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Apple opens Siri to
outside developers

REUTERS, San Francisco

Apple Inc is opening its popular Siri
digital assistant to outside developers,
which means iPhone users could
soon be able to hail rides with Uber,
publish photos on Shutterfly or make
a call on Skype with voice commands.

The move, announced at its
Worldwide Developers Conference in
San Francisco on Monday, is Apple's
latest attempt to spruce up the iPhone
experience as sales of the best-selling
product flag.

The world's best-known technol-
ogy company also gave a demonstra-
tion of Siri on the Mac computer,
which for the first time will be able to
search for photos, documents, music
and other files via voice commands.
Siri will also work similarly with
Apple TV,

Among other revamps, it said its
Apple Pay mobile payment system
would be able to work for some
internet purchases on its Safari
browser, including on Mac comput-
ers, representing a challenge to PayPal
Holdings Inc. Apple is also adding
Siri's artificial intelligence to its
messaging app, which will get quick
access to emojis and new ways to
expand and change how texts are
displayed.

The presentation was kicked off by
Apple Chief Executive Tim Cook
asking for a moment of silence for the
victims of Sunday's mass shooting in
Orlando, Florida.

That was followed up by a demon-
stration of a new operating system for
the Apple Watch that opens apps
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Apple CEO Tim Cook delivers the keynote address at Apple's annual
Worldwide Developers Conference in San Francisco, California on Monday.

much faster than the previous ver-
sion, and lets users write messages
with their finger on the watch face,
including in Chinese.

Apple's Siri move was largely fore-
seen by analysts, and the event itself
did not grip investors as some of
Apple's product announcements have
in the past. Its shares were down 1.1
percent at $97.65 in afternoon trad-
ing, near where they were at the start
of the presentation,

"Whatever news comes out of it
(the conference) might matter to
some short-term traders but won't
affect our view on the stock," said
Mark Mulholland, portfolio manager
of the Matthew 25 fund, during the
presentation. "We're going to hold

this stock for at least another three
years, because it has such a dominant
position in the phone market.”

Siri is the most visible aspect of
Apple's artificial intelligence pro-
gram, commonly known as Al. Rivals
such as Microsoft Corp and Alphabet
Inc's Google are investing heavily in
their own digital assistants, analysts
say.

"Apple just can't stand still in light of
this competition," said analyst Tim
Bajarin of Creative Strategies. Apple
acknowledged a number of developers'
grievances this month by allowing ads
in App Store search results, which gives
them a way to stand out in a sea of apps.
And it will give developers a bigger cut of
revenues on subscription apps.

German bonds
go negative
for first time

BBC NEwS

The interest rate on 10-
year bonds issued by the
German government has
turned negative for the
first time.

Fears about the global
economy and a possible
UK departure from the EU
have prompted investors
to pay to own "Bunds”.

Stock markets have
suffered further falls,
with the FTSE 100 in
London sinking below
6,000 points for the first
time since February.

Wall Street fell over-
night, as did most mar-
kets in Asia, while gold
rose 1.4 percent.

Returns on 10-year
UK government bonds
fell by a significant
amount - 0.06 percent-
age points - to a record
low of 1.146 percent.

The decline in yields,
or returns, for govern-
ment bonds reflects
strong demand from
investors for a safe place
to park their money.

In the case of Germany,
the yield has fallen to
minus 0.028 percent -
meaning investors are
prepared to pay, rather
than be paid, to own
bonds. Ulrich Kater, econ-
omist at DeKaBank, said:
"A huge driving factor... is
the heightened uncertainty
over a possible Brexit,
which is driving investors
into the safe haven of
German sovereign bonds.
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APEX

Rajan Pillai, chief operating officer of Apex Footwear, opens its new flagship outlet at Khulshi in Chittagong yesterday. Taifur Rahman, head
of retail operations, was also present.
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1.2 million bpd,

the Middle East.

IEA sees oil market
balance in 2016, surplus
to re-emerge next year

The oil market is now in balance thanks to unplanned
outages and robust demand, particularly from emerg-
ing economies, but this equilibrium will tilt into
surplus again early next year, the International Energy

The agency said in its monthly report that demand
growth in 2017 is likely to reach 1.3 million barrels per
day (bpd), the same level at which it estimates growth
for this year, having revised up its May 2016 forecast of

"Again, on the planning assumption that Opec oil
production grows modestly in 2017, we expect to see
global oil stocks build slightly in the first half of 2017
before falling slightly more in the second half of 2017.
For the year as a whole, there will be a very small stock
draw of 0.1 million bpd," the [EA said.

"At halfway in 2016, the oil market looks to be
balancing; but we must not forget that there are large
volumes of shut-in production, mainly in Nigeria and
Libya, that could return to the market, and the strong
start for oil demand growth seen this year might not be
maintained," the Paris-based agency said.

Most of the anticipated demand growth this year
and in 2017 is expected to come from nations that are
not part of the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development, the agency said.

"We must stress that this is our first look at 2017
and the huge number of moving parts will see us
amend our numbers accordingly. However ... the
direction of travel seems to be clear,” the IEA said.

The IEA's latest demand estimate for the first three
months of this year shows global oil deliveries rising by
1.6 million bpd to 95.2 million bpd, with nine out of
every 10 extra barrels going to a non-OECD economy.

On the supply side, the IEA said output fell by
590,000 bpd year-on-year to 95.4 million bpd in May,
the first major decline since the start of 2013, as spend-
ing cuts and outages reduced non-Opec production by
1.3 million bpd from a year earlier.

Having fallen by 900,000 bpd in 2016, non-Opec
supply growth is expected to rise by 200,000 bpd in
2017, lifting output to 57 million bpd, the IEA said.

Crude output from the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries fell by 100,000 bpd in
May to 32.61 million bpd, after a spate of attacks on
oil infrastructure in Nigeria offset higher output from
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India's cotton planting seen
falling to seven-year low

REUTERS, Mumbai

Cotton planting in India, the world's biggest
producer, is likely to fall to the lowest in
seven years in the 2016/2017 marketing
season as farmers switch to other crops,
potentially cutting production and exports

of the fibre.

A pest attack in key cotton growing states
and forecasts of good monsoon rains are
also prompting farmers to plant other crops

such as sugarcane, peanut and pulses.

Lower cotton shipments from India
could support global prices, now trading
near their strongest level since August 2015,
and boost exports from rivals like Brazil,

Australia and United States.

"We are expecting around 7 percent drop
in area," Dhiren Sheth, president of the
Cotton Association of India told Reuters. He
said farmers would likely opt to plant pulses
and peanuts, also known as ground nuts.

A 7 percent reduction would cut the
country's cotton planting area to around 11

million hectares in the next marketing year
that starts on Oct. 1, the lowest since
2009/10. That compares to 11.9 million
hectares in the current marketing year.

An attack of whitefly pest in two northern
states and lower prices during harvest s also
prompting farmers to switch to other crops,
said Paresh Valia, an exporter based in
Bhavnagar district in western Gujarat, the
top cotton producing state.

Most Indian farmers start planting cotton
with the onset of monsoon rains in June,
although some with irrigation facilities can
start as early as May.

The India Meteorological Department had
forecast above average rainfall during the
June-September monsoon season, after two
straight years of drought that ravaged crops.

Good monsoon rains could push farmers
in Maharashtra, the second-biggest cotton
producer, to instead plant sugarcane, which
needs more water, said Chirag Patel, chief
executive officer at Jaydeep Cotton Fibers
Pvt Ltd, a leading exporter.

Request for Expression of Interest

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

1. | Ministry/division Ministry of Defence.

2. | Agency Survey of Bangladesh (SOB).

3. | Procuring entity name Surveyor General of Bangladesh.

4, | Procuring entity district Dhaka, Bangladesh.

5. | Expression of interest for selection | Local Consultants.

of

6. | EOIRef No. 730/11-G-DRGA (Consultant).

7. | Date 09-06-2016

8. | Procurement method Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS).

9. | Budget and source of funds GOB Fund.

10. | Project/program name Improvement of Digital Mapping System of Survey of
Bangladesh (2nd Revised).

11. | EOQI closing date and time 20 July 2016 at 11:00am.

12. Brief description of Assignment: Qualification and Experience:

(a) Server Administrator: 1 Person (a) Server Administrator:

(1) Ensure computer systems and
database backups, archiving, data recovery
and provide expert support when
necessary.

(2) Protect internal and external computer
system data from unauthorized users.

(3) Maintain LAN and internet connectivity,
products (Hub, Switches, Routers and
Firewalls) and their installation and
configuration.

(4) Configure troubleshoot and maintain
Active Directory, DNS Server and File
Server on Windows & other Platforms.

(5) Configure troubleshoot, and maintain
Proxy, Samba, FTP, Web Server and
maintain Mail Server.

(6) Maintain Database Servers (SQL
Server, My SQL, and Oracle).

(8) Adequate knowledge on Data backup
and restore in both Windows and Linux.
(9) Support for Microsoft Windows client
and server networking and application
software technologies.

(10) Configure troubleshoot and maintain
storage systems.

1 Minimum B.Sc. in computer Science and Engineering
(CSE) or related discipline & professional certification in
MCSE/MCSA.

Preferences:

(1) Experience in developing and using drive imaging
technologies, server and client based antivirus
protection strategies, and robust automated backup
solutions.

(2) Strong understanding of TCP/IP.

(3) Familiar with any enterprise grade Backup software
experience with Backup Exec is a plus.

(4) Very good orientation with CISCO mid ranged
Routers.

(5) Familiar with Optical Fiber based LAN deployment.
(6) Experience with any Linux distribution is a strong
plus.

(7) Experience with any enterprise grade Server and
SCSI Devices (Experience with HP DL 580, 380, 360 is
a strong plus).

(8) Good knowledge on Data Centre/NOC Standards
and practices.

(b) Database Administrator (Part time): 1
Person

(1) The consultant will be engaged in GIS
basic Data preparation.

(2) The consultant will have to carry out
Geo-referencing, rectification and
radiometric correction of satellite
images/aenal photographs.

(3) Manage and update Geo-Data base
using spatial database engine (SDE)
through Microsoft SQL sever.

(4) Impart GIS training to skill our
operators.

(5) The consultant should be responsible to
develop dynamic/automated procedure to
speed up the GIS workflow of the project.
(6) The consultant will have to provide
different GIS services using Server GIS
software as per necessity.

(b) Database Administrator (Part time)

(1) Minimum B. Sc. degree from any recognised
university.

(2) Higher Diploma/Degree in GIS from any
universityfinstitute will be preferred.

(3) Should have knowledge and experience of using
Arc GIS and ERDAS Imagine or CAD map or any
compatible GIS mapping software.

(4) Must have knowledge of software system analysis,
design preparation and its application.

(5) Must have sufficient knowledge and experience of
handling huge data using DBMS software.

13. Other Details:

a. The consultant should have minimum 5 (five) years recent working experience in the related field.
b. The consultant should be well convergent in IT sector.

c. Age not exceeding 45 years.

d. Fluency in speaking and writing English is a must.
e. The consultant must have the capability of imparting training to the SOB technicians in the relevant

field.

f. Surveyor General of Bangladesh invites eligible applicants to indicate their interest in providing the
services. Applicants are invited to provide information indicating that they are qualified fo perform the

services (complete CV with other details).

g. A consultant will be selected using the selection method of individual consultant as per Public

Procurement Regulations 2008.

h. The services are likely to commence on 01 August 2016 and shall be completed on 30 June 2017.
.. Interested applicants are requested to submit their expression of interest.

15.  Name of official inviting EOI

16.  Designation of the official

17.  Address of the official inviting
EQI

18.  Contact defails of official
inviting EQI

Major Montasir Mamun.
Project Manager.
Survey of Bangladesh, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208.

Telephone No. +880-2-8130896,
Fax: +880-2-9117463, 8120214,
E-mail: info@sob.gov.bd
Website: http://www.sob.gov.bd

19.  The Expression of Interest (EOI) in four sets (One Original + Three Duplicate) shall be
submitted in sealed envelope, delivered to Project Manager, Survey of Bangladesh, Tejgaon,
Dhaka-1208 by 20 July 2016 at 11:00am and clearly marked "Request for Expression of

Interest”,

20.  Application: Standard Request for Application (SRFA) is available in Project Manager's office
during office hours (free of cost) for submission of EQI.
21, The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all EQls.
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