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SALMA MOHAMMAD ALI

The possibilities, when it comes to school events, are
endless — competitions, Model UNs, tournaments and
so on. Organising one such event whether you're the
president of a school club or simply because you're
volunteering to do something at school, is no easy task.
Here are some tips to help you.

Choosing a name for your event may not be too
difficult or time consuming, but throw in as much cre-
ativity as you can muster up because the name will
attract participants. Choosing a date(s) for this event
will actually take more thought, don't choose one that's
a holiday. It's also wise to steer clear of long weekends
when people are likely to travel and cause low atten-
dance.

Your event will be held under the school banner so
make sure you have permission from the authority.
Providing them with a copy of your plans at every stage
is very important. Don't do anything your school
authority will disapprove of. Make sure - if this is a
competition, are students allowed to carry gadgets? How
many spectators are allowed inside the venue?

Getting the word across and communicating with
participants can be conveniently done using a Facebook
group and/or event page. You will probably be required
to issue formal notices and sign- up forms to the stu-
dents/participants through the school. Prepare early and
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don't invite last minute hassles.

Good food is integral to a successful event. First you
will need an estimate of the number of people that need
to be fed. A shortage of food is just terrible and an

excess could be equally bad - waste of funds and food.
If your school canteen is unavailable or inefficient,
ensure that the place you're ordering from is capable of
producing and maybe delivering a large amount of
food. After deciding on a reliable and reputed caterer,
order with time in hand and monitor the progress. Try
to get discounts as you're buying in bulk. If the place
won't deliver someone will need to go and get the food,
make those arrangements prior to the event.

Funding is an important issue, your school may take
care of some expenses and the rest may be funded
through a school club fund but the most likely source is
participation fees from students. How much you'll be
asking for depends on the event's expenses. Speak to
caterers, suppliers of ID cards, certificates (Nilkhet all
the way) and anything else you may need for your event
and prepare an estimate of costs. Predict the number of
participants then proceed to calculate the amount to be
charged in order to break even or make a profit after
deduction of expenses, if needed. Be responsible with
the funds and always maintain receipts.

Start planning early and be passionate about what
you're doing and your school will hopefully be proud of
the successful event you pull off.

Salma Mohammad Ali fears she is becoming a crazy cat lady

and uses writing as a means to grasp on to sanity. Send her
your views/hate/love at fb.com/salma.ali209

T Competition for the Differently-abled at UAP

BACHCHU SHEKH

Society may consider them “disabled” but as evident
throughout an IT competition, they proved themselves to
be exceptionally talented.

The daylong IT competition for differently-abled stu-
dents was held at the permanent campus of University of
Asia Pacific (UAP) on June 4, 2016.

A total of 52 contestants participated in four catego-
ries; first three contestants were selected as winners in
each category. The categories were: Visual Impairment,
Physical Impairment, Speech and Hearing Impairment,
and Neuro and Development Disabilities (Autistic or
Autism). All contestants participating in the competition
worked on Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and
Internet. The winners received Tk 40,000 (1st), Tk 30,000
(2nd) and Tk 20,000 (3rd) respectively. Certificates and
crests were given out to the winners as well.

The first four winners are: Saiful Islam (in Visual
[Impairment), Kazi Nusrat Synthia (in Physical
[Impairment), Md. Arman Kamal (in Speech and Hearing
[Impairment) and Rafid Ahsan (in Neuro and
Development Disabilities).

Dr. Khan Md. Anwarus Salam, Assistant Professor,
CSE, UAP was one of the judges of the content. He said,
“The contestants’ capabilities are really praiseworthy.”

Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC), Center for
Services and Information on Disability, and UAP jointly
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organised the competition.

Saiful Islam, winner in the Visual Impairment cate-
gory, appeared for Higher Secondary School Certificate
this year from Dhaka College. Since childhood, he has
been keen on working on computers. His father bought a
computer as he discovered his son’s interest in it.

Kazi Nusrat Synthia, winner in the Physical
Impairment category, is a student of Monipur High
School.

The participants of Neuro and Development
Disabilities (Autistic or Autism) were comparatively
talented, according to judges. Rafid Ahsan stood first in
this group.

Arman Kamal, from Chittagong, won the top position
in the Speech and Hearing Impairment category. He likes
to work on computers at a stretch.

The winners will get the opportunity to attend the
World IT Competition in China this year. The govern-
ment would coordinate the team for the upcoming gala
event.

Based on merits, all the participants would get the
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opportunity to participate in a higher course with no fees.
The course will be affiliated by Bangladesh Computer
Council. They can also participate in any job fair organ-
ised by the ICT Division and Bangladesh Computer
Council.

Zunaid Ahmed Palak, State Minister for Post,
Telecommunications and Information Technology,
handed prizes among the winners as chief guest.
Professor Jamilur Reza Choudhury, Vice Chancellor, UAP
chaired the programme. Md. Harunur Rashid, Additional
Secretary, ICT Division; Khandakar Zohurul Alam,
Executive Director, CSID; Dr. Pran Gopal Datta, Vice
Chairman, Suchona Foundation; S.M. Ashraful Islam,
Executive Director, Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC)
were also present at the event.

Earlier, Sham Sundar Sikdar, Secretary, ICT Division
inaugurated the contest. Qayum Reza Chowdhury,
Chairman, Board of Trustees, UAP chaired the inaugural
session while Professor M.R. Kabir, Pro Vice Chancellor,
UAP and Dr. Mazharul Mannan, General Secretary,
Suchona Foundation were the distinguished guests.



