 30, son of Sukhoranjan
Shil of Tona village under

the upazila.
Md Golam Kibria, district
and sessions judge

Pronounced the verdict in
the presence of Nibash at
noon. The court also fined
him Tk 20,000.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Nibash went to his
maternal uncle Hemlal
Shil's house at Sholoshato
village under Nazirpur
upazila in the district on
September 8, 2013, to get
back Tk 1 lakh that Hemal
had earlier borrowed from
Nibash's mother.

As Hemlal refused to give
the money, Nibash locked
in an altercation with his
uncle. At one stage, he
stabbed his uncle, leaving
him dead on the spot.

Hemlal's family mem-
bers caught Nibash and
handed him over to the
police. Hemlal's son
Shyamol Shil filed a case,
accusing Nibash, the next
day.

Trader's body
exhumed
after 3
months

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

The body of a trader, killed
about three months ago,
was exhumed from a grave-
yard in Kushtia town yester-
day, following a court order.

The victim, Kazi
Mahmudul Hasan Sajal of
Chourhas area of the dis-
trict, was killed at
Loknathpur village in
Damurhuda upazila of
Chuadanga district on
March 18. He ran a poultry
farm there.

According to a case filed
with Damurhuda Police
Station by the victim's youn-
ger brother Kazi Emaj
Uddin, Sajal had a feud with
some people of Kushtia over
previous financial transac-
tion. Anisur Rahman, a
suspended police sub-
inspector of Milpara area of
Kushtia town and a friend of
Sajal, threatened Sajal in
February that he would kill
him,

Sajal lodged a general
dairy (GD) with
Damurhuda Police Station
in this regard.

On March 18, Anisur
Rahman with three accom-
plices went to Sajal's farm.
They stayed at the farm and
strangled Sajal at the night.
Later, they announced that
Sajal died of a cardiac arrest.

The body was buried
without any post-mortem
examination.

Emaj filed a case with
Kushtia Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court on May 1
after the real fact of the of
Sajal's death came out.

After hearing, the court
ordered police to exhume
the body.

A team led by Dr Tapos
Kumar Sarkar of Kushtia
General Hospital exhumed
the body atabout 4:30pm.

Two siblings
electrocuted

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Two siblings died from
electrocution at
Sitajsingha village in Sadar
upazila of Jessore district
yesterday.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Torab Ali, 33, son of
Akbar Ali of the village, and
his sister Sabina Yeasmin,
24,

Sohrab Hossain, brother
of the deceased, said Torab
sustained injuries as he
came in contact with a live
electric wire while hanging
wet clothes on a clothesline
at about 7:30pm. His sister
Sabina also got electro-
cuted when she tried to save
him.

They were rushed to
Jessore Medical College
Hospital where doctors
declared them dead.

RAPE OF BAUFAL WOMAN, DAUGHTER

2 accused Swechchhasebak
League leaders expelled

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Baufal upazila unit of Swechchhasebak
League has expelled two leaders from the
party on charge of raping a woman and her
college-going daughter in the upazila of the
district on Saturday.

They are Nur Alam Mallik, vice president
of ward Nol unit of Swechchhasebak
League, and its organising secretary Abdur
Rahim.

"We expelled them from the party as the

allegation brought against them was found
true,” said Md Harun-ur-Rashid Khan, presi-
dent of Baufal upazila unit of
Swechchhasebak League.

Rahim and Mallik are accused in the gang
rape case. Of them, the latter was caught by
locals from the spot and then handed over
to police.

The arrestee was later produced in a court
that sent him to jail, said Saiful Islam, inves-

tigation officer of the case.

Maize farming a boon for
Lalmonirhat char farmers

S Diuie Roy, Lalmonirhat

Maize cultivation on the abandoned sandy
chars of the district has brought prosperity
to the farmers.

Nabiul Islam, 56, of Bowalmari char
village earned a profit Tk 55,000 from sell-
ing 272 maunds of maize that he cultivated
on three acres of char land on the Dharla
River under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. He
spent Tk 10,000 for cultivating the crop on
the land that had been abandoned for 20
years, he said.

“We started farming maize on aban-
doned chars three years ago, and since then
we have been earning good profit,” said
farmer Delwar Hossain of the same village.

Shafiqul Islam, 48, of Shiberkuti village,
said maize farming provides an opportunity
to them to come out of poverty. “In the past,
our char lands had been abandoned for
years as we did not know how to cultivate
maize,” he added.

Afzal Hossain, 56, of Teesta River char
Gaddimari under Hatibandha upazila said,
“We used to think that char lands were a
burden as we didn't get any crops from
there, but now these char lands are giving us
bumper crops, especially maize, every year.”
“l1 have already earned a pmfit of Tk
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1,20,000 from selling maize, and hope to
earn profit of Tk 50,000 more from selling
the rest of the crop stored in my house,” he
said, adding that he cultivated maize on 10
acres of land this year.

Before farming maize on char lands,
farmers had difficulty in maintaining their
families, said farmer Harun Shaikh, 65, of
Dawabari village. "Maize gives us good
profit, helping us to become solvent,” he
said, adding that he cultivated maize on six
acres of land.

Helal Uddin, 50, of Jamirbari village
under Kaliganj upazila, said there are addi-
tional benefits in farming maize as the
stems are used as firewood round the year.
"Sometimes we make extra money by sell-
ing maize stems,” he added.

A source in the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) said maize was
cultivated on 26,000 hectares of charland in
five upazilas of the district this year, of
which around 11,000 hectares are in the
Teesta and Dharla river basins.

Farmers get 90-110 maunds of maize
from one acre of land spending Tk 10,000-
Tk 15,000. They also get 7-10 maunds of
stems. One maund of stem is priced at Tk
220-Tk 250. One maund of maize is being
sold at Tk 420-Tk 450 in the farmers' homes.
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A farmer family process harvested maize at Shiberkuti, a village in a sandy char (land-
mass emerging from riverbed) area of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.
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