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TCB suspends OMS in 8

N dists after only 6 days

Move to check prices in Ramadan thwarted as greedy
traders allegedly act from behind

EAM ASADUZZAMAN,
MNilphamari

I'rading Corporation of
Bangladesh (TCB) on
Thursday suspended sale of
different goods at subsi-
dised prices in all eight
northern districts of
Rangpur division except the
city corporation area.

The unexpected move,
after operating only six
working days from June 1,
came as a matter of concern
for consumers in the north-
ern districts including
Nilphamari during the holy
Ramadan.

The government
approved TCB rate fora kg of
sugar is Tk 48, that of soy-
bean oil Tk 80, chick pea Tk
70 and musur pulses Tk 90
while the items are selling in
open markets at Tk 60, Tk
90, Tk 85 and Tk 130 respec-
tively.

A person can purchase
highest four kg of sugar, five
litres of soybean oil, five kg
of chickpea and two kg of
musur pulses in a day.

"As per directive of com-
merce ministry, my office
suspended operations in
district level on Thursday,"
said Miskatul Alam, in
charge of TCB in Rangpur
division,

"However, the sale will
continue only in Rangpur
City Corporation area on
trucks of five dealers. A
dealer will get 400 kg of
sugar, 500 kg of chickpea,
250 litres of soyabean oil
and 200 kg of musur pulses
for sale per day and operate
in all working days except
two holidays in a week till
the end of Ramadan,” he
said.

Despite repeated query
by this correspondent, Alam
did not explain the reason of
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Buyers gather in front of a truck at DC Office intersection in Nilphamari town on
Wednesday as Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB) arranged sale of different
essential commodities at fair prices. But the facility, aimed at keeping prices of differ-
entitems at tolerable level during the ongoing Ramadan, ceases to exist in eight north-
ern districts under Rangpur division, except the city corporation area, as TCB stopped

the programme on Thursday.

taking such decision by the
authorities.

Rahmatullah Ruhul
Chunnu, president of dis-
trict TCB dealers associa-
tion, alleged that the author-
ities have bowed down to
the pressure of a section of
influential traders who want
to make high profit during
the Ramadan.

"Following the decision,
we have to face wvarious
questions from consumers,"
said Sotyen Roy, a TCB
dealer.

Transport worker Omar
Ali said he had planned to
save money by purchasing
essential items of Ramadan
from TCB dealers but now

he is frustrated due to stop-
ping of the sale.

"The government should
continue selling of essen-
tial goods to us at subsi-
dized rates as we the pro-
ducers of paddy, wheat and
other food grains often
incur losses,” said Hatem
Ali, a marginal farmer of
Chaora village in Sadar
upazila.

Babul Akhtar, a grocer
in Nilphamari municipal-
ity market, said his sale,
like many others’,
decreased significantly
after TCB had started sell-
ing goods at lower rates in
open market.

Noresh Chandra Roy,

former district unit presi-
dent of Sacheton Nagorik
Committee, said, “The
government had commit-
ment to keep market prices
within the reach of common
people in Ramadan and so,
sale of goods at subsidised
prices should not be
stopped.”

Nilphamari Deputy
Commissioner Zakir
Hossain said, "There is
high demand of TCB items
in the district. I have sent
message to the higher
authorities, mentioning
the need for resuming TCB
operation with increased
supply throughout the
Ramadan.”
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Abducted
housewife
rescued

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Police rescued an abducted
housewife from a house in
Muktagachha municipality
of the district on Friday, five
days after her abduction

The victim is Sabina
Yeasmin, 32, wife of Rony
Islam Munna of Paratongi
area of the municipality.

Police said Sabina,
mother of two children, was
on her way to a local bazar
from her house last Sunday
morning when one
Sekandar Badsha allegedly
waylaid her and forced her
to get on a rickshaw.

Sabina was kept captive
at a house at Nandibari area
of the municipality, said
Abu Mohammad Fazlul
Karim, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Muktagachha
Police Station.

On the following day,
Sekandar phoned Rony and

demanded Tk one lakh as
ransom for release of

Sabina.

Rony informed the
police, who, on the basis of
his statement, arrested
Sekandar tracking his
cellphone, Police rescued
Sabina from the house, the
OC said.

Two outlaws
arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) arrested
two outlaws from a char
area in Tangail Sadar
upazila on Friday after-
noon.

They also seized a
revolver from their posses-
sion, said Additional Police
Superintendent Mohiuddin
Faruge of Rab-12.

The two were accused in a
number of cases including
one for murder, said the
ASP.

An arms case was filed
with Tangail Model Police
Station against the arrestees,
he said.

Storms kill 2, damage
over 100 houses in
Patuakhali, Pirojpur

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two women were killed
and over 100 houses dam-
aged as storms lashed three
upazilas of Patuakhali and
Pirojpur districts yesterday
morning.

The storms also uprooted
several hundred trees and
electric poles in the
upazilas.

Our Patuakhali corre-
spondent reported that
two women were killed in
Sadar and Galachipa
upazilas as their mud
houses collapsed under
the falling trees.

The deceased are Tanjila
Begum, 19, daughter of
Kuddus Hawlader of
Hartaki Baria willage in
Sadar upazila; and Selina
Begum, 25, of Bhanga vil-
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lage in Galachipa upazila.

Hanif Sikder, 55, Chan
Baru, 50, of Chotobighai
village and Salma Begum,
22, of Sharikkhali village
under Sadar upazila were
injured while they were
going to another place from
their houses to take shelter.
Salma Begum was admitted
to Patuakhai General
Hospital.

One and a half years old
Nirob went missing as a
boat capsized in the
Ramnabad River during the
storm, His parents Badol
Sikder and Kulsum man-
aged to swim ashore.

Away in Pirojpur, a
storm damaged over 100
houses, several hundred
trees and many electric
poles at Pattashi union
under Zianagar upazila of

the district yesterday morn-
ing, reports our correspon-
dent.

The storm started lashing
Kalaiva, Pattashi,
Bhabanipur, Charani
Pattashi, and Charakhali
villages at around 10:00am
and lasted for halfan hour.

Md A Gani Khan, a mem-
ber of Pattashillnion
Parishad (UP) member of
Ward No 8, said the storm
damaged over 20 houses
and uprooted a large num-
ber of trees in his ward.

Md Ruhul Amin, mem-
ber of Ward No 9 under the
same union, said the
storm caused huge losses
to the people of his ward.
Electric poles and a good
number of trees were
uprooted in the ward, he
added.

PHOTO: STAR

A house lies badly damaged at Kalaiya village in Zianagar upazila under Pirojpur district
after a storm battered the area yesterday morning.
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PHOTO: STAR
Bangladesh Hindu-Bouddha-Christian Oikya Parishad forms a human chain on DB Road

in Gaibandha town yesterday demanding punishment of the criminals who killed several
priests,imams and devotees belonging to different religions across the country recently.

Man murdered in
Naogaon, 5 held

Missing youth found dead

in Kishoreganj

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Law enforcers recovered the
bodies of a murdered man
and another missing youth
from Naogaon and
Kishoreganj districts in the
last two days.

Police recovered the body
of a man, who went missing
four days ago, from
Naogaon Sadar upazila
yesterday:.

They also arrested five
people in this connection,
reports our Dinajpur corre-
spondent.

The arrestees include
Hasan Ali, 38, Sukur Ali, 28,
and Shahin Ahmed, 27,
Hasna Begum, 31, and
Banya Begum, 26.

The deceased is Tunin
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Sardar, 36, son of Abul
Sardar of Shimulia area
in the upazila, reports
our Dinajpur correspon-
dent.

Police said Tuhin on
Tuesday went out of his
house with Tk 20,000 to
buy cow from a local
market. Since then he
remained missing. Later,
family members
informed the law enforc-
ers about the matter.

On Friday, Sadar police
arrested Hasan, Sukur and
Shahin of the area. acting
Hasan's confessional state-
ment, police recovered the
body from his house.

Later, they also arrested
the two women in connec-
tion with the incident.

During primary inter-
rogation, the five con-
fessed that they took away
Tk 20,000 after killing
Tuhin.

A murder case was filed in
this connection, said OC
Zakirul Islam of Naogaon
Sadar Police Station.

Away in Kishoreganj, the
body of a young man was
recovered from a water body
in Thaneswar area under
Itna upazila of the district
on Friday.

The victim is Faruq Miah,
28, son of Ahad Miah of the
upazila, reports our
Mymensingh correspon-
dent.

Farug went out of his
house on Wednesday noon
and did not return since
then.

Informed by locals,
police recovered the body
from the water body on
Friday night and sent it to
Kishoreganj General
Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Farug might have
drowned in the water, said
Md Abdul Malek, officer-
in-charge of Itna Police
Station.

HABIGAN]

One killed, 30 hurt in
post-polls violence

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A youth was killed and at least 20 others
were injured during a post-polls clash
between the supporters of the elected union
parishad (UP) member and the defeated
candidate in Madhabpur upazila of
Habiganj district Friday evening.

The deceased was identified as Faruq
Miah, 30, son of Alfu Miah of Khoroki vil-
lage under the upazila,
Mohiuddin, duty doctor of Habiganj Sadar
Hospital said Faruq succumbed to his inju-

ries at midnight.

Of the injured, five were admitted to
Habiganj Sadar Hospital, seven to
Madhabpur Upazila Health Complex and

Dr Golam

two to a private clinic, while the rest were
given first aid at the heath complex.

Locals said the clash erupted at Khoroki
village at around 5:30pm when a victory
procession of newly elected UP member
Monai Miah of Jagadishpur Union Parishad
came under attack by the supporters of
defeated member candidate Abdul Hai.

Both sides were equipped with sticks
and other weapons and the clash gradu-
ally spread over the entire village and the
adjacent areas.

Law enforcers from Madhabpur Police

Station rushed to the spot and struggled for

an hour to bring the situation under con-
trol. They fired rubber bullets and tear gas
shells to disperse the feuding parties.
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