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Wholesalers crowd the N'ganj village
famous for soft cotton fabrics

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA
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On a mundane Monday, the sun shone brightly in the front
yard of the home-cum-factory of Igbal Hossain and his wife
but they were arranging batiks in neat folds, not caring
about the heat.

To meet the production target ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr, Igbal
at Banti village in Narayanganj recently hired four seasonal
workers.

They have been working 12-14 hours a day along with
four regular workers. Still the whole process of dyeing,
printing, washing, drying, folding, packaging and market-
ing became an arduous task to complete.

So, the couple themselves joined in.

Igbal now makes 1,500 three pieces for women a week
compared to 500 atany usual time.

The demand for the soft cotton materials goes up with the
onset of summer. This year, it has increased manifold due to
Eid, encouraging businesses to intensify their production.

“We [husband and wife| are working nowadays along
with the workers as they are finding it difficult to finish the
task timely,” Igbal said.
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Batik clothes are being made, packaged and shipped in Banti of
Araihazar in Narayanganj. Some 1,200 families in the village, who
are in the business, are passing busy days ahead of the upcoming
Eid. The photos were taken recently.

[S losing territory in
[raq, Syria, Libya

Coalition forces advance in Mosul, Falluja, encircle militant-held

town; Sirte battle rages amid series of suicide car bombings

AGENCIES capturing another village on the way.

"In the beginning they resisted but
when they saw the force they with-
drew," said an Iraqi officer speaking
from the newly recaptured village of
Kharaib Jabr, adjacent to Haj Ali.

Haj Ali sits on the eastern bank of
the Tigris river, opposite the Islamic
State hub of Qayara, where there is an
airfield that is set to serve as a staging
ground for future operations to recap-
ture Mosul, about 60 km north.

IS overran Mosul two years ago and

Islamic State insurgents have been facing
major assaults on three fronts as Iraqi
troops advanced against the jihadists
south of Mosul yesterday and the US-led
coalition intensified its campaign in
Syria's Manbij and Libya's Sirte.

Officers involved in the operation
said Iraqi forces had moved towards
the village of Haj Ali in tanks and
armoured vehicles under cover of
coalition airstrikes and artillery fire,

went on to proclaim a caliphate strad-
dling Iraq and Syria but has come under
increasing pressure in recent months,
losing ground to an array of forces.

[raqi forces are also advancing on
the edge of the Islamic State bastion of
Falluja further south, while in Syria
US-backed forces are encircling the
militant-held town of Manbij.

The Iraqi army said yesterday it had
secured the first safe exit route for
civilians to leave Falluja, and a
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A policeman frisks a biker on Darussalam Road in the capital yesterday as a nationwide crack-
down against militants and other criminals continues. Police have so far rounded up 85 sus-
pected militants and over 5,000 other people since the drive began early Friday.
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Girl, mother
'gang-raped'

in trawler
AL man caught by fishermen

while fleeing

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

SC upholds HC verdict

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

GOVERNING BODIES OF PvT SCHOOLS, COLLEGES

MPs must not be at
helm without polls

A woman, aged around 35, and her col-
lege-going daughter have allegedly been
gang raped in a trawler at Bauphal upazila
in Patuakhali, said police,

A leader of Swechchhasebak League, a
pro-Awami League body, has been
arrested.

schools and colleges without elections.

on the HC verdict.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 7

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld a High Court verdict that scrapped the
rules allowing lawmakers to become governing body heads of private

A four-member bench of the Appellate Division headed by Chief Justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha passed a "no order” on two petitions seeking a stay

The petitions were filed by the capital's Vigarunnisa Noon School and
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ASSAULT ON OFFICIAL

HC asks
AL MP to

surrender
by June 20

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rejecting the bail petition
of ruling Awami League
lawmaker Mustafizur
Rahman Chowdhury, the
High Court yesterday
ordered him to surrender
betore the lower court
concerned by June 20 in a
case filed for assaulting an
upazila election officer.

The HC bench of Justice
M Enayetur Rahim and
Justice Amir Hossain
passed the order after hear-
ing Mustafizur's plea that
sought his anticipatory bail
in the case.

The Chittagong-16 con-
stituency lawmaker
appeared before the bench
during the hearing.

The HC turned down
the petition of Mustafizur,
considering the gravity of
the allegation brought
against him in the case,
Deputy Attorney General
Shaikh AKM
Moniruzzaman Kabir told
The Daily Star.

He also said if
Mustafizur did not surren-
der before the lower court
by June 20, law enforcers
could arrest him,

On June 1, Mustafizur
allegedly "beat" and "ver-
bally" abused Banshkhali
Upazila Election Officer
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PRAYER TIMING JUNE 13
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN  3-44 12-45 5-00 6-50 8-15
JAMAAT 3-49 1-15 515 7-00 8-45
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The lost cities
of Cambodia

AFP, Phnom Penh

Unprecedented new details of medieval cities
hidden under jungle in Cambodia near Angkor
Wat have been revealed using lasers, archaeologists
said yesterday, shedding new light on the civilisa-
tion behind the world's largest religious complex.
SEE PAGE 13 COL 7

UN removes
Saudi Arabia
from blacklist

Bangladesh, Jordan
UAE 'contacted UN
to protest blacklisting'

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh govern-
ment has sided with Saudi
Arabia to request the UN to
remove a Saudi-led coali-
tion from a UN blacklist, as
Dhaka and Riyadh are
friends for long, former and
current diplomats have said.
In its annual report on
children in armed conflict
published recently, the
United Nations added the
Saudi-led 10-nation coalition
to its list of shame after
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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